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History 110-03
Mr. Cliff Clark
Fall, 2009 
Leighton 206, ext. 4208

Leighton Hall 301 
E-mail: cclark@carleton.edu

Class time: MW 9:50-11:00 a.m., F 9:40-10:40 a.m.
Office Hours: Mon. & Weds., 

                                                                                                      11 -12am and by appointment.  
Drunks and Teetotalers: Alcohol in American Society

The history of the use and abuse of alcohol in America is rich in detail, complex in the issues it raises, and fraught with strong ideological and moral debates.  On the economic side it raises questions about the production, distribution, and advertising of alcoholic beverages.  On the gender side, it provokes debates about stereotypes of male and female behavioral ideals.  On the ethical side, it raises moral issues about why the state should raise significant revenues from the taxation of some addictive substances while it prohibits the use of others. On the medical side, it stimulates thoughts about how diseases are conceptualized, how treatments evolve over time, and how health issues should or should not be treated as public policy matters. Finally, on the personal and individual level, it raises questions about the use and perhaps the abuse of a potentially dangerous substance. 

Given the range and complexity of the issues associated with alcohol use and abuse in America, it would be presumptuous to assume that any one course can possibly cover all of the aspects of this topic.  Realistically, therefore, my objective in this course is to provide you with the basic skills that historians use to understand the past and to give you the opportunity to probe and analyze some of the basic questions about alcohol use in American society yourself.  


Hopefully, by the end of this course, you will have learned the basic skills essential to the historical analysis of any historical problem: the ability to examine your own ideals and biases in order to prevent them from distorting your analysis; the ability to empathize with both sides in any debate and understand the basis for both positions; the ability to read all sources critically, identify assumptions, and analyze evidence; the ability to ferret out evidence critical to understanding the issues, and, most importantly, the ability to construct a persuasive argument for your own position.
Books marked by an asterisk (*) should be purchased and brought to class on the dates assigned. 
Oral Presentations: The class will be divided into four groups. Each group will research the topic and present a ten minute oral report on the findings. Each member of the group must make one of the four presentations.
Papers are due at the start of the class when assigned. Requests for extensions need to be made the day before the paper is due and are usually only granted because of medical or other unforeseen problems.  Late papers are penalized by the reduction of the grade.  All students must follow the Carleton College policy of Academic Honesty which includes footnoting the sources of all ideas, quotations, and paraphrases. 
The grading for the course will be as follows: short papers, 60%, oral presentation, 10%,  Final paper, 30%.   Students will submit a revision of either their first or second paper by the Friday following its initial submission and the revised paper will be re-graded.
I.  Alcohol Consumption by Native Americans and Colonists
Monday, Sept. 14:  Introductions: Design and Organization of the Course, 
Writing Component, Grading, Rules of Citation 

Wednesday, September 16:  Native Americans and Alcohol:  
Read: Peter C. Mancall, Deadly Medicine: Indians and Alcohol in Early America (Ithaca, NY; Cornell University Press, 1995),  Preface and pages 1-48. (e-Reserve)

Short Writing Exercise, to be handed in at the start of the class:  Write a one paragraph essay in which you identify the main argument in Mancall’s book, comment on the kinds of sources that he uses to support his argument, and assess the argument’s persuasiveness.  (Please bring 2 copies of your paragraph; one for me and the other to be read by another class member)
Friday, Sept.18  A Window into the Meaning of Alcohol Consumption in Pre-Civil War America.  Please note that class meets at 9:30am today.


First Paper Due:  Write a two page, double-spaced essay in which you identify and evaluate William J. Rorabaugh’s central argument.  Pay close attention to Chart 1.1, Annual Consumption of Distilled Spirits, Chart 1.2 Annual Consumption of Alcohol contained in All Alcoholic Beverages, and Tables, A1.1 Alcoholic Beverage Consumption  per capita of total population, in U.S. gallons, and A.1.2,  Alcohol Beverage Consumption of absolute alcohol for each beverage, per capita of drinking-age (15+) population, in U.S. Gallons. 
Read: 
William J. Rorabaugh, The Alcoholic Republic: An American Tradition, (New York, Oxford University Press, 1979), preface, Chapter 1, and appendix One, A1.1,  & A.1.2  (e-Reserve).
Jane E. Miller, The Chicago Guide to Writing about Numbers (Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 2004),  Chapter 2 (e-reserve). 
II.  Origins of the Temperance Crusade
Mon. Sept. 21  Evaluating Primary and Secondary Sources:  What is distinctive About Each Approach?  (Handout on Rubrics for Evaluating Arguments – University of Washington): For the second Half of the class hour we will meet with Heather Tompkins, Reference Librarian. 

Read: 
Rush, Benjamin, 1746-1813 , ”An inquiry into the effects of spiritous liquors on the human body to which is added, a moral and physical thermometer’”  Boston : Thomas and Andrews, 1790 (Reserve, Library)
David Hancock, “Commerce and Conversation in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic: The Invention of Madiera Wine, Journal of Interdisciplinary History, 29:2 (Autumn, 1998), pp. 197-219. (Read on JSTOR – Library)

Wed., Sept. 23 The Historiography of  Nineteenth-Century Temperance Movements (Timothy Shay Arthur’s Ten Nights in a Barroom (1855) and the Temperance Songbook.
Handout in class: Notes on Giving a Public Talk

Read:

Jed Dannenbaum, “The Crusade Against Drink,” Reviews In American History, 9:4 (Dec., 1981), 497-502 on JSTOR

Joseph F. Kett,  “Review Essay: Temperance and Intemperance as Historical Problems,” Journal of American History, 67:4, 878-885.  (JSTOR)

Both of these short articles are excellent examples of book reviews.  Make a bulleted list (2 copies: one for me and the other for a classmate) of what you consider to be the qualities of a good book review. 
Fri., Sept 25 Comparing temperance campaigns in the past to today: MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving) 
Read:  Do a Google search of MADD.  Find out all that you can about the history of this organization, what they do, who founded it, how they fund raise, and then think about how the tactics of this organization are similar to or different from those of the nineteenth-century temperance organizations.

First Oral Presentation:   The particular characteristics of the campaigns against alcohol are useful indicators of how social values have shifted in society. Give a five minute speech in which you tell us what we should know about MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Drivers).  Decide what you think is the most important thing that we should know about them. 
III.  Saloons, Bars,  and the Culture of Drinking
Mon. Sept. 28  The Rise of the Saloon (How did economic factors shape the Saloon industry? What was the effect of taxation and Licensing?)

Read:

*Perry Duis, The Saloon: Public Drinking in Chicago and Boston, 1880-1920 (Urbana, University of Illinois Press, 1983), pp. 1-85.
Wed., Sept. 30,  Politics and the Saloon 
Read:

*Perry Duis, The Saloon: Public Drinking in Chicago and Boston,  pp 95-142.

Do a Google search of Beer pubs and the Brew Pub Industry today and their relationship to the major brewing companies. 

Fri., Oct. 2: Second Paper Due: Write a two-page, double-spaced essay in which you first identify the arguments about the nature of the beer business used by Duis in his book, The Saloon, and then compare those arguments to evidence you have gathered about the brew pub industry today. 
IV.  Gender, Class, and the Culture of Reform
Mon., Oct. 5  Free Will, Slavery, and the Language of Reform
Read:
Elaine Frantz. Parsons, Fallen Drunkards and Redeeming Women in the Nineteenth-Century United States (Baltimore, The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003), pp.  1-52. (Reserve)

Wed., Oct. 7  Seduction, Slavery, Invasion, and the Metaphors of Reform
Read:

Parsons, Fallen Drunkards and Redeeming Women,, pp.53-74, 157-184. (Reserve)

Fri., Oct. 9  Bars and the Brewing Industry
Second Oral Presentation: Choose one of the major brewers: Coors, Anheuser-Busch,  SABMiller, or Molson’s and present your findings about the nature of the Industry today (a five minute speech followed by five minutes of Questions.  Issues that you might consider are the nature of Advertising (who is targeted, why?), issues of liability, relationship to bars, nature of competition with micro-breweries, etc.
V.  Prohibition, Women’s Rights, and the Legacy of Prohibition’s Failure
Mon. Oct. 12  Women and the Prohibition Movement

Read:

*Catherine G. Murdock, Domesticating Drink: Women, Men, and Alcohol in America, 1870-1940 (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1998), pp.1-69.
Wed., Oct 14 Cocktails, Sophistication, and the Domestication of Drink
Read:
* Murdock, Domesticating Drink, pp. 70-113, 127-133
Fri., Oct. 16   Women’s History and the Repeal of the 18th Amendment

Third Paper  Due:  Using the evidence presented in the Murdoch book,  write a two-page, double-spaced essay in which you evaluate her argument that “The replacement of the all-male saloon with the mixed-sex speakeasy and bar, and the integration of drinking rituals such as cocktail parties into the home, indicates more than the domestication of drink.  On a fundamental level it speaks of the elimination of a masculine subculture based on exclusivity, inebriety, and violence within the United States.” (p. 8)   
Read: 
*Murdock, Domesticating Drink, pp.134-174.

VI.  Drinking in a Consumer Society
Mon. Oct. 19  No class:  Mid-term Break
Wed., Oct  21  Drink, Addiction, and the Creation and Negotiation of Social Identity

Read:

*Lori Rotskoff, Love on the Rocks: Men, Women, and Alcohol in Post-World War II America, (Chapel Hill, University of North Carolina Press, 2002), p.1-68.
Fri., Oct 23  Third Oral Presentation: Gender Images in Advertising for beer and  hard liquor.   Do your own research among the library periodicals and on Google or television.  Rotskoff argues (p. 50) that “Discourses of alcoholism reflected and reshaped ideologies of gender, helping to define norms of proper and “healthy” masculinity and femininity.”   Might the same be said of advertising?  Survey the current magazine ads for beer and hard liquor and present your argument about what assumptions underlie these images. 

Read:

Alcoholics Anonymous, The Big Book of Alcoholics Anonymous, 

Chapter 1 (Bill’s Story and the Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions in the appendices which can be found at http://www.aa.org/bigbookonline/ )
*Lori Rotskoff, Love on the Rocks, pp.69-85, 105-148.

VII. From Prohibition to the Treatment of Addiction
Mon., Oct 26  Is Alcoholism a Disease?
Read: 
Sarah W. Tracy, Alcoholism in America: From Reconstruction to Prohibition (Baltimore, Johns Hopkins University Press, 2005), Preface.  (Reserve)

Wed., Oct 28 The Debate Over Treatment:  Alcholics-Anonymous and the Medical Profession
Read:
“Who are the Members of Al-anon or Al-ateen?” at 
http://www.al-anon.alateen.org/prelease/prwho.html
*Lori Rotskoff, Love on the Rocks, pp. 166-234.  
Fri., Oct. 30   The Treatment Debate continued

Read:

Ron Roizen, “How Does the Nation’s ‘Alcohol Problem’ Change from Era to Era” in Sarah Tracy and Caroline Acker, eds., Altering American Consciousness: The History of Alcohol and Drug Use in the United States, 1800-2000 (Boston, University of Massachusetts Press, 2004), pp.61-87 .  (Reserve)

Paper Due:  Using the Roizen article and the website for Hazelden (http://www.hazelden.org/), write a two page, double-spaced essay in which you describe and evaluate the Hazelden philosophy for treating alcoholism.  
VIII.  Alcohol Use and Taxation in Comparative Perspective
Mon., Nov. 2: Cross-Cultural Comparisons
Read:

Jan-Willem Gerritsen, The Control of Fuddle and Flash: A Sociological History of the Regulation of Alcohol and Opiates (Leiden: Brill, 2000), Introduction and Chapter 8. (Reserve) 

Wed., Nov. 4:  Cigarette Addiction
Read:

Allan M. Brandt, “From Nicotine to Nicotrol: Addiction, Cigarettes, and American Culture,” ” in Sarah Tracy and Caroline Acker, eds., Altering American Consciousness: The History of Alcohol and Drug Use in the United States, 1800-2000 (Boston, University of Massachusetts Press, 2004),  pp383-402. (Reserve)

Fri., Nov. 6  Fourth Oral Presentation. Use your choice of materials read for the course so far, including the arguments about state regulations of drugs put forth in Jan-Willem Gerritsen’s “Summary and Conclusions,” and present an argument either for or against government taxation of cigarettes and alcohol consumption as a source of revenue. 
Read:

Jan-Willem Gerritsen, The Control of Fuddle and Flash: A Sociological History of the Regulation of Alcohol and Opiates (Leiden: Brill, 2000), Chapter 10, Summary and Conclusions. (Reserve) 

IX.  Alcohol Use and Cultural Norms
Mon. Nov., 9 Bad Habits and Good Business
Read:

Allan Brandt, The Cigarette Century, Introduction and chapt. 2 (e-reserve).
Wed., Nov. 11  Prohibition’s Repeal as Cultural Change
Read:

Allan Brandt, The Cigarette Century, Introduction and pp. 69-129.  (e-reserve).
Jane E. Miller, The Chicago guide to writing about numbers  (Chicago : University of Chicago Press, c2004), Chapt. 2. (e-reserve)
Fri., Nov. 13  Fourth Paper Due: Using evidence from the Wechsler book, Dying To Drink,  together with the materials on the Carleton policy on drinking , Dean Govonni’s March 17, 2004 letter on “Student Drinking at Carleton,” and the data on Carleton student binge drinking practices, write an essay (three pages, double-spaced) in which you present an argument either for the value of  the current college policy on alcohol use in the Student Handbook or offer an argument for why and how it should be changed . Be sure that you use the numerical data on Carleton from the Harvard Binge Drinking Study which I will hand out in class.  
Read:

Harvard Binge Drinking Study materials. (handout)

Materials from the Student Wellness Office (Reserve)

Memo from Dean Mark Govoni, March 17, 2004 (Reserve)

Henry Wechsler and Bernice Wuethrich, Dying to Drink: Confronting Binge Drinking on College Campuses.  (Read whatever parts of this book that seem most useful to you. )

X.  Comparing the Tobacco and Alcohol Industries

Mon., Nov., 16 Comparing the tobacco and alcohol industries
Read:

Allan Brandt, The Cigarette Century, pp. 131-157.  (E-Reserve)
Wed., Nov. 18  Final Paper Due: (Five pages) Topic to be announced. 
