American Studies 396 (Junior Research Seminar)

“Visions of California”  (Version 1.0)

Kowalewski (Spring 2007)

5a; Library 344

An intensive interdisciplinary exploration of the ways in which California has 

been imagined in literature, art, film and popular culture from pre-contact to the present.   We will try to understand these works within the detailed, over-lapping contexts of history, geography, and culture.  There will be a weekly film showing outside of class.   This course is also designed to help you build formal research skills and is intended to be a preparatory course for the Integrative Exercise process in American Studies.  You will write a 15-18-page research paper as a part of this seminar.  
REQUIRED TEXTS:
James J. Rawls & Walton Bean, California:  An Interpretive History, 9th ed. (CIH)
John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath 

Malcolm Margolin, ed., The Way We Lived:  California Indian Stories, Songs &

                                  Reminiscences
    
Michael Kowalewski, ed., Gold Rush:  A Literary Exploration
    
Lee Stetson, ed., The Wild Muir 

    
Raymond Chandler, The Big Sleep
    
Nathanael West, The Day of the Locust
    
Octavia Butler, Parable of the Sower 
    
Reserve readings on electronic reserve (er)

Week 1    California Dreamin’
                Mon. Mar. 26  INTRODUCTION 

                Wed. Mar. 28  James D. Houston, “From El Dorado to the Pacific Rim” (er) & 

                             John Gregory Dunne, “Eureka” (er)



ARTISTS:  California Visual Culture

     THURS.  Mar. 29  FILM SHOWING:  Bagdad Cafe  (1:32)                                                             
                 Fri. Mar. 30  Film Discussion & Luis Valdez, “Envisioning California” (er)

Week 2    Native Visions
                Mon. April 2 CIH, 1-82 & The Way We Lived (Selections TBA)
                Wed. April 4 The Way We Lived (Selections TBA)



ARTISTS:  Rock Art & Contemporary Native Art

      THURS.  April 5  FILM SHOWING:  Ishi in Two Worlds & Ishi The Last Yahi (1:20)  
                 Fri. April  6  Film Discussion & The Way We Lived (Selections TBA)

Week 3    Gold Rush California
                Mon. April 9 CIH,  83-166 & Gold Rush (Selections TBA)
                Wed. April 11 Gold Rush (Selections TBA)



ARTISTS:  Gold Rush Art

      THURS.  April 12  FILM SHOWING:  Paint Your Wagon (2:34)


     Fri. April 13  Film Discussion & Gold Rush (Selections TBA)

Week 4    Water & Wilderness
                Mon. April 16  CIH, 167-253, 306-20 & The Wild Muir (Selections TBA)
                Wed. April 18 The Wild Muir (Selections TBA) & Robinson Jeffers poetry

                          (handout)


ARTISTS:   California Landscape Painting & Photography  

      THURS.  April 19  FILM SHOWING:  The Wilderness Idea & Cadillac Desert:  An 

                          American Nile (total 2:00)

                 Fri. April 20 Discussion of Films & Joan Didion, “Holy Water” (er)

                 ****One page Description of Research Paper Topic (due in class)

Week 5    Steinbeck, Agriculture and the Art of Social Activism
               Mon. April 23 CIH, 322-46 & Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath (1-314; Ch. 1-18)



ARTISTS:  Dorothea Lange & Social Documentary
                Wed. April 25 Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath (315-END; Ch. 1-18)

      THURS.  April 26  FILM SHOWING:  Cadillac Desert:  The Mercy of Nature & 

                              Of Mice and Men (total 2:50)
                 Fri. April 27 Discussion of Films

                 ****First 4-page paper due by Noon, Sat. April 28 in my box in Laird

Week 6   Los Angeles Noir, Part 1
                 Mon. April 30  MIDTERM BREAK

                 Wed. May 2  West, The Day of the Locust
      THURS.  May 3  FILM SHOWING:  Sunset Boulevard (1:50)
                 Fri. May 4 Film Discussion

Week 7    Los Angeles Noir, Part 2
                Mon. May 7 Chandler, The Big Sleep (1-153; Ch. 1-23)
                Wed. May 8 Chandler, The Big Sleep (154-END; Ch. 24-32)



ARTISTS:  Orange Crate Labels

                        ****Annotated Bibliography for Research Paper
      THURS.  May 9  FILM SHOWING:  Chinatown (2:10)
                 Fri. May 10 Film Discussion & Joan Didion, “Some Dreamers of the 

                          Golden Dream” (er)

Week 8    Topic TBA

                Mon. May 14 CIH, 347-406
                Wed. May 16

      THURS.  May 17  FILM SHOWING:  Zoot Suit (1:44)
                 Fri. May 18

                 ****Second 4-page paper due by Noon, Sat, May 19 in my box in Laird

Week 9   Futuristic Dreamings
               Mon. May 21 CIH, 407-65 & Butler, Parable of the Sower (1-121; Ch. 1-12)
               Wed. May 23 Parable of the Sower (122-END; Ch. 13-25)



ARTISTS:  Diebenkorn, Thiebaud, & Contemporary California Art
      THURS.  May 24  FILM SHOWING:  Bladerunner (2:00)
                Fri. May 25 CIH, 465-528 & Film Discussion

Week 10   California Research Projects
                 Mon. May 28  Student Research Presentations

                 Wed. May 30  Student Research Presentations

                             *****15-18 Page Research Paper due 6 PM, Monday, June 4th 

                                                                (in my box in Laird)

********************

********************

READING LOAD/FILM SHOWINGS:  This class has a fairly heavy reading load, but I expect you to have the assigned reading completed by the time you come to class.  Everyone will also be expected to attend the weekly film showings throughout the term.  If for some reason you cannot make the group showing of a film, you will be responsible for watching it on your own by the time we discuss it in class on Friday.   All film showings will be in Leighton 402 at 7 PM.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS/GRADING:

A seminar is a collaborative enterprise.  In a seminar, students take important responsibility for producing stimulating discussions and presenting the results of their research and thinking.  The success of the course depends both on your willingness to complete the reading and viewing assignments on time and your eagerness to participate.   The following are requirements for the course:

1)  Film File & Film Discussion.  Small groups of two or three will compile a 

       “film file” on an assigned movie and help spark discussion on that film. 

        (10%)
2) Two 4-Page Analytical Papers.   These papers are due 4/28 and 5/19 at the 

      latest.  You are welcome to turn them in before these dates and I encourage 

      you to consider that option. (Late papers for these deadlines will be dropped a 

      third of a grade for each day they are late.)  One paper should be on literature. 

      The other should deal with an example of visual culture in the course (either a 

      feature film or a work of art).  It does not matter which paper is turned in first.  

      (40%) 

3) California Research Paper (15-18 pages + Bibliography):  on a topic of your 

      choice from California history, literature, art, film or society.  It should 

      display significant research into your topic, draw on relevant scholarship, and 

      apply appropriate learning from the course.  If necessary, the paper should be 

      accompanied by short examples (on c.d., video tape, etc.).  There are

      important deadlines for this assignment in the 4th and 7th week of the term. 

      Each student will also do a short report on their topic in the last week of 

      classes.  (50%) 
ATTENDANCE POLICY:  Because of the amount of material we will cover in this seminar, you should make every effort to make it to class.  Three absences (including those because of athletic events) during the quarter are "excusable."  Any absences beyond that will have to be made up with extra work (usually an extra 2-page paper) or your grade will be lowered.

NOTE:  Students who have any disability which might affect their participation in class should consult with me as soon as possible.

OFFICE HOURS:    (210 Laird)      Tuesday/Thursday  3:30-5 PM 

PHONE NUMBER/EMAIL:   x4323               

                                                    mkowalew@carleton.edu
