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NORTHFIELD - Several 
prominent Northfield, enhies are 
parhering in an effort to promote 
blrsiness growth and cornnnmity 
interaction. 

The partnership, which 
indndes First National Bank of 
Nohhf~eld, the Noahfield Enter- 
prise, Center (NEC), Carleton 
ColIege, St. Olaf College, and 
other businesses, is called the 
College Board of Business Con- 
sultants (CBBC) and will begin 
this fall. : 
The program will match enter- 

prisinz students b m  the colleges 
with area businesses and non- 
profit organizations to research 
and develop business strategies. 

Unlike a standard college 
internship, the students don't,, 
receive credit toward their majors 
or receive pay. However, the 
CBBC will allow students to gain 
extensive experience in market- 
ing and business structure, as 
well as connecting them to 
e m m g  local businesses. 

First Natiml Bank Vice Pres- 
ident Rick Estcnson said he had 
thou&$ of the idea as a way to 
establish an ongoing reIationship 
between prowing businesses and 
their neighbors, the young busi- 
ness-say college students look- 
ing for a chance to utilize their 
sm. 

"1 thought that it would be 
nice to have a better tie-in with 
the two colleges," Estenson said. 
''?$is is very much h u t  finding 

The students and program advisors that make up the First Nation- 
al E3ank of Northfield College Board of Business Consultants. Front 
Row: Steve Vilendrer. Nancy Theide, Anna Gamble, Oyebanke 
Oyeyinka, lsil Cinar, Ethan Singer. Middle Row: Brandon Sun, 
Lynda Crady, Dave Shumway, Bob Will, Sian Muir, Claudia mug. 
Bark Row: E m  Blaha, Ollie Garrison, Doug Lind, Blaine Anderson, 
Wick Estenson. (Submitted photo) 

yo&g businesses hat  need busi- 
ness plans and marketing plans 
and connecting them with stu- 
dents." 

Several program parhers said 
they are excited about the bene- 
fits the CBBC could provide for 
Northfield's business community. 

"I've got a Iot of new busi- 
nesses that are l o o h g  fur busi- 
ness  plans," KEG Executive 
Director Lynda Grady said "It's 
the first year of this pro_-, so 
we're interested to see how it 
turns out" 

The group of I2 -1eton and 
St. Olaf students were selected 
through an interview process this 
past spring and will be paired 
with a focal business at the begin- 
ning of the school year. 

They will then devote about 
30 houri of time, over a 1 0-week 
period this fall, to researching, the 
needs of the company and devis- 
in'g an improvement smtegy . 

Both colleges have assigned 
an advisor to assist students in the 
program, though the work will be 
done mostly independent of  

S u m o n .  . 
. '? thmk it's a marvelous way 

to assist local firms, both start- 
ups and smaller fins," Carleton 
CBBC advisor Bob W said 

'They7ve got the potential to 
do some useful tbgs." 

The NEC bas k n , w o h g  to 
establish which businesses will 
participate, and though a finalized 
list has not been made, the stu- 
dents' tasks likely wilI include 
projects such as the redesim of a 
business Web site or a new mar- 
keting stmtegy. 

Tile intent is to provide a Imal 
business with valuable research 
while giving the  students an 
opportunity to gain real-world 
expence .  ' 

"It's notlhard to see there ark 
some advantages for everyone 
here," Estenwn said 
--  -k&g the p r o p m  issuc- 
cessfd this fall, the CBBC will 

, continue this spring with new 
projects,. new businesses, and 
'new studenr~. 

'This is going to evolve and 
we'll need people to step forward 
with rnemin-gful projects," Esten- 
son said 

Carleton Career Center d k -  
tor Chris Oaris-Skinner said she 
is excited about the potential ben- 
efits the program will provide. 

- T I it's win-win when stu- 
dents get involved in the commu- 
nity," Skinner said 

- Adorn Johnson can be 
reached at 645-1.1 I3  or ajohn-, 
son~rthfieldnavs.com. 


