Carleton College Modern Hebrew Program
Language Level Placement Test

If you feel that you have a foundation in Modern (not Biblical) Hebrew that may allow you to
be exempt from our four course language sequence, or enter it beyond the first level, please
download and print this test, and return it with your answers handwritten in Hebrew script.

Y ou may not use any dictionaries or verb tables. The test becomes progressively more difficult,
so while there is no time limit you should stop answering, or indicate with a small note in
English, any exercises that take excessive time and effort. | look forward to sending you a
preliminary indication of your level placement after | receive your test. | will confirm this
placement after a conversation with you in Hebrew on campus, during New Student Week. If
you have any questions before then you may e-mail me at sbeckwit@carleton.edu, and | will
answer as promptly as | can given my summer research travels.

Please write your name in English and in Hebrew

A. Make a meaningful Hebrew word out of each series of letters, in any order, given below.
Each of your words should contain two or more, but not necessarily all of the given letters (no
repeats), and you can include one or two extra letters you think of. Underneath write the English
translation.

1. alef, tzadi, nun sofit, yud 2. kuv, vav, resh, heh, yud
English
3. chet, shin, zayin, dalet, vav 4. mem sofit, yud, dalet, mem, lamed,
samech, vav
English

B. Using the letter a indicate the sound of each vowel named below (i.e., vowel a appropriately
each time) - (‘ch’ in my trandliterations below =1 /3 /n)

Tzereh Cholam

Chirig Patach



mailto:sbeckwit@carleton.edu

C. Circle or write in the correct missing word for each of the sentences below. (No vowel signs
are needed from here on.)

(MIyniv \D'wnIvw \Nyniw \Ypiv) -.n7’0In ___ D0On.1
(MIyTr \o'wTr \yIr) - .nMnay NIN .2

MM \DNIWU\NNIYW) -.N97__ NN .3

(NI7 \TIN77 \ONI7 \TNI7) .N"'72Ix nyM "X .4
(ONXR7 \D'RI7 \XIN77 \NXI7) ? NX [INYY NT'X .5
(Miwiy \nvwy \nwiy \o'wiy) ?211yv Y72 _ nn .6

(D \IRD \IX7 \nOX) 20D7N DN __ .7

M \AR7\'NMn \)?T7wAwITNNnNMMaNN__ .8

(72mM \n7D' \712' \D'71D") 20T X XNj77 NN .9

(MTNI7 \NTN7 \TN7) I0'7wINn

D. In each list of sentences below, circle the one that best paraphrases (is most similar to) the
sentence given initially. Then, on the blank lines below each group, translate the sentence
you' ve chosen into English:

.NMYN YIXN7 VID17 71D' X7 'O .1

NMYUN N7INXR7 YID]7 NXIN X7 'O *
MWD N'721X7 VIDA7 D710 X'7 NATI 0P *
.NMYWN 7X8W'"7 YID17 '0I'7 TWOK X *

JI07772 N7 D'NNY 1NN .2

JIO7772 NN7 D'NNY DN *

JIO7772 N7 DINY 1INIR*

JINTN NO'D21AIR] NIFN7 D'NNY 1INIX *

20V'7 YOI NNX NN7 - 210 '7 20N X7 N1 .3
NNIX 'NI2N X7 728,77V InWUD "7 DODKX NN *
27'702 "N NNT X7 NN *

J"YN OO0 7V INWD '7 20N NN *

NOIT X LJI0T717 NN .4
.YOX'7 YOX ,|I071j7 NN *
0'7IN N2 TIAYXR IV77j7 'R *
JNIT 22 TR JI0717 DR *




JID'NN NITP NIW7 NIV 'RY D'DO0N X7 NNIX .5
JI2'NN NNTN] NIY{7 NI'YY] 'RY D'YU2ID 1DNIX *
JIO'NN NOTP] NIYW{7 NPV ' X7W 1Mawn *

JI2'NN MNP NIY{7 NI'Y W'Y DAYIN DNIXR*

E. In the blanks below, fill in an appropriate word or letter from the list that is given. Y ou may
decide to leave some blanks and/or to use items in the list a few or several times. They should
all be used at least once.

72 7Y VYN NXRND .D7INX_ YIND DA, N0 NINOIN] NINIEZR D202 ,DN[7 N2n 7 W
XY NTIAY_ WOND DA NINEL,OYD_ DY9S_ YAIX7 YOI XIN 0N 71222 Ty _ | Ima7_
NYT_ N2 XD .V0N NINAOXR 78 2 Y LJI0VWIN N7W 7Va_ . A2 YN NINR
NN NTAY X'DELRN_ WA NN '7W XPXRN D2 70X N7WU0N0N2 NTAIE,NL7_
J7U NINRN 7W 2T NMI07__ "7W XDKXN 7W 0T LDY7RWY

NXin \nr \oy \nxX \n \a \n \7

D. Answer the following questions in a few sentences in Hebrew, using appropriate verb tenses.
1. What did your sister or brother, or afriend do last summer and why?

2. What do you hope you will study at Carleton and why?




F. Trandlate the following sentences into Hebrew finding a different way to say ‘because’ each
time:
7. We didn't go out because of the rain.

2. We didn't go out because it was raining.

3. Because it was raining, we didn’t go out.

4. \We went out because we heard that it wouldn't rain.

G. Thisisthe first of three reading comprehension exercises in Hebrew. Each text is
progressively more difficult. Read each text and answer the accompanying questions in
Hebrew. Stop working and answering the questions when you feel that the material is

beyond your capabilities in Hebrew right now. 2N'2Y7 D'7’D NINA X
DNDIX DN 7AW X7 721X D17 .72y D70IX X7 N7I90 DI JYOPTT ANILDA W' Ar1aavn oY’

Y DD Y2 AN 72X N2y 7DX7 07190 1TN7 07w 7rororTR DNIDNY ATn 97 O'RIj7 N7191”
N7 D2l MYNA "N"122Y” PR 7N “DP12Y7 PR .OWTN A7 NIRT 2701227 A7'Nn [PRN 201N M50 7w DWUn

.D"ap1n 7v 0MoD2

YR .07'D 7V NINNYN Dl N2AWA 7Y NInN7n , 0737 7Y NInN7n :012T na0n 7V ninn7n v o7wnia’®
YN NNAY7 NANAN N0 ARTRA NTIAY 7Y 190 DAYN AN AT T 09 70'0 78N Xj71W
QW21 "M97 X7 KN L,N7RN D700 DX QDX X7 DD 72'n 78N 7TV NIDN” IX “NANX NIDN” MD7 O'RI7

NANX NIWYYT LIWNSY ,"21y7” 57NN 7y1on 7Y avwn XN .“naay”

[2 2TY'7X D2 "INIM22Y 2NIR X7 IR [A2Y X7 'IX7 ,AND 1212 DN 1DI0N .NTH DYWN NX 12NX X7 D20 DWIR

o

MY DY 7Y RN RNY L, 7NNTA” MID7 X7 RINELNRTA “T0{7070 7NN MR 2NN X7 NN

IN"122Y 72 781 V70 X 0D 72X 7,N"2NXR7 7WUN7 10D ,NNNX D'7'D 7Y 2WN INX 1910 “.N1IT1A”
(Adapted from o'7wia vy eds. Tischler et al. Hebrew University of Jerusalem Akademon 1996, pg. 64)



2NNy 71DX7 1270 N17190 DI NN 1.

2N2Y] NWTN N7'D X'N “D2aY7 07'DnY DYVTE DNIX PN 2.

20'7WUIN W DND'IE7'R 3.

2020NXI1 “NM2Y”7 A7'0N P2 W7N N0 4.

LDNQ'7 2D NXRND "M2ATRA [N D'NIDSN” ,X7N D'0N JIND

NN ,”712TN N7 201N YN 1AW 127N YXDXR] DI7Rn T D'Y7U ToN-yY NIDYWN 1T 75"
NYUXI7 MW7 2IWI 21IY .DNN ATV NINNA DAIVIX7 AN7Y D'DYD YAIX TNX [PV 7V {71 '722702X aNIo7

DTN N7'ONIE 5N N7'ON N779N01, NI9NI DNYT 70NN AX'XIN NN NYI5NNY NNSLNN NX



7V NWNI NI NP 2NN QWYY 912 2'7ON0N XN D'YY0IRN DXDWN N1 177701 TWKRD NDYD [PTN 701
N7 NN'72 rwdy .01I7'N 7Y Y72 7 D701 ,NN DR 12TV NAY XN 197 7w, NT1Ion N2 nj7a°
,MY MNINX N7 N19'0 12D ..iNWKX AN 178D IR NANINNIE 1IN 0Y TAX 1TN2 712 1727 D AW ANINX
INIX IN2N .X2N] X7 ' XD NI DDNYWD NWY-UY N AN 0720 :WTIN 7D 0727 IR N1j7ann
,NAYO0N NI Y77 1TNWD D2 — 12N T2 D2ANDN N7 N7IYW ' XN .X2X] NI NNY 7V N7 aon7
7R I'7X DY NN7 MWY-NMINY 70211 ,12 N2NRNN - T7' 10D ANXM N7IPN WD TIYE N9 NN X7Y

o

NJaTnn’

.NNIY N X121 '91 :NDIYN WA 190 .7 2D NRD "1ATHN [N D'NIBN” IND
D7V .07V 71I-7IRD :N0OTN

NVIX NW'R X'N ANI07'1IY VT NNIXR X .1

'NT NW'R XR'NY D'VTI DNIX 'R .2

?27NNI0 N NNRT NN .3

20NIX N1AXYN N7¢ NINY ,NNI07' 7¢ NNINNA ,D'RN DNIX X .4

200WN NIPRTNN ,NRNNXRN NIWTNA AN .5




207Y 72NN NX NN D720 PN .6

NINIX NNXAY DXD NYNWI NNIL7 DXN 2N7W NN 7Y NAYIN ANI071 PR 7V \NYT AD ,8-10 NNIv21 .7
202 NNAaNNI N7W NaN NX

(22 Yn noo12aRa N2 oy Toone) JNID IY NIRND , ZIDNX , TXTA27 NNPND

["VD wIA'wa NIAN7 D'NY7 177 DN 020,787 DINn2 1950-1951 DWA 7R I YN WUND’
ANXRY D720 D TN 2T RIN CGRIY INYW-2 27 0DTX 7Y 1N2N 0y 02T 0NN TRRWD :DNINT7 Y

N71 0TI DN (71720 D2N IX) P2YE 70w D702 XXN1 XIN NNYYW NDIT 1IDXY DX [[7N7 N0INI ,NIVYW-11T

N7 NIYON X7 IX 7RVY FTIY XD 12 M2TYW DTRN OX NYT7 X X7X 72T RN DXN” N7XW2A [IIDNN NNT?
NY0 NN D'NY7 DX D2) DNX 970 NP0 NO7'W K71 YIRN TN XY 7¢ DNTINA H771p ,n'7'7n ,nyar°
“TYVAN”1 “NIY7” NIYOA 12N 7100 02 .(DNAXND XD Nj7Y1 NNY XY D'WTNN D'NITRN 2 NRTD
IR 7RIVND 12YN1IY AN YN -7V 011w

.2004 78 ,AXM{7 [N'D MDD /TNINDA Y70 .ANINWN AWAdN NTTO .0I0 [IWW NRD , 700X , TXT127 AND INn

2NI0Y-12T NNX DAY D'7a0 I'N 7RWND YIXRT7 D71y ,0'Y'NNn NRY N7NNNA NIAN7 DNy'7 ,nan7 .1

2D'WIN I7'X 2 N0 NN D'NYD7 ,0NIY [NIKR] ,YIR] .2




2D'WNNN NRAYW N7NNNA YR NM72 Y177 W72 D'NNN 78 anaiT [N fn DO70N X .3

Finally, rewrite, or explain the meaning of the following phrases from this text in your own
words in Hebrew:

["YD w2 ..177 DAP DA... .1

DT DN (7IT20 D2N IX) PAYE 70U D702 XXN] XN ANYY NDITA INXY NX [[7N7 N0In... .2

(alittle adapted from the text, line 6)  ...onaxNn XD N7VIY D'WTN DNITX... .3

IRWYT7 7RIVN 12YNIYW NN 1YW T-7Y NN 1A "Y' Niyoa Narn... .4




