Workshop Announcement:

First Year Seminars and Moodle/Sakai

August 8-9, 2006

Experimentation with course management systems (CMS) at Carleton as well as reports from other liberal arts colleges highlight the benefits of making course materials and tools readily available to students.  Carleton students have reported that both Sakai and Moodle have helped them to better organize and complete coursework.  This workshop will assist Carleton faculty members as they revise first-year seminars.  Special attention will be paid to ways in which Carleton’s CMS (either Sakai or Moodle) can be effectively used to support first-year seminars (courses numbered 100 or 109). 

A CMS provides a central location for curricular tools and materials.  If you are considering curricular exercises that include any of the following, this workshop will be of potential use to you:

· Course folders

· Mailing lists

· Class surveys

· Online quizzing

· Online syllabi

· Online discussions

· Online access to grades

Whether your course includes an online environment with the basics (e.g., a syllabus, assignments, and e-mail communication) or the works (all of the above plus threaded discussion, turn-in and hand-back folders, quizzing, grading, and more) a course management system provides a single environment that houses all of these diverse tools.

Student CMS experimenters have reported benefits in time management as well as student-to-student contact in support of work both in and outside of class time. This workshop will explore ways in which a CMS can to used to establish a “learning community”—an important goal of small courses for first-year students.  

In recognition of these potential benefits, the Associated Colleges of the Midwest has awarded Carleton a grant to support faculty in learning how to use a CMS to further their goals in 100 and 109 courses.  The CMS-First-Year Seminar Workshop will be held on Tuesday and Wednesday, August 8 and 9, 2006.  Participation is limited to 10 faculty members, who will earn $200 stipends for completing both days.  The workshop will focus on ways in which a CMS may be used to achieve course goals.  Ideally, participants will bring a draft syllabus and other materials, but course materials from other terms can be used to practice setting up the various functions.

Sign-up is on a first come, first served basis.  Call Andrea Nixon (x4043) or Carol Rutz (x4082) for more information.

