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Moratorium Hopes Grow
Despite Nason Setback

CARLIN IN THE LAB
One Cow Equals 17 People

test in Rochester augmented with
busloads of Northfield students.
Mass letter writing and petition
signing were also advocated.

The meeting was somehow
brought to order and specific

II T and Cow Dung
Pollute Cannon River

By Nels Nelson
The Cannon River can be a very

lovely river... But it isn't.
Charles Carlin, Carleton chemis-

try professor, has looked into
the matter and he's not optimistic,
"It's very bad." he said. "Some
places it's like an open sewer."
Last summer Carlin was in charge

He explained that the Minnesota
state government has set up a
pollution control agency with a
staff of about five or six. He esti-
mated that to do an adequate job
of policing pollution in the entire
state, the agency would require
a staff the size of the University

!
Last summer Carlin was in charge y
of research for the Cannon Valley of Minnesota! "It's a low budget TntJS, efforts would be directed

h l d d f t o a d eaching the communityDevelopment Association, a group
of interested citizens who live along
the Cannon River. Jane Zienty
(72) stayed here all summer to
take water samples from the Can-
non and test them for nitrates.

"We're very fortunate that there
is very little industrial waste."
said Carlin. "Schjeldahl (a local
plastics firm) is a pretty good out-
fit—they don't pollute the river
too much."

What is the problem then?
"I'd say farm runoff is the big
problem," responded Carlin.
One cow is worth 17 people, so
if you've got a feedlot with 100
cows on it you've got esstentially
a town with a population of 1,700
people.

Coliform bacteria are intestinal
bacteria which enter the water
from animal wastes. The recom-
mended level for recreational
waters is 10. "In some places,"
said Carlin, "we found levels as
high as 20,000, which is like the
water draining out the bottom of
an outhouse. It's really very, very
bad."

Miss Zienty explained that there
will always be some problem
with sewage disposal plants but
another large source of pollution
is nitrate fertilizers which also
run off the land. The eventual
aim is that at least certain parts
of the river will be clean enough
for swimming and recreational
purposes.

Last spring Mr. Ramette's class
in analytic techniques analyzed
fish from the Cannon River for
insecticides. "It wasn't too bad
for DDT," said Carlin, "but DDT
breaks down to DDE which is also
a chlorinated hydrocarbon pesti-
cide like DDT."

In the form of DDE it slays in
the meal for a long time. "There
was a lot of DDE in those fish,"
he reported. "What this means
is that the fish had soaked up
a lot of DDT at one time and it had
been in their systems for quite
awhile."

Speaking of DDT in general,
he stated that the problem in
this country is getting increasingly
grave. "We know that it effects
birds and other forms of wildlife,"
he said. "And the DDT level in our
bodies is such that if humans were
used for human consumption—if
we were cannibals—then the FDA
would not allow our meat to be
sold."

What's being done now about
pollution in the Cannon? "Noth-
ing." Who's in charge? "Nobody."
"It's really pretty grim," he said.
"There is jtrst (his organization of
volunteers. There is no legal au-
thority."

operation," he concluded. "If
you want action taken on pol-
lution that's affecting you, you
have to garner this information
yourself and give it to them...
and given sufficient provocation
they will take action.

"I would find myself in a difficult
position in going out with a warrant
and saying 'Look man, you've
got to stop this.' The guy (a small
time farmer) says, 'Well, if I stop
doing that I'll go out of business
and I've got a wife and kids that
will go hungry. What am I going
to do?' That's a tough decision."

Are there any easy targets?
Dundas, for one. "Dundas," Carlin
explained, "doesn't have any
sewage system—its all septic tanks."
Northfield public schools, too.
"Northfield public schools should
be a logical target because they've
got a grade school out in Dundas
that has no sanitation facilities at
all except for an open pipe that
runs into the Cannon River. So you

Continued on Page 3

By Mike Krueger
Last Thursday the cream of

Northfield's liberal element crowd-
ed into St. Olaf's Science Center
to map strategy for the Vietnam
Moratorium on Oct. 15. And while
little more than tentative begin- g o a | s ana- projects were decided
nings were made at the meeting, u p o n > Action on the 15th will
it did seem clear that the biggest D e divided into three major cate-

groies: the teach-ins planned at
various churches and at the col-
leges, the march on Northfield
involving leafleting and perhaps
a mass mailing at the post office,
and canvassing local residents
to gain support for November.

It was also decided to ask the
college administrations for formal
permission to call off school on
the 15th, as well as giving college
maintenance people a day off with
pay. The offers of some St. Olaf
professors, relayed to the meeting
by students, to teach classes rele-
vant to the Moratorium on the
15th instead of calling them off
was met with the suggestion that
they teach those classes before
the 15th to help build interest.

Besides appealing to the ad-
ministrations, three other main
activities were agreed upon for
the time between the meeting
and the 15th: organizing the letter
writing campaign, canvassing the
college (and hopefully the town)
for active support in the demon-
strations, and publicity campaigns

political event in Northfield's
history was well under way.

Roughly two hundred people,
mostly Carleton and St. Olaf stu-
dents, listened to the Moratorium
chairmen, jimmy Kolker and Cy
Schuster from Carleton and Martin
Sovik and Mike Edera from St.
Olaf, outline possible strategies
for the 15th.

T h e primary thrust of the Mora-
torium was described as la strike
o n business as usual' rather than
l u s l another minority protest,

towards reaching the community
directly through marches, can-
vassing, teach-ins, and so on.
On the national level it was hoped
that widespread local disruption
of 'business as usual' would drive
home the message of anti-war
protest.

An auxiliary, but nonetheless
crucial, objective of the Mora-
torium outlined by the chairmen
was organizing Northfield for a
similar, but larger, moratorium
on November 15. Door-to-door
canvassing and talks with North- including advance button sales,
fild b i d hfield businessmen were proposed
in this vein.

After the initial exposition,
the meeting temporarily degen-
erated into random suggestions
from the group at large about
the 20-odd possible activities
the chairmen had considered.
Boycotting of classes, marching
through Northfield, leafleting,
reading of war dead, and sacri-
fice lunches were among the
suggestions. Schuster mentioned
the possibility of large-scale pro-

While junior and senior high
school action was mentioned,
and representatives from the
schools seemed optimistic, it was
generally thought that the stu-
dents should be left to their own
devices in this area. However,
opportunities for college students
to speak in the schools on the day
of the Moratorium were men-
tioned.

After the discussion of programs
petered out, the meeting moved
on to locate chairmen for the

committees corresponding to
each of the programs agreed
upon. Chairmen were chosen
strictly on a volunteer basis, with
at least one chairman from each
campus represented. The com-
mittees themselves were also
voluntarily formed. After this
was accomplished, the meeting
adjourned informally.

Late Development
President Nason Tuesday after-

noon expressed his sympathy
with the Viet Nam moratorium
but refused to cloc? down the
college and grant non-academic
employees a paid vacation.

Armed with a Senate resolution,
jimmy Kolker, Steve Melges, Brian
Mulhern, John Selden, and Beth
Grams urged Nason to close down
the college on Oct. 15 and give
all non-academic employees
the day off. They argued that the
Viet Nam war has serious psycho-
logical and economic implications
for students and graduates and
that cooperation of the academic
community is imperative in order
to influence any decision on Viet
Nam.

Nason replied that he sympa-
thized with the Senate viewpoint
but that he felt many people con-
nected with the college did not
share those feelings. He added
that he could not allow the college
to be used in promoting social
and political causes.

The students, who thought that
a commitment to values was at
least as important as simply main-
taining the institution, felt that
doing "business as usual" on
Oct. 15 was taking a stand against
the moratorium. Nason did not
buy these arguments, but encour-
aged students and professors to
participate in the moratorium.

SUNNY AFTERNOONS BELIE WINTER'S HASTE
"And had we but world enough and time"


