An Historical Survey of East Africa 
             HIST 180-00
Fall 2009, Tuesday and Thursday 03.10 – 04.55pm; Willis 205

Instructor: Oswald Masebo

Office: 214 Leighton

Phone: x4207

Email: omasebo@carleton.edu
NOTE: Email is the most reliable means of communication. However, I usually read and respond to e-mails from 7.00 am to 7.00pm. If you send an e-mail after 7.00pm, expect a response the next morning. 

Office Hours: Tuesday 12.00-02.00pm; Thursday 12.00-02.00pm OR by Appointment. 
This course offers a general, introductory survey of East African history.  You need have no prior knowledge of the subject, just interest and enthusiasm.  Through lectures, discussions, readings and films, we will explore East Africa’s rich and diverse pre-colonial past, paying particular attention to material and social change and the ways in which both ruling elites and “ordinary” men and women—farmers, herders, traders, slaves—helped to shape their worlds.  The course begins with a critical examination of how we view East Africa and its past, and goes on to challenge Western depictions of Africa as the “dark continent” by showing that African peoples had vibrant cultures and sophisticated technologies, participated in far-reaching commercial and political networks, and maintained dynamic (and internally differentiated) social systems for centuries before the arrival of Europeans on African shores.  Topics to be covered include the development of settled communities and states; the economic and cultural networks that have linked the Indian Ocean with the interior; the East African slave trade; comparative colonialism; anti-colonial resistance; African nationalism; and post-colonial developments. We will cover the region that today comprises the countries of Tanzania, Kenya, and Uganda.

At the end of the course, students will achieve the following:

1. Understand changes, continuities, and historical processes which have shaped East African history 

2. Appreciate Eat Africa and its global connections
3. Develop skills in critical reading of historical works. 

Assignments. Course Evaluation will focus on five areas:

1. Attendance and Participation. Attendance and participation are mandatory. The course will combine lectures and class discussions. Each course participant must be prepared to discuss the session’s required reading for each meeting. Attendance and participation constitute 20% of your grade.

2. Reflection Papers. You will write a total of three reflection papers during the semester. Each paper should be 2-3 pages long. The papers are an exercise in critical reading and thinking. Try to find out how the readings relate to or reinforce one another in illuminating issues of East African history. This will also offer evidence that you are reading the course material. Each reflection paper constitutes 10% of your grade (a total of 30% for this component). The due dates for these papers are as follows:

First reflection paper is due October 6, 2009. This paper will discuss readings for week 2-3. (10%)

Second reflection paper is due October 27, 2009. This paper will discuss readings for week 4-6. (10%)

Third reflection paper is due November 12, 2009. This paper will discuss readings for week 7-9. (10%)

3. Mid-Term Examination. You will take the mid-term examination on Week 5, October 13 from 3.10 – 4.10 pm. This examination constitutes 20% of your grade.

4. A Book Review (Song of Lawino and Song of Ocol). Students will write a review essay drawing out a historical theme in Okot p’Bitek’s Song of Lawino and Song of Ocol.  Students will identify their own theme and then develop an argument about its historical roots and significance. The review is due the last day of class and should be 3-4 pages long. This component constitutes 10% of your grade.

5. Final Examination. You will write a final examination at the end of the term. This examination constitutes 20% of your grade. The date will be announced as the term unfolds.
Special Needs: Students with disabilities that affect their ability to participate fully in class or to meet all requirements are encouraged to bring this to my attention so that appropriate accommodations can be arranged.

Week 1: Thinking About East African History

Tuesday, September 15: Introducing the course and Self Introductions

No Reading.

Thursday, September 17: Historical Geography of East Africa. 

Required Reading:

Robert M. Maxon, East Africa: An Introductory History (Morgantown, West Virginia University Press, 1994), pp. 1-9. Bookstore

Week 2: Sources, Historiographies, and the Production of Knowledge

Tuesday, September 22: Thinking about Sources and Methods

Required Readings

John Edward Philips, Writing African History (Rochester, NY., University of Rochester Press, 2005), pp. 1-13; 51-52; 86-87; 112-117; 191-193; 216; 254-256; 266-267. Bookstore

Recommended Reading

Jean-Pierre Chretin, The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History (New York, Zed Books, 2003), pp. 28-37.

Toyin Falola and Christian Jennings, eds., Sources and Methods in African History: Spoken, Written, Unearthed (Rochester NY, University of Rochester Press, 2003), pp. xiii-xxi; 3-6; 169-172; 239-248; 331-334.

Thursday, September 24: Historiography and the Production of Knowledge

Required Reading

R. Coupland, East Africa and Its Invaders (Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1938), pp. 1-14. E-RESERVE
I.N. Kimambo, “The Interior before 1800” in Isaria Kimambo and Anold Temu eds. A History of Tanzania (Nairobi, East African Publishing House, 1969), pp. 14-33 E-RESERVE
Walter Rodney, How Europe Underdeveloped Africa (Washington, Howard University Press, 1974). Read the Preface, Content, and Chapter 4, pp. iv-x; 73-113 E-RESERVE
Recommended Reading:

Isaria Kimambo, Three Decades of Production of Historical Knowledge at Dar es Salaam (Dar es Salaam, Dar es Salaam University Press, 1993)

E.A. Brett, Colonialism and Under Development in East Africa: The politics of economic change, 1919-1939 (London, Heinemann, 1973).

Week 3: Community and State Formations
Tuesday, September 29: Early Social Formations: hunters, fishermen, gatherers
Gentle Reminder: First reflection paper is due next Tuesday, October 6, 2009.
Required Reading
Robert M. Maxon, East Africa: An Introductory History (Morgantown, West Virginia University Press, 1994), pp. 11-21. Bookstore
J.E. Sutton, “East Africa before the Seventh Century,” General History of Africa, Vol. 2, (Paris, UNESCO, 1981), pp. 568-592. E-RESERVE
C. Ehret, “The East African Interior” General History of Africa, Vol. 3 (Paris, UNESCO, 1988), pp. 616-642 E-RESERVE
Thursday, October 01: From Simple to Complex Societies: Iron Technology and State Formations in the Interior

Required Readings

Robert M. Maxon, East Africa: An Introductory History (Morgantown, West Virginia University Press, 1994), pp. 21-33. Bookstore
B.A. Ogot, “The Great Lakes Region”, General History of Africa Vol. IV (Paris, UNESCO, 1984), pp. 498-524. E-RESERVE
J.B. Webster, B.A. Ogot and J.P. Chretien, “The Great Lakes Region, 1500-1800,” General History of Africa Vol. V (Paris, UNESCO, 1984),  pp. 776-827. E-RESERVE
Week 4: Trade and the Swahili Coast
Tuesday, October 06: The Swahili Coast
First reflection paper is due
You will write the mid term examination next week, October 13.
Henry Louis Gates, Wonders of the African World: The Swahili Coast (1999), 60 minutes (Film)

Required Reading
Robert M. Maxon, East Africa: An Introductory History (Morgantown, West Virginia University Press, 1994), pp. 35-51. Bookstore

H.N. Chittick, “The Coast before the Arrival of the Portuguese”, in Bethwell A. Ogot, Zamani: A Survey of East African History (Nairobi, East African Publishing House, 1974), pp. 98-114. E-RESERVE
F.T. Masao and H.W. Mutoro, “The East African Coast and the Comoro Islands,” General History of Africa, Vol. III (Berkeley, University of California Press, 1988), pp. 586–615. E-RESERVE
Recommended Readings

Kevin Shillington, History of Africa (, St. Martin’s Press, 2005, 2nd edition): Chapter 9, “Trading Towns of the East African Coast to the Sixteenth Century,”

A.M.H. Sheriff, “The East African Coast and Its Role in Maritime Trade,” in Muhammad Jamal al-Din Mukhtar, General History of Africa, Vol. II (Paris, UNESCO, 1981), pp. 551-567.

Felix Chami, “The Archaeology of Rufiji Region since 1987 to 2000” in People, Contacts and the Environment in the African Past (Dar es Salaam, Dar es Salaam University Press, 2001). 

Thursday, October 08: Long Distance Trade and East African Slave Trade
Required Reading:

Stephen Rockel, “‘A Nation of Porters:’ The Nyamwezi and the Labor Market in Nineteenth Century Tanzania.” Journal of African History Vol. 41, No.2 (2000): 173-195. JSTOR
Marcia Wright, Strategies of Slaves and Women: Life Stories from East/Central Africa (1993), Chapter 2: “Grandmother Narwimba,” pp. 47 – 58 and Chapter 5, “Mama Meli” pp. 91-121 E-RESERVE
Recommended Reading

Alpers, “The Story of Swema: Female Vulnerability in Nineteenth- Century East Africa,” in Robertson and Klein, eds., Women and Slavery in Africa (1997).
A.J. Salim, “The East African Coast and Hinterland, 1800-1845”, General History of Africa, Vol. VI, pp. 211-233.
A. Roberts, “Political Change in the Nineteenth Century” in Kimambo and Temu, A History of Tanzania, pp. 56-84.

A. Sheriff, Slaves, Spices and Ivory in Zanzibar.

E.A. Alpers, The East African Slave Trade.

Alpers, “The Coast and the Development of Caravan Trade” in Kimambo and Temu, eds. History of Tanzania, pp. 35-56.

J.M. Gray, History of Zanzibar from Middle Ages to 1856.

N.R. Bennett, “The Arab Impact” in B.A. Ogot (ed.), Zamani, pp. 210-228.

Week 5: Imperialism, Colonial Penetration, and African Resistance
Tuesday, October 13: Scramble for and Partition of East Africa
Mid Term Examination.
Basil Davidson, Video: “This Magnificent African Cake” 
Thursday, October 15: Scramble for and Partition of East Africa 
Required Reading

Robert M. Maxon, East Africa: An Introductory History (Morgantown, West Virginia University Press, 1994), pp. 127-138. Bookstore
David Arnold, “External Factors in the Partition of East Africa” in M.H.Y. Kaniki ed., Tanzania under Colonial Rule (London, Longman, 1980). E-RESERVE 
Recommended Reading

 G.N. Uzoigwe, “European Partition and Conquest of Africa: An Overview”, General History of Africa, Vol. VII, pp. 19-44.

R.F. Betts (ed.), The Scramble for Africa: Causes and Dimensions of Empire.

A.B. Itandala, “The Anglo-German Partition of East Africa, 1885-1895”, Tanzania Zamani, Vol. 1, (January 1992), pp. 7-18.

R. Robinson and J. Gallagher, Africa and the Victorians.

E. Penrose (ed.), European Partition of Africa.

Week 6: African Resistance and Colonial Rule
Tuesday, October 20: Colonial Conquest and African Resistance. The Case of Maji Maji War 
Gentle Reminder: Second reflection paper is due next Tuesday, October 27
Begin reading The Song of Lawino    Bookstore

Required Reading

John Iliffe, “The Organization of the Majimaji Rebellion,” The Journal of African History Vol.18, No. 3 (1967), pp. 495-512. JSTOR 

Jamie Monson, ‘Relocating Maji Maji: The Politics of Alliance and Authority in the Southern Highlands of Tanzania, 1870-1918’, Journal of African History, 39, 1998, pp. 95-120. JSTOR 

Sunseri, Thadeus, Famine and Wild Pigs: Gender Struggles and the Outbreak of the Majimaji War in Uzaramo (Tanzania),” Journal of African History Vol. 38, No.2 (1997): 235-259. JSTOR
Sunseri, Thadeus, “Statist Narratives and Majimaji Ellipses,” International Journal of African Historical Studies Vol. 33, No. 3 (2000): 567-584.  JSTOR
Recommended Reading

T.O. Ranger, “African Initiatives and Resistance in the Face of Partition and Conquest” in A. Adu Boahen (ed.), General History of Africa, Vol. VII, pp. 45-62.

H.A. Mwanzi, “African Initiatives and Resistance in East Africa, 1880-1914”, General History of Africa, Vol. VII, pp.149-168.
Thursday, October 22:  Colonial Administration: Indirect Rule? 
Required Reading

M.F. Perham, “The System of Native Administration in Tanganyika” Africa: Journal of the International Africa Institute Vol.4, No.3 (Jul., 1931), pp. 302-313. JSTOR 

Donald Cameroon, “Native Administration in Tanganyika and Nigeria” Journal of the Royal African Society Vol. 36, No.145 (Oct., 1937), pp. 3-29. JSTOR 

A Retired Official, “Some Notes on Native Administration in Tanganyika” African Affairs, Vol. 48, No.192 (July, 1949), pp. 240-242. JSTOR 
Week 7: Colonial Economies and Labor Relations
Tuesday, October 27: Colonial Economies and Labor
Second reflection paper is due

Required Reading
John Iliffe, A Modern History of Tanganyika, pp. 273-317. E-RESERVE
Tabitha Kanogo: Squatters and the Roots of Mau Mau, Chapter Two, “Settlers and Squatters: Conflict of Interests 1918-37” pp. 35-73Bookstore
Recommended Reading

E.A. Brett, Colonialism and Underdevelopment in East Africa: The politics of economic change, 1919-1939 (London, Heinemann, 1973). 
Thursday, October 29: Labor Migration
Required Reading

James Giblin, A History of the Excluded: Making Family a Refuge from State in Twentieth Century Tanganyika (Dar es Salaam, Mkuki na Nyota, 2005), pp. 107-155 E-RESERVE
Week 8: East African Nationalisms and End of Colonialism
Tuesday, November 03: African Nationalism in Kenya. The Case of Maumau
 Required Reading

Malcom Davies, “Mau Mau Activities and the Unrest in Kenya” in The Antioch Review, Vol. 13, No. 2 (Summer, 1953), pp. 221 – 233.  JSTOR.
Tabitha Kanogo: Squatters and the Roots of Mau Mau, pp. 125-161. Bookstore
Thursday, November 05: African Nationalism in Tanzania.
Gentle Reminder: Third reflection paper is due next Thursday, November 12.
Song of Lawino’s review is due is due November 17.

Required Reading

John Iliffe, “Breaking the Chain at Its Weakest Link: TANU and the Colonial Office,” in Gregory Maddox and James Giblin eds. In Search of a Nation: Histories of Authority and Dissidence in Tanzania (Dar es Salaam, Kapsel Educational Publishers, 2005), pp. 168-197. E-RESERVE
Susan Geiger, “Tanganyikan Nationalism as ‘Women’s Work:’ Life Histories, Collective Biography, and Changing Historiography,” Journal of African History, Vol. 37, No.3 (1996), pp. 465 – 478. JSTOR 
Recommended Reading
Iliffe, A Modern History of Tanganyika, pp. 521 – 576.
Susan Geiger, TANU Women: Gender and Culture in the Making of Tanganyikan Nationalism, 1955-1965 (Portsmouth, NH, Heinemann, 1998), pp. 1-63.
Week 9: Post-Colonial Development Strategies
Tuesday, November 10: Post Colonial Developments
Required Reading

Robert M. Maxon, East Africa: An Introductory History (Morgantown, West Virginia University Press, 1994), Chapter 11, “Independent East Africa, 1960s-1990s,” pp.247-281Bookstore

Thursday, November 12: Cultural Encounter 
Third reflection paper is due 
Required Reading

Song of Lawino and Song of Ocol. Bookstore

Week 10: Reflections on the course 
Tuesday, November 17: Final Class; Concluding Thoughts on East African History. 
Book review (Song of Lawino and Song of Ocol) is due
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