American Studies 345:  Theory and Practice of American Studies

Winter 2007 – Schedule and Syllabus
(subject to change by mutual agreement as we proceed!)

Tu – Thu 1:15-3:00 p.m.



    

          Beth McKinsey

Laird 204







        LDC 211, x5900








  
        emckinse@carleton.edu





      Office Hours: Wed 2:00-3:30 & by appointment 

America is hard to see.


Less partial witnesses than he [Columbus]


In book on book have testified


They could not see it from outside –

Or inside either for that matter.


We know the literary chatter.

-- Robert Frost






    “America is Hard to See” (1962)

This course is an introduction to some of the animating debates about what American Studies is or should be, from the 1930s to the present – debates regarding focus, approach, and point of view.  We will study select themes, theories, and methodologies in the writing of a number of scholars in the field and attempt to understand 1) the often highly contested nature of debates about how best to study American culture; and 2) how various theories and approaches to analysis in American Studies have evolved and emerged over the last seventy years, with emphasis on more recent scholarship.  The course is not designed to be an institutional history of American Studies, but a vigorous exploration of some of the central questions of interpretation in the field.  It is also intended to inspire us to think about our own motives and goals in undertaking work in American Studies, and so will involve reflection as well as analysis.
Schedule and Reading List

Thu Jan 4
Introductory

READ Thomas Jefferson, “The Declaration of Independence” (1776) e-reserve


READ Ralph Waldo Emerson, “The American Scholar” (1837) e-reserve

Sun Jan 7 --  2-page autobiographical statement due 5 p.m.
Tu Jan 9
READ Sam Wong & Assistants, An English-Chinese Phrase Book (1875)




e-reserve
READ Thorstein Veblen, The Theory of the Leisure Class (1899):  chapters 1-4 (any edition; copy on e-reserve pp. 1-101)

CAUCUS group A (see note below about Caucus)

Thu Jan 11     READ  * Leo Marx, The Machine in the Garden:  Technology and the Pastoral Ideal in America (1964; rpt. 2000), chapters 1, 3, 4.


CAUCUS group B
Tu Jan 16       READ  Marx, The Machine in the Garden, chapters 5, 6, & afterword.

                        READ Henry Nash Smith, “Can ‘American Studies’ Develop a Method?” (1957), and Lawrence Buell, “Commentary” (1999), e-reserve


CAUCUS group A
Thu Jan 18     READ Jeffrey Ostler, The Plains Sioux and U.S. Colonialism from Lewis and Clark to Wounded Knee (2004), Introduction, Chapters 1, 2, and 7, and Conclusion (pp. 1-62, 149-168, 361-369), e-reserve
                        [OPTIONAL:  Shari Huhndorf, “Literature and the Politics of Native American Studies,” PMLA (Oct 2005), e-reserve]
CAUCUS group B                     
Tu Jan 23       READ  * Janice Radway, Reading the Romance: Women, Patriarchy, and Popular Literature (1984; rev. ed. 1991), chaps. 1-4, Conclusion (pp. 19-156, 209-222).


CAUCUS group A
Thu Jan 25     READ  Radway, Reading the Romance,  “Introduction: Writing Reading the Romance,” pp. 1-18.

                        SELECT and begin to READ a romance novel of your choice (we’ll discuss this in class) to prepare to write your paper.


CAUCUS group B
Mon. Jan. 29 – 5-page paper on Radway/Romance due 5 p.m.

Tu Jan 30       READ * David K. Shipler, The Working Poor: Invisible in America (2004), Preface, Introduction, chaps. 1-3, 6.                    


CAUCUS group A
Thu Feb 1       READ Shipler, The Working Poor, chaps. 9-11, Epilogue.

                         [OPTIONAL: Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo, Doméstica: Immigrant Workers Cleaning and Caring in the Shadows of Affluence (2001), excerpts on e-reserve]


CAUCUS group B
Mon Feb 5  MID-TERM BREAK

Tu Feb 6        READ * Cornel West, Race Matters (1993) 

READ  Shelby Steele, “On Being Black and Middle Class,” Commentary (Jan. 1988) 85:1, pp. 42-47.  e-reserve


CAUCUS group A
To be scheduled Feb 6 or 7:  

                        FILM SHOWING:  Know Your Enemy:  Japan (62 min.) & The Color of Honor (90 min.)

Thu Feb 8
READ  John Dower, “Race, Language & War in Two Cultures” e-reserve


DISCUSS films

CAUCUS group B

Mon Feb. 12 or Mon Feb. 19 – 5 pp. paper due

Tu Feb 13       READ * Gloria Anzaldúa. Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza      (1987, rev. ed. 1999), preface & 23-35, 75-86, 137-74, 227-46, 215-225.


CAUCUS group A

To be scheduled Feb. 13 or 14:



FILM SHOWING:  Crash (2005)

Thu Feb 15     DISCUSS film Crash  


 CAUCUS group B 

Mon Feb. 12 or Mon Feb. 19 – 5 pp. paper due

Tu Feb 20       READ * Mary C. Waters, Ethnic Options:  Choosing Ethnic Identities in America (1990), Preface & Chapters 1, 2, 6, and 7.

                        READ Matthew Frye Jacobson, Whiteness of a Different Color:  European Immigrants and the Alchemy of Race (1998), Introduction, Chapters 1-3, Epilogue, pp. 1-135, 274-280.  e-reserve
                        [OPTIONAL: Mary C. Waters, Black Identities: West Indian Immigrant Dreams and American Realities (1999), excerpts on e-reserve]


CAUCUS group A
Thu Feb 22      READ  * Robert Putnam, Bowling Alone:  The Collapse and Revival of American Community (2000), chapters 1, 2, 3, 6 & 9


 CAUCUS group B

Tu Feb 27
READ Putnam, Bowling Alone, chapters 10-16, 22 & 24.


CAUCUS group A
Thu Mar 1      READ Arthur Miller, “American Playhouse,” Harper’s Magazine (June 2001), 33-43.  e-reserve
                         READ * Todd Gitlin, Media Unlimited:  How the Torrent of Images and Sounds Overwhelms our Lives (2002), intro, ch. 1 thru p. 53, pp. 71-80, 108-128, skim 118-164 (for categories), 164-181, 205-210.




CAUCUS group B
Tu Mar 6
STUDENT REPORTS
Thu Mar 8
STUDENT REPORTS 

READ Robert M. Irwin, “The New American Studies,” Comparative American Studies (Dec. 2005), e-reserve 



Concluding Thoughts and Open-ended Ideas….
Wednesday, March 14, noon, FINAL PAPER DUE (in lieu of exam)

******

Required texts:  There is a lot of reading, but I’ve tried to pace it reasonably.

· Books marked by an asterisk (*) above are available for purchase at the bookstore:

Leo Marx, The Machine in the Garden
Janice Radway, Reading the Romance
David K. Shipler, The Working Poor
Cornel West, Race Matters
Gloria Anzaldúa, Borderlands/La Frontera
Mary Waters, Ethnic Options
Robert Putnam, Bowling Alone
Todd Gitlin, Media Unlimited
· Articles and excerpts listed on the schedule are on e-reserve, as indicated.

· You will read a romance novel of your choice for the Radway paper.

· And you will read a contemporary American Studies work with a small group and give a class report at the end of the term.

Attendance:  AmSt 345 is a discussion class so attendance is expected.  If there is an emergency and you must miss a class, please let me know as soon as possible.  And talk to a classmate to catch up on what you missed.

Class Discussion and Caucus:  Because this is a discussion class and your participation is crucial, it is important to have completed the assigned reading before class (and you should think about it before class, too!).  In order to jump start the discussion, each student will write a discussion paragraph for every other class session on the day’s readings and/or film and post it to the class Caucus discussion before class (we’ll divide into Groups A and B for this).  All Caucus postings for a given class day should be posted under one item (that is, the first person to post should start a new item and others should post their paragraphs as responses).  Everyone should log on and read the posted paragraphs before each class, and everyone who posts should be prepared to continue discussion of the points you raised.  We will set a deadline for posting together, hoping to designate a time that will work well for all.  I won’t assign a grade to each paragraph, but part of your overall grade will be based on your completing your assigned paragraphs and on their thoughtfulness and fruitfulness for discussion.

Note-taking as you go:  In this course we will sample a wide range of topics and approaches.  As we go, we’ll make connections among texts and films we’re looking at and you’ll be encouraged to make connections with materials from other courses and your own reading in American topics and your own experiences of American culture.  I encourage you, therefore, to develop a means of taking notes as you read and react to films and to class discussion that will help you make these connections.  AmSt 345 should be a foundational course for the rest of your work in American Studies, which will work best if you have a way of remembering and extending what you’re learning here, through a “reading journal” or notes that you can access later.  Further, if you take the exam comps in American Studies, one of the essays you’ll be asked to write will be based on an extended version of the AmSt 345 Reading List, so any notes you make now will be valuable in studying for your comps.  Include your own Caucus postings in your notes.
Paper assignments:  There will be several papers assigned:

1. A short autobiographical statement about your approach and aspirations as “An American Scholar.” (1-2 pp. due Sunday, Jan. 7)

2. Three 5-page papers, the first on Radway and a romance novel of your choice (due Mon. Jan. 29); the second on a topic of your choice (due. Mon. Feb.12 or Feb. 19); and the final one due at the end of the term on Wednesday, Mar. 14.

Papers will be due on paper at my office in LDC 211 or electronically by email attachment (in MSword format so my pc can read them) to emckinse@carleton.edu.  I cannot be responsible if you forget to attach it, however; if it’s not there, it’s late.

Extensions may be granted but only in extreme situations and only with advance notice and only for a short duration (you mustn’t fall behind or the situation will only become more extreme!).

Paper format:  The standard format for citation and documentation in American Studies papers is Chicago Style, which uses endnotes (not footnotes or parenthetical references).  This format is used in the major American Studies journal, American Quarterly, published by the American Studies Association, and its basics are described on their website: (http://www.americanquarterly.org/index/php/about/author_info/).  Chicago Style is also outlined in many usage books and writing manuals (available at the Write Place and in the Library) as well as in the definitive source, The Chicago Manual of Style (available in the Library).  All papers should be in 12-point Times New Roman font (which I’m using in this syllabus!), double-spaced, including endnotes and block quotations.  Be sure to include page numbers on your papers.
Class reports:  Because our reading list only skims the surface of interesting work being done in American Studies, you will in groups of 2 or 3 choose an additional book from a supplementary list to read and evaluate; each group will give a 15-minute presentation to the class (along with a prepared handout) about the book.  The presentations and handouts will be graded.

Disability Accommodations:  If you have a disability that might affect your work in this class please talk with me about it as soon as possible.

