New fall book discussion group forming:

Wednesdays, Oct. 11 and 25, 2006

4:30-6 pm

Headley House (with sherry and snacks)

Mountains Beyond Mountains: The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, a Man Who Would

Cure the World (2003), by Tracy Kidder

We think this book about Dr. Paul Farmer will help create rich, humane, interdisciplinary conversation around the issues of public health in poor communities where social and political strategies interface with biological and health issues.

A Carleton faculty member who recently read Kidder's book said:

"Paul Farmer is an incredible idealist who...played by none of the rules, has let go of more and worked harder than most of us could even dream of in our most altruistic moments, and taken greater risks than I'd want a child of mine to take. It's a great story about the human spirit."

Dr. Paul Farmer is a medical anthropologist and physician at the Harvard Medical School. He is the "founding director of Partners in Health (<http://www.pih.org/index.html>), an international charity organization that provides direct health care services and undertakes research and advocacy activities on behalf of those who are sick and living in poverty... he has pioneered novel, community-based treatment strategies for AIDS and tuberculosis...", including extensive personal work in Haiti. More on Paul Farmer and the book:

<http://www.hms.harvard.edu/dsm/WorkFiles/html/people/faculty/PaulFarmer.html>

<http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1472188>

To join this book discussion, please email Stephanie Ewing (spenning@Carleton.edu), administrative assistant for CISMI. She will contact participants when books are ready to be picked up at the Carleton bookstore.  Books are free to all participants who sign up.  Discussion times are:

Cosponsors are the Carleton Interdisciplinary Science and Math Initiative (CISMI) and the Perlman Center for Learning and Teaching (LTC), with support from the Mellon Faculty Life Cycles grant and Carleton's Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) grant.

