
30 Minutes, Research Week, Monday, April 23rd 

Joe Eskola ’89, Director of Research, American Public Media/Minnesota Public Radio 

During his time at Carleton as an Economics major, Joe had an internship with the 
Minnesota Vikings. After graduation, he worked for six years in media planning at the 
Campbell Mithun advertising agency in Minneapolis. From 1995 to 1997, Joe and his 
wife, Megan (Danielson, ’90), lived and worked in a small village in the Czech Republic. 
He taught English and business skills to seven adults in a company that made machines 
for the glass and crystal industry. As a direct result of that experience, Joe got a master’s 
degree in international development education from the University of Minnesota. 

For five years, he was the Director of Data Analysis for Capella University, an 
accredited online university. After a one-year stint at a small non-profit, Global 
Volunteers, that provides short-term service programs around the world, Joe landed his 
current job at American Public Media/Minnesota Public Radio where he provides 
audience data analysis and primary research. American Public Media is a national 
producer and distributor of public radio programs such as Marketplace, A Prairie Home 
Companion, and Performance Today. 

30 Minutes, Research Week, Tuesday, April 24th 

Mike Kesti ’88, Laboratory Manager, Commercial Graphics Division, 3M 

At Carleton, Mike majored in Chemistry and Economics, spent one term abroad at the 
University of Cambridge, England (Economics program), and played 4 years of varsity 
basketball for the Knights. He then went on to Stanford University where he earned his 
PhD in Chemistry and met his lovely wife, Jennifer May. He began working for 3M in 
1993 in the Post-‐it® Note laboratory here he developed new adhesives and 
manufacturing processes for new Post-‐it® Note products. 

In 2000, he moved to the Commercial Graphics Division where he transitioned from 
being a senior scientist to a laboratory manager. He currently manages a product 
development laboratory of about 40 people and all of the product maintenance and 
product and technology development activities. He has three sons: Matthew (1999--
‐2008), Nathan (10) and Quentin (10 months); a dog named Oatie (a Schnoodle) and 
spends significant time coaching Nathan’s sports teams, running/biking/swimming, and 
enjoying the family cabin in Wisconsin. 

30 Minutes, Research Week, Friday, April 27th 

Janice Huwe ’79, Research Chemist, USDA Agricultural Research Service 

Dr. Huwe grew up in the Minneapolis area and attended Carleton where she majored in 
chemistry (in spite of Saturday morning classes which was difficult if not impossible to 
attend). After spending a year travelling and opting out of graduate school, she landed a 
position as a chemist at the USDA, Agricultural Research Service laboratory in Fargo, 
ND. During her employment there, she attended classes at North Dakota State University 



and received a MS and later a PhD in organic chemistry. With the advanced degrees, Dr. 
Huwe moved from a bench chemist to a senior Research Chemist spending her entire 
career in food safety research with the USDA Animal Metabolism-Agricultural 
Chemicals Research Unit in Fargo, ND. 

During her career she has provided organic and analytical chemistry expertise to the 
Unit, conducted pharmacokinetic studies on agrochemicals and environmental pollutants 
in laboratory and livestock animals, and conducted surveys of persistent organic 
pollutants in the domestic food supply. Much of her research has focussed on dioxins and 
other environmental contaminants in food and food-producing animals for which she is 
recognized as an international expert. She recently retired and now spends her time 
writing those last few research manuscripts, quilting, gardening, walking the dog, 
tackling home improvement projects (much to her husband’s chagrin), and taking care of 
elderly parents. 


