
Reasons for Going to College
CIRP Freshman Survey Trends
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Learn More About Things of Interest

Very important Somewhat important Not important
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Gain a General Education & 
Appreciation of Ideas

Very important Somewhat important Not important
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Become a More Cultured Person

Very important Somewhat important Not important

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

19
71

19
73

19
75

19
77

19
79

19
81

19
83

19
85

19
87

19
89

19
91

19
93

19
95

19
97

19
99

20
01

20
03

20
05

20
07

20
09

20
11

Prepare for Graduate/Professional School

Very important Somewhat important Not important
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Get a Better Job

Very important Somewhat important Not important
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Improve Reading/Study Skills

Very important Somewhat important Not important
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To Be Able to Make More Money

Very important Somewhat important Not important
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Mentor or Role Model Encouraged Me

Very important Somewhat important Not important
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