FORUM Steering Committee Minutes

September 13, 2006 

Prepared by: Julia Burmesch

Members present:  Tom Baraniak, Julia Burmesch, Mike Hendel, Brent Nystrom, Peggy Pfister, Kathy Tezla 
New Steering Committee members Luke, Brent, and Austin were welcomed.
Benefits and Budget Committee update:  Mike Tompos was the sole nominee for the Benefits Committee. There were no nominees for the Benefits from the general Forum membership. 

· Austin Robinson-Coolidge currently serves as Chair of the Benefits Committee through December 2006.  He will speak with Mike Tompos to verify whether Mike is willing to report back monthly to the Forum Steering Committee on the activities of the Budget Committee and if so, to verify length of Mike’s term. 
· Bent Nystrom was nominated by Forum Steering Committee to Budget Committee.  Brent agreed to represent Forum membership on Budget Committee for a two year term.   

Steering Committee agreed to support the following SAC/Forum events:
· Tunnel tour ending at Cave, Monday October 30 – day before Halloween
· Tom Baraniak will verify 4:30 start time with Melissa Thomas & Jennifer Cox Johnson (SAC). 

· Sue Traxler volunteered to assist with food/event planning.
· New staff welcome & reception: turn over to HR – Julia Burmesch with talk to Karyn Jeffrey (HR) about this
· Touring Feast at St. Olaf on October 10 – invitation to all Forum and SAC staff has gone out.
· End of school event in common – maybe at Nutting House.  Replaces Wine and Cheese.

· Coffee and muffin gathering may replace Tom’s Random Lunches

Steering Committee agreed to pass on the following SAC event ideas:

· Boss’s Day Luncheon October 17 and Conference Planning Subcommittee for Arts Center 

Professional development follow-up.
· Elise Eslinger is on family leave. Tom Baraniak emailed Fred Rogers on 8/29/06, no response yet.
.
· New tactic: Mike Hendel will initiate conversation with Hudlin Wagner and Brent Nystrom will initiate conversation with Kristine Cecil. 
Brown bag topics for this academic year:
· “Meet the Deans”: Peggy Pfister will look at possible noon hour options in November; event will be open to SAC members also.
Retreat planning status:
· December 7, 2006, 8 a.m. – 1 p.m., East Dining – Paper Use/Reuse on Campus – joint Forum/SAC event in the works.
College Council rep is Austin Robinson-Coolidge; first meeting is September 18 at 4:15 p.m.

Other events - office crawls scheduled:

· Fall 2006 – Alumni Affairs in Bird House – Brent Nystrom to provide date to Tom Baraniak.

· Winter or Spring – Career Center in Sayles-Hill – Mike Hendel to provide date to Tom Baraniak.

