
importance of gender first 

would make the presentation 

more interesting. We used an 

example from People Maga-

zine to demonstrate the gen-

der stereotypes of both men 

and women. According to 

People Magazine, Channing 

Tatum was named the 

“sexiest man alive.” Accord-

ing to this image, "sexiness" 

in men is often defined by 

having a 6-pack, being mus-

cular, and being heterosexual. 

As for women, a key feature 

of beautiful is the quality of 

youthfulness in her look as 

well as having a slim body. 

An emphasis is also placed on 

wearing beauty products that 

make women look naturally 

beautiful.  

 

Continued on page 10. 

Beauty is often perceived as 

unimportant to discuss aca-

demically. Beauty influences 

everyone but only a few talk 

about its effects. The Chili 

Night that happened on April 

9th, was devoted to scrutinize 

this topic. More specifically, 

we wanted to provide a space 

for Carleton students, staff, 

and faculty to explore our 

conceptions and perceptions 

of beauty, how race and gen-

der factor into our definition 

of beauty, the importance of 

media and beauty, health and 

social consequences of wom-

en and men’s non-conformity 

to dominant standards of 

beauty, and organizations that 

tried to challenge the limited 

definition of beauty.   

We started our presentation 

with several activities to get 

our audience to start thinking 

about how beauty affects their 

lives. These activities were 

provided to assist our audi-

ence to situate themselves 

within a large and complex 

topic that hardly any anyone, 

let alone scholars, discusses. 

We started with personal con-

nections with the topic as a 

way of getting our audience to 

get comfortable with talking 

about beauty in a large group.  

We then discussed further 

how race and gender factor 

into the dominant perceptions 

of beauty. However, we 

thought that discussing the 

The Spectrum is designed to be a space where 

students of color and international students can 

find space to verbalize and express concerns, 

excitement, and their college experiences.  It is 

meant to motivate and inspire. 

Beauty & Race: What Does it Mean to Be Beautiful 

By: Nermine Abdelwahab and Mo Vue 
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"In many ways, 

hip-hop allowed 

me to see the 

cultural 

desegregation, 

though now race 

has become 

obscured again, 

and often we only 

see it when there is 

a scandal."  

Jeff Chang’s Book:   

Can’t Stop Won’t Stop 

2012-2013 OIIL Sponsored Convo Speakers 

OIIL Sponsored Convo Speakers 

Asian-Hawaiian journalist 

and music critic Jeff Chang 

delivered a convocation talk 

last Friday on the signifi-

cance of hip-hop music as a 

cultural music. More than 

just an influential and ex-

pressive art form, hip-hop 

became a worldview for 

millions. From there, Chang 

addressed the current dis-

cussion on race and multi-

culturalism, and how both 

strongly affected the demo-

graphic and cultural land-

scape of today's America. In 

his talk titled "Who We Be: 

The Colorization of Ameri-

ca," Chang outlined how 

musical art forms were con-

tributing to attitudes to-

wards race and identity. 

"I felt like a cliche," Chang 

admitted when detailing 

how he started on his path 

writing about hip-hop mu-

sic, first as a critic, now as 

author of two published 

books. "Growing up all I 

listened to was hip-hop mu-

sic," and even though he 

dabbled in politics for three 

years after undergraduate 

study, Chang veered off to 

DJ-ing and ran a music rec-

ord label for a few years. 

"In many ways, hip-hop 

allowed me to see the cul-

tural desegregation, though 

now race has become ob-

scured again, and often we 

only see it when there is a 

scandal." Chang added that 

though multiculturalism 

"taught us what not to 

say...it has not yet taught us 

what to say," reinforcing 

why race continues to con-

stitute a major cultural issue 

in the United States. "In 

fact, the culture wars have 

returned, and race is not just 

a problem for folks of color, 

but for whites too," he em-

phasized. 

He then reviewed how hip-

hop played into all this, 

starting with the epidemic 

spread of gangs in the 

Bronx beginning in 1968. 

After years of violence and 

an agreement to peace, 

gangs hosted outdoor music 

'parties' that would attract 

people to the different 

styles of life represented at 

each performance.  

 

 

 

 

Continued on page 11. 

Winter Term 

Ebony Utley  

Communication Studies 

professor who examined 

rap music and religion. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Term 

Jose Antonio Vargas 

Pulitzer Prize-winning     

reporter who unmasked 

himself as an undocumented 

immigrant. 

Leslie Harper  

Founder of an elementary 

school Ojibwe language im-

mersion program on the 

Leech Lake Reservation. 

Spring Term 

Jeff Chang  

Chinese American        

journalist, who has written 

extensively on cultural, 

politics, the arts, and music. 

Spring Convo 

Speaker 

Jeff Chang 
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Can’t Stop, Won’t Stop: A Look at Hip Hop in American 

By: Jonathan Lin 



 

International Festival 
By: Kelsey Swyter 
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I have been involved 

with the planning of Internation-

al Festival since my freshmen 

year because it is what makes 

me feel most connected in the 

international community and the 

spirit of internationalism while I 

am at Carleton. The fact that 

International Festival is a fusion 

of a variety of cultures, coun-

tries and ethnicities is some-

thing I really value because this 

fusion has really defined a lot of 

my identity. I am biracial with 

parents from the United States 

and Panama. I am also a third 

culture kid with having grown 

up in Jakarta, Indonesia. While I 

love all the cultures I identify 

with, it is sometimes hard being 

part of more than one culture 

and having to straddle the 

boundaries of multiple in-

groups. However with Interna-

tional Festival, I find the bound-

aries of culture being broken 

and it is where I have felt most 

comfortable with my cultural 

identity. 

I have taken a different role in 

the three years I have been in-

volved with International Festi-

val. One thing that is great about 

planning International Festivals 

is the different types of commit-

tees we need for the various 

aspects of the festival. The 

budget committee works closely 

with CSA to get funding for the 

incurring costs while the fund-

raising committee figures out 

where the money raised from 

the Northfield community 

should go to. The planning com-

mittee figures out the logistics 

of the festival while the publici-

ty committee makes sure that 

there are people know about the 

festival in the first place. The 

planning and entertainment 

committees organize and com-

municate with different groups 

on campus so that we have dish-

es and performances from 

around the world. Lastly, the 

final role is the co-chair. This 

year I was one of three co-chairs 

and our roles were to make sure 

everything was going according 

to plan and to do whatever work 

that was not being done. There 

is a lot of preparation involved 

but by using committees, people 

can hopefully find something 

that particularly interests them 

and be less daunted by the 

whole task. The week before the 

festival, there is a little bit of 

panic but the job always gets 

done. 

During my three years at Car-

leton, I have seen International 

Festival evolve. This year for 

the first time ever, we had Inter-

national Festival in the Weitz 

Center for Creativity. While the 

Weitz is no doubt a striking 

building, part of me was nerv-

ous about having the festival 

there because it is more re-

moved from campus. In the past 

we have had International Festi-

val on the Bald Spot or in 

Sayles where there is a lot of 

natural walking traffic. I was 

worried that not enough people 

would remember the festival 

was happening or not want to 

make the trek to that side of 

campus. However, the Weitz 

turned out to be a better space 

than I could have imagined. 

Logistically, the festival was 

easy to set up for because facili-

ties could help us more in the 

Weitz and because we also just 

had the right amount of space 

for performances and food. The 

building also looked absolutely 

beautiful with the flags dangling 

from all places and with the 

sunshine streaming in from the 

windows. As far as attendance 

to the festival, we had nothing 

to worry about. People were 

lining up to get food tickets 

even before the festival began. 

  

Continued on page 4-5 

“During my 

three years at 

Carleton, I 

have seen 

International 

Festival 

evolve.”  
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Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. 
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“International 

Festival isn’t just 

about bringing 

countries from 

around the 

world together 

but bringing 

different parts of 

the Carleton 

community 

together.”  

 Continued Story: International Festival 
do it without the involvement of 

the cooks and performers. It is 

so powerful to see so many dif-

ferent cultural groups and indi-

viduals come together for this 

event in the spirit of internation-

alism. It is even more exciting 

to see so many people on cam-

pus come together and celebrate 

different parts of the world. It 

did not matter that Weitz was 

far away, International Festival 

has established itself as a loved 

event on Carleton campus. Peo-

ple left the festival content hav-

ing tried the food and seeing the 

talented individuals of Carleton 

represent the world.  

 But the celebration didn’t stop 

at the festival. This year we had 

the new addition of an after 

party. The idea was to simply 

make this idea of international-

ism fun.  There is more to inter-

nationalism food, costumes and 

what is rooted in tradition. We 

wanted to transport people to 

what they would hear in a 

nightclub in Tokyo or Barcelo-

na or any other international 

city. Along with the Afro-

Carribean Association (ACA), 

we planned a dance party that 

would happen in the Cave. 

ACA DJed for half the dance 

and we played international 

music had the other half. To get 

a playlist, I created a Google 

doc that was sent out the inter-

national student and OIIL inter-

est lists so that we could include 

a variety of countries. I wanted 

International Festival was lively 

and colorful as ever. As soon as 

Carleton students got their five 

free tickets, they proceeded to 

exchange the tickets for food 

samples. The food selection 

included Thai crystal noodles, 

Hawaiian spam musubi, Mexi-

can sopes, Japanese dango and 

much more. All the food was 

prepared by groups of different 

cultural and culinary clubs, lan-

guage classes and just interested 

individuals. It was nice not only 

eating an international dish but 

also knowing that it was some-

thing homemade by your peers. 

Once people got their food, 

many went to enjoy the perfor-

mances. Not only was there 

diversity in the countries repre-

sented but in the types of enter-

tainment as well. There was 

Celtic music, Korean drums, a 

student-written Chinese play, a 

Nepali dance and many more 

performances. Something that 

was particularly special this 

year was the involvement of the 

Northfield communi-

ty. The Northfield 

Arts Guild had three 

Latin American dance 

performances with 

kids ranging from 

ages six to fifteen. 

Those little girls 

brought smiles to 

many student’s faces. 

While International 

Festival is a lot of 

work for those who 

plan it, we could not 

people to include a song that 

they missed from home or 

something that got stuck in their 

head after studying abroad. The 

response was overwhelming 

and we ended up having to be 

selective on which music to 

include. In the end, people must 

have liked the music selection 

because the Cave was absolute-

ly packed. Students danced to 

Bollywood, K-pop, French hip-

hop and Swedish techno. We 

even got a few requests while 

DJing. I was so surprised that so 

many people showed up and 

enjoyed music that they may 

have not been necessarily famil-

iar with. I heard multiple com-

ments that it was one of peo-

ple’s favorite Cave dances. I 

left the Cave proud to be an 

international student and proud 

to be involved with making the 

event possible. 

International Festival isn’t just 

about bringing countries from 

around the world together but 

bringing different parts of the 

Carleton community together. 

It’s a way for us to step out of 

the Carleton bubble together 

and really celebrate diversity. 

While the festival only happens 

once a year, the feeling that 

people at this school really do 

care about the rest of the world 

is something that stays with me. 
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Spinach Dip 

Kristen’s Kitchen: Spinach Artichoke Dip 

T H E  S P E C T R U M  

Points of View 
By: Chris Wong 

 

Ingredients: 

2 cloves garlic, minced  

1 (10 ounce) package frozen chopped spinach, thawed and very thorough-

ly squeezed dry 

1 (14 ounce) can artichoke hearts, drained and chopped  

1 (10 ounce) container Alfredo-style pasta sauce  

1 cup shredded mozzarella cheese  

1/3 cup grated Parmesan cheese  

1/2 (8 ounce) package cream cheese, softened 

½ tsp. dried red pepper flakes 

 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

2. In a bowl combine garlic, spinach, artichoke hearts, Alfredo-style pas-

ta sauce, mozzarella cheese, Parmesan cheese, and cream cheese.  Trans-

fer to an 8x8 inch baking dish.  

3. Bake in the preheated oven 30-45 minutes, or until cheeses are melted 

and bubbly. 

 

Serve warm with cubed French bread. 

A Multicultural Art Exhibit is a collection of interactive art sponsored by OIIL's CPB and SAO. The  

exhibits are hosted by seven different student organizations, including BSA, ACA, COWOC, CHS, ASIA,      

Chinese Club, and LASO. This is a chance for student organizations to convey their messages through creative 

means in Upper Sayles. Themes this year ranged from the meaning of "we" to the immigrant experience to the 

definition of black beauty. The aim of these exhibits is to give student organizations a platform to raise awareness 

about pertinent issues in a way that the entire campus can contemplate and interact with.  
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Chili Night Reflection: Outside the Box 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I was the facilitator for the section 

that talked about international stu-

dents on campus. With only five 

prepared questions and no activity 

planned for the night, I was slightly 

anxious as to whether conversation 

would quickly dry up and result in a 

topic-change or nervous fidgeting to 

pass the time. Yet right from the first 

question -- 'What percentage of the 

class of 2016 do you think were in-

ternational students?' -- the conversa-

tions picked up and never had a dull 

moment. I went around asking all 

participants to just throw out a num-

ber, and after hearing all the answers 

I'd watch surprised faces to the actual 

figure of 9%. Many were intrigued 

that it was not much higher; I was 

interested in their perceptions, and 

from there interesting discussions 

picked up on their general impres-

sions of the international student 

community at Carleton. Many over-

guessed the percentage, noting that 

they had many friends on campus 

who "counted as internationals" -- 

which quickly led other participants 

to question the definition of an inter-

national student, and problematizing 

the general lingo used to discuss this 

community, such as "who is quali-

fied" or "who counts" as an interna-

tional student. Suddenly this talk 

about categorizing and framing in-

coming freshmen in this way segued 

into questions such as the pros and 

cons of international student orienta-

tion, fellowships, and whether or not 

the label should matter beyond visa 

status. I also enjoyed seeing many of 

the groups have international student 

participants offering their views, and 

many non-American U.S. residents 

and dual-citizenship students dis-

cussing their opinions on the matter. 

Overall this section of the Chili 

Night was pleasantly engaging, and 

as all four groups rotated and began 

with the same class of 2016 percent-

age question, I never felt bored or 

repetitive in the conversations.” 

-Jonathan Lin 

 

 

“The station on racism at Carleton 

was very successful. The students 

talked about issues they had experi-

enced as well as they were giving 

feedback on how to improve the at-

mosphere on Campus. A great point 

was made that it is not only the stu-

dents that need to get involved, but 

the faculty as well. It was great to see 

the students involved in the conver-

sations, and suggestions were made 

to continue providing talks were 

these discussions can continue. Stu-

dents left the group still talking about 

the issue.” 

-Ida Knutsen 

“Another station offered discussion 

on stereotypes and how our percep-

tions of different races affects how 

we treat them. Students participated 

in an activity in which they were 

randomly given a slip of paper with a 

specific race written upon it. They 

were then read statements explaining 

different incidents that people go 

through and were asked to step for-

ward if they believed the race on 

their slip of paper pertained to the 

statement. An example of these state-

ments are, “Step forward if you think 

it’s easy for your race to...marry 

whomever they choose...travel to 

other countries freely...attend a high 

quality university...etc.” Students 

found difficulty in some of the state-

ments, and explained their frustra-

tions afterward through discussion. 

Conversation was focused on the 

origination of stereotypes and the 

possible truths behind some of them. 

This activity called for students to 

really think about the perceptions 

they themselves held for different 

races.” 

-Corina Perez 

  

 

 

 

“The station on micro-agression real-

ly challenged people to think about 

things that they regularly and how 

they may affect others. Students 

were also challenged to critically 

think about the term micro-

aggression and things that should or 

should not be included as “micro-

aggressions.” In the end, students left 

with a clearer sense of the term and 

what it means for our community on 

campus.” 

-Ta’Sierra Johnson 
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Reflections on “Real and Raw” 

By: Matthew Rathkey 

On Friday, April 26th of this 
term, a coalition of con-
cerned students including 
myself held a rally outside 
of Sayles in order to pro-
mote awareness and facili-
tate conversation regarding 
issues about all forms of 
discrimination on Car-
leton’s campus. The rally 
was entitled “Real and 
Raw” in order to bolster the 
honest and unfiltered emo-
tions and opinions that we 
sought to encourage from 
the entire campus commu-
nity regarding discrimina-
tion at Carleton. I would 
like to use this space to 
both reflect on the rally and 
hopefully assuage any con-
cerns about its purpose. 
Above all, I would like to 
emphasize the rally’s im-
portance and the ongoing 
necessity of its message. 

The awareness of the need 
for a rally was initiated in 
response to a discriminato-
ry article in a student-run 
publication, but the rally 
itself possessed a purpose 
well beyond that of re-
sponding to a single article. 
Indeed, the offensive article 
was merely a catalyst for 
discussing the much broad-
er issue of the general pres-
ence and perpetuation of 
discrimination within our 
college community, as 
many students have cer-
tainly already been aware 
of discrimination at Car-
leton since first arriving on 

campus. Furthermore, we 
have not sought and do not 
seek to behave antagonisti-
cally toward anyone who 
has ever been perceived as 
acting offensively. Rather, 
the rally aimed to foster 
mutual respect and non-
judgmental honesty in striv-
ing toward an open, all-
inclusive discussion on sen-
sitive topics associated with 
discrimination. The central 
idea is not to blame or in-
criminate but to support 
and collaborate with one 
another so as to grow into 
better informed individuals 
by way of collective inter-
personal education. 

Unfortunately, there seem 
to be many individuals who 
have striven to belittle the 
rally or its accompanying 
movement for increased 
awareness and discussion 
of discrimination at Car-
leton. Several items ap-
pearing in student publica-
tions mocked Carleton’s 
hypersensitivity and labeled 
the rally as faux activism by 
a group of ill-informed stu-
dents trying far too hard to 
find something to passion-
ately apply their intellect 

and opinions toward. Oth-
ers suggested that the rally 
was merely a loud, desulto-
ry outlet for suppressed 
frustrations and lacked or 
even actively dismissed a 
long-term goal. Overall, the 
main concerns surrounding 
the rally that I encountered 
were that we had no plan, 
we had no purpose, we had 
no basis for complaints, 
and we had no right to tell 
people off for an insignifi-
cant or imagined non-issue.
  

These are all very valid per-
spectives and are deserving 
of thoughtful and thorough 
contemplation. Conse-
quently, in reflecting on the 
rally and its implementa-
tion these same concerns 
and my opinions regarding 
them immediately jump to 
my mind. In this vein, I 
would first like to express 
my abundant gratitude for 
everyone who helped to 
make the rally a success, 
for the event was in fact 
painstakingly planned and 
required an immense 
amount of collaborative 
effort from a large group of 
people with diverse opin-
ions. I was immensely im-
pressed with and am still 
extremely thankful for eve-
ryone who has so diligently 
and respectfully provided 
useful ideas and counter-
points to the agenda of 
objectives that our move-
ment has since frequently 

T H E  S P E C T R U M  
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discussed with Carleton’s admin-
istration. We have been thor-
oughly devising methods to en-
sure that the campus community 
is able to permanently cultivate 
and sustain meaningful dialogue 
surrounding discriminatory is-
sues, and such methods have had 
a voice thanks specifically to all of 
those who helped craft and pro-
mote them. This will almost cer-
tainly sound trite, but you all 
have really reaffirmed my faith in 
the goodness and camaraderie of 
people and I honestly cannot 
sufficiently express my gratitude 

for that. 

I would also like to mention why I 
personally believe the rally and 
its broader movement to be so 
important. I can certainly under-
stand why many individuals per-
ceived the rally to be an overre-
action, for there is relatively little 
overt or aggressive discrimination 
at Carleton. Moreover, if you are 
not paying attention, either due 
to a brief lapse in awareness or 
due to innocent habit, then the 
subtler forms of prejudice that do 
exist quite abundantly are rather 
easy to miss. Hence, I assume 
that many people felt as though 
there was no legitimate ground-
ing for the rally’s cause and 
therefore were themselves 
offended by being called out and 
criticized, as they saw it, for 
acting in their own natural and 
well-to-do manners without dis-
criminatory intentions. Indeed, I 
believe that many members of 

the campus community were 
unsettled by the idea of a small 
group of strangers telling them 
that they were somehow behav-
ing insensitively on a regular basis 
when they themselves could not 
sincerely detect any cause for 
alarm. 

I think that the overarching no-
tion to bear in mind here is that 
what may not seem offensive 
from one person’s viewpoint may 
in fact carry far more weight from 
another’s. Despite our individual 
spheres of awareness, there will 
always exist beliefs and experi-
ences different from our own and 
we must continually force our-
selves to be conscious of and 
respect such distinct outlooks. It 
may be difficult and uncomforta-
ble to admit to ourselves that our 
current behavior may at times be 
insufficiently respectful to others, 
especially given the general 
warmth and friendliness of Car-
leton’s culture that is so often 
promoted and is indeed often 
true, but nonetheless we must 
not allow ourselves to perpetuate 
an active passivism in our treat-
ment of discrimination through a 
refusal to acknowledge the worth 
or validity of someone else’s sin-
cere concerns. Perhaps it stems 
from pride, but we must remem-
ber that there is nothing wrong 
with conceding to be honestly 
unaware of the sensitivity of cer-
tain ideas and actions so long as 
we then seek to better educate 
ourselves about them. After all, 
the ultimate goal once again is 
not to blame others for their in-
sensitivity or to falsely profess 

superior worldliness or cultural 
awareness over one’s peers, but 
rather to strive collaboratively 
and respectfully towards a collec-
tive interpersonal education on 
all aspects of discrimination. 

Here at Carleton especially, 
where we so dearly value a liberal 
arts education that encourages us 
to experience a wealth of new 
and diverse ideas, we must simi-
larly cherish the opportunity to 
talk openly and courteously with 
one another about how to con-
sistently respect our varied per-
sonal beliefs and characteristics. 
Consequently, I firmly believe 
that we as a community must 
work together to instill perma-
nent changes in Carleton’s cli-
mate to ensure that such conver-
sations on diversity happen often 
and all-inclusively. This is why I 
believe the rally and its ongoing 
message have been, still are, and 
will continue to be so important, 
and is why I am actively involved 
in the movement to facilitate 
further discussions about discrim-
ination on campus. This is ad-
mittedly just my own perspective 
on the matter, but I 
hope you will ap-
preciate my view-
point just as I hope 
to equally appreci-
ate yours, and I 
ultimately hope 
that we shall all 
move forward to-
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Next, we explored the significant 

role that race plays in how we see 

beauty. We discussed how Black/

African American individuals in 

America have their struggles with 

beauty. For our demonstration, we 

showed a video, A Girl Like Me, to 

show how dominant perception of 

beauty affects the Black/African 

American community. In the video, 

many Black/African American 

women share many personal strug-

gles with beauty within their com-

munity. Many of the participants 

expressed the notion of White as 

beautiful, particularly the politics of 

their hair. Many shared personal 

experiences of having “good” hair 

as either relaxed or permed hair. 

Furthermore, skin color also plays a 

large role in the dating and marriage 

market, especially as many of the 

participants mention friends not 

wanting certain genes in their “gene 

pool.” The same problems are also 

present in the Asian/Asian Ameri-

can community. Asian/Asian Amer-

ican men are especially affected by 

the limited standards of 

“handsomeness.” Many Asian/Asian 

American men are considered too 

“feminine” in American society. As 

a result, they are often being consid-

ered unsuitable as a dating partner.  

Many of our ideas of beauty come 

from the media. As a result, adver-

tisements aiming toward beauty not 

only sell beauty products, but also 

drive beauty perceptions and ideolo-

gies as well. Media products such as 

magazines, television shows, images 

of supermodels, and celebrities all 

work together to create images of 

beauty. International shows such as 

that of the Miss World competition 

also contribute tremendously to the 

creation of the dominant and exclu-

sive images of White and western 

beauty ideals.  

The images projected by the media 

ultimately lead to a specific set of 

criteria about what is considered 

beautiful. This leads some people 

to seek ways to conform to this 

standard of beauty. Many women 

and men feel as if they cannot es-

cape the idea that they are being 

judged on the basis of their appear-

ance. As a result, people often ex-

perience high levels of insecurity 

and judge themselves unfairly by 

the standard applied by American 

society.  

The diet, cosmetic, and fashion 

industries further exploit these 

standards to lure customers into 

buying products, and the implica-

tions are serious. Women are 

spending billions of dollars per 

year on cosmetics, and even opting 

for more drastic measures like cos-

metic surgeries. With that, there 

are a lot of health implications like 

unnecessary weight lose, substance 

abuse to facilitate weight loss, and 

eating disorders. Sharing statistics 

about the methods employed as a 

way to conform to the set beauty 

standards allowed participants the 

opportunity to better understand 

the extent of the problem. 

At the end of Chili Night, we 

touched on some reasons why 

those industries are so profitable. 

One of the reasons that was men-

tioned is the rise in what is called 

“workplace discrimination”, which 

is prejudice based on physical ap-

pearance. In the book “Beautiful 

People Really Do Have an Eco-

nomic Advantage”, it was shown 

that workers who are deemed be-

low average in terms of appearance 

earned less money compared to other 

employees. Additionally, an associa-

tion between body weight and income 

was revealed where those who weigh 

more earned less when compared to 

other employees. It is trends like this 

that allow the propagation of exclusive 

ideals of what is beautiful, and lead 

people to invest in products and sur-

geries regardless of their consequenc-

es. The purpose of discussing the topic 

of beauty is to provide an opportunity 

to inform others about what is going in 

American society and to be critical of 

the ideas that are propagated and the 

consequences they have on people.   

Fortunately, there have been actions 

taken to combat American society’s 

exclusive definition of beauty. One 

example is that of the Dove Campaign 

For Real Beauty which aims to create a 

representative image of beauty by in-

corporating women of all races, ethnic-

ities, and sizes in their natural state. 

This campaign was successful because 

it acknowledged the power that the 

media has, and used it instead to 

spread positive messages about what it 

means to be beautiful. We hope the 

Chili Night program and this article 

provide students, staff, and faculty 

with insight about the importance of 

beauty and race and the implications it 

can have on people. In closing, we 

hope to continue the conversation 

about beauty and race with the Car-

leton community.   

T H E  S P E C T R U M  
Image from the Dove, Real Beauty Campaign 
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Continued Story: Can’t Stop, Won’t Stop 
"The logic of hip-hop is es-

sentially integrationist," 

Chang emphasized, "from 

these outdoor gatherings open 

to anyone, down to the music 

itself with polyrhythms and 

amalgamation of different 

tunes. It represented a new 

worldview." 

To Chang, waves of political 

change were preceded by cul-

tural change, and hip-hop 

became the strongest current 

in the final quarter of the 20th 

century. The music trans-

formed how artists dealt with 

the concept of the "Invisible 

Man" aptly coined by Ralph 

Ellison, which referred to the 

lack of representation and 

misrepresentation of people of 

color. Hip-hop became col-

laborative and explorative, 

starting out as simply "kids 

who wanted to have fun," yet 

soon evolved into a catalyst 

for change, after many saw 

that it embedded a worldview. 

Chang emphasized the chal-

lenges facing young adults in 

the United States: "If the 

younger generation comes up 

undereducated, underem-

ployed, and resegregated, it 

has tragic consequences for 

not only them, but also us 

older folks." Yet as a self-

described optimist, Chang 

emphasized his hope in the 

upcoming generations of 

youth in America, "a cultural 

majority" that was constantly 

readjusting its position on 

multiculturalism and diversi-

ty. He gestured at a 

"revolution in values," hoping 

that the conversation would 

move beyond debates on cul-

tural identity and race, which 

were tinged with the need for 

political correctness. "Art can 

help us move forward towards 

truth, justice, freedom, re-

demption, and creativity," 

Chang concluded, emphasiz-

ing that the empowering mu-

sical art form was only at its 

beginning. 

Congratulations to Our MMUF Scholars on Their Poster Sessions! 

 

Above Top: Zachary Baquet 

Above Bottom: Jennie Chu 

Middle Top: Shantrice King 

Middle: Leo Betthauser 

Middle Bottom: David Williams 

Below Top: Isaama Stoll 

Below Bottom: Yonas Hailu 
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Congratulations to Our Graduating Seniors!! 

T H E  S P E C T R U M  

Michelle Ronit Abecasis Art History 

David Matthew Abel Computer Science/Philosophy 

Eli Joseph Adelman History 

Russ Noel Aguilar Environmental Studies 

Hye Mi  Ahn Political Science 

Jae Chan  Ahn Economics 

Munib  Altaf Political Science/IR 

Priscilla A. Amofa Psychology 

Kristin Rose Andrykovich Biology 

Akemi Kushida Arzouman Biology 

Michael Ian Austin Political Science/IR 

Kelson Dhugal Bain Studio Art 

Zachary Michael Baquet Latin American Studies 

Richard  Barraza Studio Art 

Kim Elizabeth Bauer Chemistry 

Danielle Alyssa Bennon Russian 

Joseph Wallace Boerma Chemistry 

Colin Pablo Borsh Biology 

Jordan Anthony Butler Psychology 

Thomas Cai Biology 

Allison Christine Cardiel Chemistry 

Leigh Elizabeth Carroll Studio Art 

Julissa  Chavez Biology 

Xin  Chen Mathematics 

Alexander Kyle Chin Physics 

Marika Arellano Christofides Philosophy 

Elicia Mayuri Cousins Environmental Studies 

Iris Sue Cutler Art History 

Jasmine Antonia Villamorin Cutter Environmental Studies 

Syed Islam Yasin Dara Computer Science 

Jeffrey T. Davidson Computer Science 

Yuvika  Diwan Political Science/IR 

Nicholas Lambros Duffy History 

Dennis Chun Ea Biology 

Leaf Aster Chiu Elhai English 

Vishal Shalom Elijah Economics/Mathematics 

Saewon  Eum Mathematics 

Pedro J. Fernandez English/Philosophy 

Sarah Marie Ferrari Psychology 

Christopher David Frills Psychology 

Derek Charles Funk Mathematics/Statistics 

Meiyuzi  Gao Psychology 
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Peter Dongyuan Gao Political Science 

Francesca Giovanna Garcia Linguistics 

Maria de Lourdes Garcia Biology 

John Alexander Gitta English 

Guan  Guan Philosophy 

Yiran  Guo Computer Science 

Elise Corinne Gurney Economics 

Yonas Tensae Hailu History 

Rafadi  Hakim Sociology/Anthropology 

Chihye  Han Special Major/Cognitive Science 

Jae Sun  Han Biology/Psychology 

Koua  Her Studio Art/Chemistry 

Devin Walsh Holewinski Political Science 

Sara Rose Hooker Economics/Political Science/IR 

Daoji  Huang Mathematics 

Chia-Chi  Hung Physics 

Mallika  Jayaraman Environmental Studies 

Austin Jiang Chemistry 

Jeweletter Marie Johnson Psychology 

Tabatha Darline Jones Studio Art 

Mamoru  Kanazawa Computer Science 

Daisuke Kenneth Kawachi Cinema and Media Studies 

Elizabeth Berhe Kelati Psychology 

Gabriel Charles Keller Linguistics 

Jihyun  Kim Political Science/IR 

Jung Hyun  Kim Political Science/IR 

Shantrice Niomi King Women's and Gender Studies 

Jonathan Shigeo Kittaka Studio Art 

Kelsey Joanne Klug Linguistics 

Charu R. Kulkarni Political Science 

Alexandra Marieta Lai Chemistry 

Anton Leonardo Vargas Ledesma Psychology 

Bee  Lee Chemistry 

Edith Elizabeth Lee Cinema and Media Studies 

Fue  Lee Political Science/IR 

Sofia Cordova Levinson Psychology 

Erin Marie Lewis Studio Art 

Fay Xiao Li Economics/Environmental Studies 

Shunji  Li Mathematics 

Jonathan Lin English 

Kyung Soo  Liu Linguistics 

Tianxinyi  Liu Political Science/IR 

Yurui  Liu Economics 
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T H E  S P E C T R U M  

Elizabeth Christine Llanes Economics 

Erin Ramirez Lopez Biology 

Marisa Elaine Luck Biology 

De  Luo Mathematics 

Veronica Elaine Lynn Computer Science 

Asim Manizada Economics/Mathematics 

Dhilhan Umayanga Marasinghe Biology 

Aditya  Menon English 

Brittney Maxine Mikell Chemistry 

Adam Michael Miller Economics 

Ken Miyamoto Chemistry 

Semira A. Mohammed Political Science/IR 

Jessica Francine Morrison Theater Arts 

Eduardo Ramon Motino Psychology 

Amend  Moua Political Science/IR 

Lorenzo Sigmundo Najt Mathematics 

Henry Jerome Neuwirth Religion 

Raymond  Ngu Sociology/Anthropology 

Arju Nishimura Religion 

Justin Gregory Norden Computer Science 

Erika M. Ohles Studio Art 

Leo Christopher Olivares Mathematics 

Mariveliz  Ortiz American Studies 

Christian Edward Padilla Chemistry 

Yansong  Pang Mathematics/Statistics/Psychology 

Daniel David Peck English 

Charlotte Elizabeth Perez Political Science/IR 

Jabari James Perry History 

Tung Nguyen Viet Phan Computer Science/Mathematics 

Tongji Qian Art History/Mathematics 

Lucy E. Quagraine Cinema and Media Studies 

Graciela Michele Quintana Political Science/IR 

Sana  Rafiq Economics/Political Science/IR 

Anne Olivia Dae Richardson American Studies 

Nicolas Mattos Roberts Geology 

Wenli  Rui Economics/Mathematics/Statistics 

Daniel Clement Sairsingh English 

Arshia Khatoon Sandozi Environmental Studies 

Shavera Hasani Seneviratne English/Theater Arts 

Amit Singh Economics 

Sad'e Nadiyah Smith Computer Science 



 

We Are So PROUD of All of Your Amazing 

Accomplishments!  Congratulations!! 
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Danielle Dougnac Smogard Political Science/IR 

Quinn Yoshie Stewart Classical Languages 

Anisa Abdi Suleiman Biology 

Kana  Suzuki Economics 

Deborah Hui En Tan Special Major/Dance/Psychology 

Jia-Li  Tan Studio Art 

Nana  Tanamoto Biology 

Souriya Bernadette Thao Biology 

Sarah Gardner Thappa Biology 

Puchong Toongsub German 

Richard  Tovar Cinema and Media Studies 

Taryn Trujillo Political Science 

Mellisa  Udhayananondh Classical Languages 

Vaishali Umrikar Sociology/Anthropology 

Andrea  Vang Physics 

Krishna Swaroop Vege Economics 

Alexander Willis Voorhees Computer Science 

Joseph Wataru Waite Political Science 

Do Il Wang Political Science/IR 

Taylor Ann Want Physics 

Benjamin Welna History 

Adrienne Werth Chemistry 

Deborah Ann Wong American Studies 

Janie Chan Wong Biology 

Robin Kathelynn Wonsley Women's and Gender Studies 

Djallal Mohamed Yahia Religion 

Li  Yang Mathematics 

Zheyue  Yang Chemistry 

Marianna Allegra Zapanta Environmental Studies 

Jizhou  Zhang Political Science/IR 

Herman Zheng History 

Yimeng  Zhou Chemistry/Psychology 

Weicheng  Zou Economics 



Inclusion, Empathy, and Cultural Engagement 

Office of Intercultural & International Life 

Mission Statement 

For over 25 years, the Office of Intercultural & International Life 

has been an integral part of Carleton’s initiatives to enhance    

diversity and cultivate a fully inclusive community, enriched by 

persons of different ethnicities, nationalities, genders, economic 

backgrounds, ages, abilities, sexual orientations, and spiritual val-

ues. The primary mission of the Office of Intercultural & Interna-

tional Life is to provide programming that fosters intercultural 

dialogue in the service of greater cross-cultural awareness, empa-

thy, mutual respect, tolerance, and recognition. 

This Spectrum was coordinated and designed 

by: Toni Grant  & Martin Olague 

Meet Our Staff! 

 

Joy Kluttz 

Director 

jkluttz@carleton.edu 

(507) 222-4013 

 

Luyen Phan 

Associate Director 

phan@carleton.edu 

(507) 222-4451 

 

Martin Olague 

Assistant Director  

molague@carleton.edu 

(507) 222-4505 

 

Toni Grant 

OIIL Advisor 

agrant@carleton.edu 

(507) 222-4442 

 

Kristen Askeland 

Administrative Assistant 

kaskelan@carleton.edu 

(507) 222-4014 

 

Brisa Zubia 

Administrative Assistant 

bzubia@carleton.edu 

(507) 222-7488 

Want to make a submission? 

 

If you are interested in writing an article for the Spectrum, please contact Martin Olague 

or Toni Grant by email (molague@carleton.edu, agrant@carleton.edu) with the subject 

title “Spectrum Article Submission”. 

Responding to the Spectrum 

See anything you have a question, response, or comment on?  Shoot us an email with the  

subject title “Spectrum Response”. If we like your idea, we’ll put it into our next submission. 


