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EDITORIAL

VIEWPOINT
October 14, 2005A6

! Viewpoint is a forum for the Carleton community; submissions that are not from Carleton faculty, staff, students or 
alumni will be printed at the discretion of the editor. Authors submitting Letters to the Editor and Viewpoint Articles must iden-
tify themselves. Letters and Articles may be printed anonymously in special cases; such permission will be granted only at the
discretion of the Editor in Chief. 

! Letters to the Editor may be no longer than 300 words, while Viewpoint Articles may be no longer than 800 words.All
submissions should be edited by authors before submission. Letters to the Editor will be proof-read only, and may be edited for
grammar; if more substantial changes are necessary, the author will be contacted. Viewpoint Articles may be edited for gram-
mar, factual correctness and clarity; the author will be contacted only if a piece requires major revision before it can be printed.
Please note that our format does not support the use of bold print, underlining or italics.

! Letters to the Editor and unsolicited Viewpoint Articles should be submitted by 5 p.m. Wednesday for publication Friday.
Letters and articles received after this deadline may be published at the discretion of the Viewpoint Editor, but may be delayed
a week due to time or space constraints. A later deadline may sometimes be arranged for solicited Viewpoint Articles.Letters to
the Editor and Viewpoint Articles may be sent reisp@carleton.edu or via U.S. mail to The Carletonian, One North College
St., Northfield, MN 55057.

! Ultimately, whether any letter or article — solicited or not — is printed is the sole decision of The Carletonian. The
opinions expressed on the Viewpoint Page represent the views of the contributors and not the opinions of the Viewpoint Editor
or other Carletonian staff member. Questions or concerns regarding this policy may be directed to the Viewpoint Editor at
reisp@carleton.edu.

Submissions Policy

St. Olaf leads Carleton in sustainability efforts
BY MATT KIRBY

I became interested in envi-
ronmentalism at St. Olaf at the
beginning of fall term, when I
read about it in the Northfield
News.  It outlined how their
New Student Week had a
theme: a sustainable lifestyle.
Well, I was stunned to say the
least.  St. Olaf?  I mean,
Carleton’s more environmen-
tally conscious than they are,
right?  Right?  So I talked with
Chloe Stull-Lane, one of the
leaders of their Environmental
Coalition, and was only more
surprised.

Apparently we aren’t the
only school in town with land

similar to the Arb.  Olaf owns
700 acres adjacent to the
school, 400 of which are rent-
ed out to farmers, 80 have been
replanted with native trees,
150 with native prarie grasses,
and 44 are practicing rotational
agriculture.

But this can be viewed as a
mere token.  More practically,
they’ve developed a list of ten
principles which recognize that
St. Olaf currently is not a sus-
tainable entity and which
intend to help it survive the
21st century.  These principles
are to guide every aspect of the
college, most currently the
construction of a new ‘green’
science complex.

But all that’s mere child’s
play compared to their two
large projects.  As many have
heard, St. Olaf has planned its
own wind turbine, which will
be operational in 2005 and will
provide a third of their energy. 

An additional project, and
one that our school should be
dwarfed and shamed by, is their
composter.  Their school pro-
duces 700 pounds of waste
daily.  Starting next Jan., that
waste will go into a composter,
one that can handle up to a ton
per day and 14 days later pro-
duce viable fertilizer for use on
their farms.

Well, at Carleton all the
school houses have compost

bins which they sometimes
actually use.  That’s good,
right?  Right?

All this information and
more is located on their web-
site.  A website, I might add,
which is an accomplishment in
and of itself.  It’s beautifully
laid out, easy to follow, and
inspiring to read.

If nothing else, it raises
awareness of an environmental
ethic that I think we could use
a lot more on our own campus.
I suggest you all check it out at
www.stolaf.edu/green.

Matt Kirby is a member of the
class of 2007.

Campus-cash out, ‘the Schiller’ in
BY SCOTT KONZEM

In the economic history of
nations, few decisions are as arbi-
trary yet significant as the name
given to one's currency.
Currencies, with names from
Afghani to Zloty, come to symbol-
ize a country's economic strength
or weakness. 

With the campus one-card
system less than a year away,
Carleton will soon be called to
choose the name of its own cam-

pus-wide currency. And so
today, I would like to propose the
“Schiller.”

The Schiller, a combination of
the words “schilling” and “dollar,”
would be pegged to the United
States Dollar at a one-to-one
exchange rate. Schillers could be
spent at the Snack Bar, the
Bookstore, or the laundry room.
Some day in the near future, Carls
may even use Schillers to purchase
pops, sodas, “Cokes,” meals at
St. Olaf, and bus trips to the

Twin Cities. Parents and grand-
parents may even be able to add
Schillers to students' accounts
online.

Other institutions have come up
with a wide range of campus cur-
rency names, ranging from the
mundane (Smith College's
“Campus Cash”) to the cutesy
(the University of Kansas' “Beak
'Em Bucks”). I think the
Schiller would be perfect for
Carleton, because it combines the
gravitas of two real currencies with

the levity of everyone's favorite
bust. Say what you will about
Carleton, but this just isn't a
place that would run on
“CarlBucks”or “KnightDollars.”
As far as symbols go, I propose §,
because it is found in most com-
puter fonts, and it looks somewhat
S-like.

But hey, that's just my two
centischillers. 

Scott Konzem is a member of the
class of 2006.

BY ERICA PETERSON

This past Saturday was ridiculous. 
In the spirit of being concise, the short version of

my Saturday, October 8 is as follows:
Two of my housemates, walking home before the

final score of the Homecoming game was
announced, were spit at by Oles.

Another housemate was pelted with two overripe
tomatoes from a moving vehicle.

Some friends and I witnessed dorm vandalism and
were verbally assaulted.

What exactly is wrong with this picture? As far as
I’ve been able to tell, Carleton is a place that
emphasizes respect. We pride ourselves on having
a student body that is socially aware and has some
regard for other human beings. One would assume
that Olaf has similar values. Screw it, quite hon-
estly I have no problem with saying that everyone
should really have some sort of courtesy for the
people around them, regardless of whether they go
to a private liberal arts college or not. It seems like
sort of a basic building block of human interac-
tions.

On Saturday, there was a particular lack of
respect on this campus. Yes, the Homecoming
game drew crowds, some members of which were
slightly inebriated and rowdy. Smacktalking is one
thing; making homophobic remarks about
Carleton’s Q & A House is another. Spitting on a
woman is in a class of its own. 

Honestly, it would be easy to attribute all of the
events of this past weekend to strangers. We’re
pretty sure the spitters were Oles (or, were they
not, they were college students wearing Olaf
sweatshirts). The tomato-throwers could have
been Oles too, or they could have been Carls or
even townies. Some of the dorm vandalism was
definitely done by Carls. It seems like this problem
can’t only be chalked up to lukewarm keg beer and
a significantly increased Scandinavian presence on
campus. It’s easy to scapegoat, but the real prob-
lem here isn’t who spat or knocked down trash-
cans: it’s that someone did.

At the risk of sounding preachy, we have a rep-
utation that we have to live up to. Say what you
want, but treat other people and their ideas with
respect. Don’t make racist or homophobic or sex-
ist or classist remarks. Don’t knock over trashcans
that janitors will pick up, or tear down posters that
your RAs will re-hang. Don’t throw fruit. And
never threaten me or my friends again. 

Erica Peterson is a member of the class of 2006 and
the Editor-in-Chief of The Carletonian.

Seriously now, it’s time
for mutual respect

A plea for help in Pakistan
BY ASAD KHAWAR

Nature has displayed its
destructive powers too often
during the past year. Tsunamis,
hurricanes, floods, landslides
and earthquakes, just to men-
tion a few. 

For the average citizen of the
world these natural disasters are
awe inspiring events that
demand attention and induce
feelings of sympathy and com-
passion for the victims.

Often these feelings translate
into financial donations or dona-
tions in kind for relief efforts.
However, very often they don’t. 

What is it that makes us feel
for the victims one instant and
then be oblivious to their plight
the next? 

It’s true that everyone has
their own problems to worry
about, work to get done, and
deadlines to meet. But is it pos-
sible to just forget about human
suffering and not feel conscious
about our duties and responsibil-
ities to fellow human beings?
Evidently it is, and that’s what
saddens me the most. 

If we had a brother in distress,
say sitting on the roof of his

house after a hurricane waiting
for helicopters to arrive, or for
that matter buried under the
rubble of his home waiting for
somebody to pull him out before
he breathes his last, would we
not want to help him?

Would we not feel shattered if
his life was lost in the minutes,
hours or days that it took for us

to get to him?
Most of us don’t have to

answer these questions because
we don’t have brothers in that
position, and probably feel like
we won’t ever have to face such

a predicament. Please….. don’t
wait for another Tsunami, hurri-
cane or earthquake in your
hometown to open your eyes to
the human suffering that they
cause. 

We might think that there is
not a whole lot we can do to
help, but the little that we do
and the little that others do all

around the world adds up to a
lot.

I earnestly appeal to you to
give a little of yourself for the
relief efforts in Pakistan’s earth-
quake hit region. 

I encourage donations for relief
efforts all over the world, but at
this moment I speak as a
Pakistani who is unable to help
his people in any other way. 

The following website is one
that can be used to give dona-
tions to the earthquake hit
areas.The Edhi foundation is
one that is respected and known
for its effectiveness and trans-
parency, and one where you can
be sure your money is being used
for the intended purpose.  It can
be accessed at
http://www.developpakistan.o
rg

Please think of the victims of
natural disasters and say a little
prayer for them.

It doesn’t take much time or
effort, and would mean a lot to
the departed souls who cannot
take anything with them except
for our prayers. 

Asad Khawar is a member of the
class of 2006.

If we had a brother in distress, say sitting
on the roof of his house after a hurricane
waiting for helicopters to arrive, or for that
matter buried under the rubble of his
home waiting for somebody to pull him out
before he breathes his last, would we not
want to help him?

The Green Piece...a weekly column by ENTS students


