October 18, 2004

Dear potential shipmates:

Planning for next year's Carleton Alumni Adventures tour to Antarctica is well underway.  I am told that interest in this special travel opportunity has been high from the moment it was announced.  I can tell you that my own excitement about the trip is off the charts!

What is being planned looks to be an amazing excursion.  We will enjoy the chance to view unusual fauna and breathtaking landscapes at the sunlit height of the southern summer.  We will be fortunate to have with us Professor Shelby Boardman, contributing the insights and expertise of a geologist, as we encounter a part of the world unlike any other.  And I will add extra Maize and Blue to the trip's palette with presentations about Carleton's own number one Antarctican, Larry Gould.

Laurence M. Gould, as good Carls ought to know or learn, before spending 30 years at Carleton as professor of geology and then as college president, had famously been second-in-command on Admiral Richard E. Byrd's first Antarctic expedition of 1928-30.  Over a lifetime of involvement with the southern continent he made seven trips there, including two while serving in the 1950s as director of the U.S. Antarctic program for the International Geophysical Year.  My special excitement over this trip (and the reason I get to go!), comes from the fact that for several years now I have been working at writing Gould's biography.  My personal absorption in re-living his adventurous life has had the result that there is simply no place on earth I would rather see just now than its southern extremities, with which President Gould was so closely associated.

Carleton and Antarctica were two places especially dear to Larry Gould's heart, and my role for participants on this exciting adventure will be to connect all three; to recall the man as our particular bridge between the college and the continent.  For the adventure we'll have, for the natural wonders we'll see, for the friendships we'll make, and for celebrating Antarctica's Carleton connection, I hope that you will join us in January 2006!

Best regards,

Eric Hillemann

Carleton College Archivist

