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1. What book 
are you dy-
ing to read 
this summer 
during your 
free time (if  
you have free 
time!)? Toni 
Morrison’s new 
book, Home.
2. You get to 
redecorate or 
remodel the 
second and 

Laird. What 
would you 
change, add, 

or remove? Well, obviously I would put a hot 

a Tiki bar.
3. What are you looking forward to most as a 
Senior English major? Honestly, Comps. And 
yes, I fully realize that I will re-read that answer 
come winter next year and hate myself  for say-

4. You get to swap spots with one professor 
for the day. Who would it be and why? If  you 
mean swap bodies (Freaky Friday style), I would 
say Connie Walker because I would just brush 
my hair all day.
5. Finish these lines: The 2012 graduation 
class...
wasn’t.

New Editor Spotlight: Connor Lane
1. What 
book are 
you dying 
to read this 
s u m m e r 
during your 
free time 
(if  you have 
free time!)? 
I started 

Free-
dom over 

need to know what 
happens to these screwed up characters dammit! I also 

The Marriage Plot in order to feel even more 

major at a liberal arts school.
2. You get to redecorate or remodel the second and 

or remove? 
The Faerie Queene discussion in 90 

-
ki Classroom for Awkward Discussion of  Castration in 

3. What are you looking forward to most as a Senior 
English major? I’m actually wildly excited to take my se-
nior seminar with Pierre in the winter. How can you say 
no to a class named Murder?
4. You get to swap spots with one professor for the 
day. Who would it be and why? Arnab. I want to know 
what it’s like to be witty and know every trivia answer ever.
5. Finish these lines: The 2012 graduation class...

Volume 8, Issue 7 Friday, October 26th,

Quote of the Week
“So we beat on, boats against the current, borne 
back ceaselessly into the past”

STUDENTS! Call in to ext. 4322 with the author and 
the name of the week. The first person to correct-
ly name the quotation will win a special package of 
cookies with a faculty signature! 
There was no winner last week. Weak y’all, weak. 

Senior Spotlight: Emily Altschul

1)If you could take the place of a character in a novel, who would you be and 
why?
Pierre in War and Peace.  He has some extraordinary experiences within those 1200 or so 
pages. Besides, no one will let me into a Free Mason lodge as I am.
2)What is the single best English class you’ve taken at Carleton and why?
That question is way too hard.  Shakespeare?  Contemporary American Playwrights of Col-
or?  Faulkner, Hemingway, and Fitzgerald?  I can’t choose.
3) Tell us something that most of the other English majors don’t know about you.
My car is named McMurphy after the character in One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.
4)Which book would you be okay never reading again?
Nathaniel Hawthorne’s short stories. Glad I read them once, but I don’t need to read them 
again.
5) Six words describing your experience as a Carleton English major:
Can I write about dramatic literature?
6) If you could have a drink with any playwright who would it be and why? 
Tom Stoppard.  He knows everything about everything.  And if he writes the crazy things 
he writes when sober, imagine him after a drink or two.

THAT BABY 
WROTE 
WHAT?

Who is this famous 
author? Email whit-
er or lanec with 
your answer and 
you get to pick next 
week’s baby.



1. What is your personal favorite work on the syllabus for 
“Visions of the Waste Land?” 
I like where we end up, in the postmodern playpen of Pyn-
chon’s The Crying of Lot 49. Lots of signifiers for toys.

2. What Modernist Moment do you wish you had been 
present at? 
That would have to be Nora Barnacle calling out to Jim 
Joyce that he either had to quit writing or quit laughing, she 
was trying to sleep.

3. Modernism is marked by an enigmatic and often dis-
jointed narrative style. What modernist author
would you choose to narrate your life? Which one would 
you definitely not want? 
Well, I wouldn’t want Flannery O’Connor, because then I’d 
have to be constantly on the lookout for some Christ figure 

Queries on Queries: “Visions of  the Wasteland”
Our weekly look into the English Department Argument and Inquiry Seminars 
This Week: Greg Smith visions of  Joyce, O’Connor, and beatnik English majors

trying to kill me. Maybe I’d choose Benjy—no point trying 
to make sense of the sound and the fury at this late date.

4. What do you like best about teaching A & I Seminars? 
I love getting to know these first-year students while they 
are fresh and blooming, before they turn into sullen souls 
in black leather hanging out behind Laird Stadium smok-
ing a Gauloise.

5. If you could take one of the other A & I Seminars be-
ing offered by the English department this term,
which one would you choose? 
Pete Balaam’s “Occupy Wall St.” because when he asked 
me why I had yet to hand in my paper I would tell him 
“Because I prefer not to,” and then, having demonstrated 
mymastery of the subject, insist he give me an “A”.

“The heart of an Irishman is 
nothing but his imagination” 

-George Bernard Shaw

Study Abroad: Irish Literature in Ireland
Summer 2013 Program with Greg Hewett
Informational Meeting: October 29 4:30-5:30, Laird 211

A Reflection on “What Matters to 
Me and Why”

Tuesday (10/30) in the Athenaeum.
Common time, lunch provided.

Editors’ Hindsight: The Fall 2012 Edition: If  you have been paying attention to the Miscellany this fall (really, who 
hasn’t), you would have noticed that we have been asking all the A & I Seminar professors which seminar they would like to 
teach. Just so you know, we’ve been keeping track and the prof  that has the most envied seminar students will get recogni-
tion/a prize TBD.

Students, give your best guess to the English De-
partment Facebook page by TODAY at 5 (what, you 
haven’t friended us yet?). Winner gets a prize!

WHERE IN LAIRD CAN YOU FIND THESE BOOKS?

Peter Geye

4:30 Thursday (11/1)
Library Athenaeum

The novelist

will discuss his new book, 
The Lighthouse Road. The 
event will include a reading 
and signing.

Professor 
Beth McKinsey

Language, Love and Elephants


