
GROWING UP CROSS-CULTURALLY

Cross-cultural Studies 100-3, Fall 2009
Time: MW 1:50-3:00 pm, F 2:20-3:20 pm
Classroom: Leighton 303
	Clifford Clark
cclark@carleton.edu

Office: Leighton 206
Phone: (507) 222-4208
Office hours: 11 to 12am,

Mon.& Wed.,  and by appointment
	Gao Dice Hong
ghong@carleton.edu
Office:  Music Hall 104
Phone: (507) 222-4475
Office hours: 10 to 11am Tues. & Thurs., 

 and by appointment




Texts: 

· Wisniewski, David.  Sundiata, Lion King of Mali.  Clarion Books, 1999.

· J.D. Salinger.  The Catcher in the Rye
· Amélie Nothomb.  Fear and Trembling 

· Lamb, Sara.  White Saris and Sweet Mangoes.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000.

All other readings (chapters and articles) are on ereserve at the library, available at http://ereserve.carleton.edu/eres/

Course  Description:

This course aims to investigate the ways in which different cultures represent and deal with life cycles.  We will explore such questions as: What assumptions do we make about childhood?  How is adolescence defined?  What does it mean to be labeled a teenager?  When does one become an adult?  How are the passages from childhood to adulthood marked?  What are the rules for courtship and marriage?  What assumptions do we make about the elderly? How do we deal with them, and how do we (and they) face death? 
Using a wide array of resources — ranging from fiction to film, anthropological essays, and group excursions — we will attempt to interrogate our own cultural assumptions while learning to understand those of others.

At the same time that this course is “cross-cultural,” it is also “multi-disciplinary.”  That means that we will work with data and documents from different academic (and non-academic) fields, which will familiarize us with the practices and preoccupations of these different disciplines.  Since this course falls at the beginning of your time at Carleton, it will help introduce you to schools of thought you will undoubtedly encounter in future coursework.

Since this is a “Writing Rich” course, we will pay particular attention to forms of written expression, ranging from short “reaction” assignments to full-fledged papers.

Coursework and Evaluation:

This course, like all first-year seminars, is graded S/CR/NC.  Why not offer traditional A-F grades in this course?  Because CCST 100 is a seminar for first-year students, we want to emphasize intellectual risk-taking, and in this first contact with the Carleton classroom we would like to encourage experimentation without (much) fear of failure. 

Still, the work needs to get done: NC is a failing grade; CR corresponds to a “C-“ on a graded scale, and represents minimally passing quality; “S” means satisfactory.

If you would like more concrete feedback on how your papers would be graded on a scale from A to F, let us know and we will mark your papers accordingly.  Please note that if you choose this option, your final grade for the course will still be NC, CR, or S. 

In order to receive a “CR,” you will be expected, minimally to do the following:

· Attend all class sessions, arriving on time;

· Do all readings before the class for which they’re assigned (and be able to show it);

· Turn in all work on time, meeting the minimal guidelines for each paper;

· Participate actively in discussions;

· Show respect for the ideas and comments of others.

To receive an “S,” we would expect, in addition, that you

· Do creative and careful written work;

· Express yourself thoughtfully and clearly in oral work;

· Demonstrate ongoing effort to improve your skills in all areas.

Furthermore, we hope you will see us as resources.  Feel free to meet with us (individually or together) at any point during the term; we will be glad to discuss the course, the readings, and your progress.

Evaluated coursework will include:

· Several small written assignments (discussion questions, class summaries, “reaction paragraphs,” etc.)

· Three papers, which may include required outlines and/or revisions.

· Random, short in-class assignments to summarize what you have learned.

· Two shorter group presentations during the term, and a major group presentation to the class, to be accompanied by a summary, at the end of the term. This presentation will take the place of the final exam.

· General participation

Schedule

(subject to revision)

Books marked with an asterisk (*) may be purchased at the bookstore.  Other readings are on reserve in the library.

Monday, September 14: Introduction to the course
I: CULTURE AS STORY: CHILDREN'S LITERATURE

Wednesday, September 16: First Stories
          Paper Due:  Write a paragraph that identifies the favorite object that you brought to college from home and explain why it is important to you.  Bring the object to class. 
· Sundiata, Lion King of Mali* 

· “The Frog King” (Grimm, Germany)

· “Beauty and the Beast” (Leprince de Beaumont, France)

· “Story of the Horse Head Fiddle” (traditional Mongolian)

· “Peach Boy” (traditional Japanese)

· “The Rabbit in the Moon”

Friday, September 18: Children's Literature: What Does It Tell Us?  

· Roger Sale: “Fairy Tales and After,” (1978), pp. 1-22

· Bruno Bettelheim, extract from The Uses of Enchantment.

· Jack Zipes, extracts from Sticks and Stones (“Preface,” and “The Cultural Homogenization of American Children”)

(Some of the children’s books referred to in these readings will be on reserve in the library, in case you are not familiar with them.)

II. BIRTH AND DEATH 
Monday September 21:  Making Sense of Life and Death

· Alma Gottlieb, “Do Infants Have Religion?” American Anthropologist, 100(1): 122-135.

· PAPER DUE (two copies):  Write an essay in which you summarize a story (fairy tale, folk tale, etc.) you grew up with, and explain how you think it reflects your culture.  2-3 pages.  Also be prepared to speak about this in class.
Wednesday, September 23: Death in America 

· David Sudnow, Passing On, (1967), pp. 72-109..

· Jessica Mitford, The American Way of Death, (1963), pp. 15-21.

· “Will We Ever Arrive At the Good Death?”

Friday, September 25: Visit to a Northfield Cemetery

· OUTLINE DUE: FOR YOUR GROUP PRESENTATION

· Group activity: Choose a local (Northfield) memorial, study it, and be prepared to explain your interpretation in class.  (See hand-out.)

Sunday, September 27,  BBC film:  “Seven Up” (time and place to be announced)

III. CHILDHOOD:

Monday, September 28: Views of Childhood in Different Cultures and Discussion

                                                  of “Seven Up” 

· Anne B. Kinney, ed., Chinese Views of Childhood, (1995), Foreword and Introduction.

· Sudir Kakar, Indian Childhood, "Traditions of Childhood: Indian and Western," (1979), pp. 27-32. 

Wednesday, September 30: Childhood: History and Perceptions

· Lisa Belkin, "The Backlash Against Children", New York Times Magazine, July 23, 2000, pp.30-55.

· Raymonde Carroll, Cultural Misunderstandings: The French-American Experience, “Parents and Children,” (1990), pp. 40-57.


· GROUP PRESENTATIONS ON LOCAL MEMORIALS

Friday, October 2: Pre-school as Indicator of Assumptions about Children

· Joy Hendry, Becoming Japanese: The World of the Pre-School Child, (1986), pp. 1-9, 168-177.

· Joseph J. Tobin, David Y.H. Wu, Dana Davidson, Pre-school in Three Cultures: Japan, China, and the United States, (1989), pp. 188-221.

· Howard Gardner, “Learning Chinese Style,” (1989), pp. 319-321.

· ASSIGNMENT: Develop and bring to class a list of topics that you will look for when you observe the Northfield kindergarten class on Monday.

IV: KINDERGARTEN : THEORY AND PRACTICE IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE 

Monday, October 5: Visit to a Northfield Kindergarten Class: 

· Roberta Wollons, Kindergartens and Cultures: The Global Diffusion of an Idea, (2000), pp. 1-14, 42-58.

· RE-WRITE OF PAPER ONE DUE (TWO COPIES).
Tuesday, October 6 “21 Up”  (time and place to be announced)

V: THE DISCOVERY OF ADOLESCENCE AND TEENAGERS

Wednesday, October 7: What It Means to Be a Teenager

· Thomas Hine, The Rise and Fall of the American Teenager, (2000), pp. 1-15.
· Discussion of papers and “21 Up”
Friday, October 9: The Catcher in the Rye
· J. D. Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye, Chapters 1 & 2
Monday, October 12: Adolescence Continued 

· Moffat: Coming of Age in New Jersey, chapters 1 and 2. 

· Introduction of “field work topic” on adolescence:

· Preliminary discussion of how to do the upcoming assignment on group presentations on dorm life
Tuesday, October 13: FILM: “Goodbye Lenin.”

Wednesday, October 14: 

· Discussion of “Goodbye Lenin” 

· Gish Jen, "What Means Switch.”

· Goldberg, “Bar Mitzvah” 

· PAPER TWO DUE (THREE COPIES):  Compare and contrast the Northfield Kindergarten class with either the Japanese or the Chinese kindergarten experiences.  Identify one topic in particular, and evaluate the merits and the drawbacks of the kindergartens in each of the two cultures.  Base your paper on your observations in Northfield and on the class readings.
· Start reading: Amelie Nothomb: Fear and Trembling

Friday, October 16: Cross-Cultural Adolescence

· Amélie Nothomb: Fear and Trembling 

Monday, October 19: Midterm Break
Wednesday, October 21: Cross-Cultural Adolescence

· Discussion of Fear and Trembling
· PLANNING OF GROUP PRESENTATIONS ON DORM LIFE

Friday, October 23: The Case Against Margaret Mead

Margaret Mead: Objectivity and Subjectivity

· Margaret Mead, Coming of Age in Samoa: A Psychological Study of Primitive Youth for Western Civilization, (1936), pp. 1-13 and Chapter 13.

· Derek Freeman, “The Case Against Margaret Mead,” (1983), pp. 33-37.

· Firth, Rosemary, review of Margaret Mead and Samoa: “The Making and Unmaking of an Anthropological Myth”, (1983), pp. 11-12.

Monday, October 26: Advertising, Sports and the Target Market

· Extracts from Friday Night Lights pp. 1-52. 
· GROUP PRESENTATIONS ON DORM LIFE

VI: WORK, MARRIAGE AND ADULTHOOD

Wednesday, October 28: Work and the Paradox of Choice

· Barry Schwartz, “The Tyranny of Choice” The tyranny of choice. Scientific American, April, 2004, 71-75.
(http://www.swarthmore.edu/SocSci/bschwar1/Sci.Amer.pdf)  and his comments at :
http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/barry_schwartz_on_the_paradox_of_choice.html
--
· Tibor Scitovsky, The Joyless Economy, (1992), Preface and Chapter 7.

· Katherine Newman, Falling From Grace, (1988), Chapter 1.

Friday, October 30: Work 
· Film: Dadi’s Family (in class)

· PAPER THREE DUE: Choose two “texts” (readings or films) from this unit and contrast their representation of the challenges of adolescence.  Be specific with your examples, but draw some general conclusion.

Monday, November 2: Forms of Marriage: Monogamy, Polygyny, Polyandry

· Melvyn Goldstein, "When Brothers Take a Wife," (1987), pp. 107-110.

· Raymonde Carroll, Cultural Misunderstandings: The French-American Experience, “The Couple,” (1990), pp. 58-70.
Monday, November 2: 

Optional FILM: The Graduate Location: LDC 104; showings at 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.

Wednesday, November 4: Marriages: Love and Arranged with in-class selections from “42 and 49 Up”
· Kalman D. Applebaum, "Marriage with the Proper Stranger: Arranged Marriage in Metropolitan Japan," (1995), pp. 37-51.

· Cathy Davidson, Thirty-Six Views of Mt. Fuji, "Typical Japanese Women", (1993), pp. 61-85 

· Elizabeth Fernea and Robert Fernea, “Symbolizing Roles: Behind the Veil”

V: OLD AGE vs. WISDOM

Friday, November 6: Aging

· Patricia Draper and Jennie Keith, "Cultural Contexts of Care: Family Caregiving for Elderly in America and Africa", (1992) pp. 113-134.
· Patricia Leigh Brown, “Invisible Immigrants, Old and Left with ‘Nobody to Talk To’ , New York Times, August 31, 2009 at http://www.nytimes.com/learning/students/pop/articles/31elder.html
· Jerry Gerber, Lifetrends: The Future of Baby Boomers and Other Aging Americans (1989), 1-17.

Sunday, Nov. 8: Film: Harold and Maude.  Location: LDC 104; showings at 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.

Monday, Nov. 9:  Growing Old in India 

· Discussion of Harold and Maude
· Sarah Lamb, White Saris and Sweet Mangoes*, (2000), pp. 19-23; 42-53; 88-111; 115-143.

Wednesday, November 11: Growing Old in India

· White Saris and Sweet Mangoes*, (2000), pp. 144-212.

VI: CULMINATIONS & CONCLUSIONS:

In this part of the course, we will try to synthesize the insights we acquired during the course, in other words, we will move back and forth between the materials and themes covered.  You will be expected to participate in a group presentation on the globalization of adolescence: transnational trends in music, art and fashion.  Each group must turn in a written summary of the presentation. 

· Friday, November 13: Presentations
Monday, November 16, 7pm, Chinese Music 

· Presentation by Gao Hong and Chinese Students: Chinese Music

Wednesday, November 18:  LAST DAY OF FALL TERM CLASSES 

· Presentations and Conclusions 
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