AMERICAN STUDIES COMPS EXAM 2009-2010
Reading List for Topical Question:  “American Empire”

(compiled by Cliff Clark, Melinda Russell, David Wiles, Serena Zabin, and Nancy Cho)

OVERVIEW:  What defines an empire?  How do economic, social, political, and/or cultural sites of power come together to create an empire?  How are peripheries and frontiers central to the American empire?  What is the role of violence in the creation and maintenance of empires?  How are the rights and treatment of those on the margins defined?  What role does race, gender, and ethnicity play in the creation of the American empire?  Why do Americans resist defining themselves in terms of empire or imperialism?  And how does the field or discipline of American Studies contribute to (or occlude) an understanding of America as empire?
The works below suggest a number of avenues into the study of the “American Empire.”  Topics include cultural imperialism, empires domestic and political, the continental empire as well as international empires, and the overarching question, “is America an empire?”  This list also has a special emphasis on the place of Hawaii in the American empire.  Please note that many of these works can be used to answer many of the different questions above.
· Alexie, Sherman.  “What You Pawn I Will Redeem”  (from Ten Little Indians; also published in The New Yorker, April 21, 2003) http://www.newyorker.com/archive/2003/04/21/030421fi_fiction?currentPage=1
· Ferguson, Niall. Colossus:  The Rise and Fall of the American Empire (Penguin, 2005).
· Gomez-Pena, Guillermo. The New World Border: Prophecies, Poems, and Loqueras for the End of the Century (City Light Publishers, 1996) and Gomez-Pena’s website: http://www.pochanostra.com/
· Grandin, Greg. Empire's Workshop: Latin America, the United States, and the Rise of the New Imperialism (Metropolitan, 2006),

· Greenberg, Amy S. Manifest Manhood and the Antebellum American Empire (Cambridge University Press, 2005).

· Hagedorn, Jessica. Dogeaters. (Penguin, 1991).

· Halberstam, David. The Best and the Brightest (Random House, NY, 1972)
· Imada, Adria L. “Hawaiians on Tour: Hula Circuits through the American Empire,” American Quarterly 2004 56(1): 111-149.
· Kaplan, Amy. “The Imperial Routes of Mark Twain,” Chapter two of Anarchy of Empire (Harvard, 2003)
· Maier, Charles S. Among Empires: American Ascendancy and its Predecessors (Harvard, 2006)
· Project for the New American Century Website http://www.newamericancentury.org/index.html
· Murayama, Milton.  All I Asking for is My Body (University of Hawaii Press, 1988)
· Rabe, David. Streamers (1976)

· Riley, Glenda.  Taking Land, Breaking Land:  Women Colonizing the American West and Kenya, 1840-1940 (University of New Mexico Press, 2003)
· Smoke Signals, Directed by Chris Eyre (1998)

· Taylor, Alan. "Jefferson's Pacific: The Science of Distant Empire, 1768–1811," in Across the Continent: Jefferson, Lewis and Clark, and the Making of America, eds. Douglas Seefeldt, Jeffrey L. Hantman, and Peter S. Onuf (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2005), 16–44.

· Tyrrell, Ian. “Beyond the View From Euro-America:  Environment, Settler Societies, and the Internationalization of American History.” In Rethinking American History in a Global Age, ed. Thomas Bender (Berkeley: UC Press, 2002).

· The Good Shepherd, Directed by Robert De Niro (2006)
· Twain, Mark.  Letters from Hawaii (1866) (University of Hawaii Press, 1975)

