
Carleton College Modern Hebrew Program
Language Level Placement Test

If you feel that you have a foundation in Modern (not Biblical) Hebrew that may allow you to
be exempt from our four course language sequence, or enter it beyond the first level, please
download and print this test, and return it with your answers handwritten in Hebrew script.

You may not use any dictionaries or verb tables. The test becomes progressively more difficult,
so while there is no time limit you should stop answering, or indicate with a small note in
English, any exercises that take excessive time and effort. I look forward to sending you a
preliminary indication of your level placement after I receive your test. I will confirm this
placement after a conversation with you in Hebrew on campus, during New Student Week. If
you have any questions before then you may e­mail me at sbeckwit@carleton.edu, and I will
answer as promptly as I can given my summer research travels.

Please write your name in English and in Hebrew ____________________________________

A. Make a meaningful Hebrew word out of each series of letters, in any order, given below.
Each of your words should contain two or more, but not necessarily all of the given letters (no
repeats), and you can include one or two extra letters you think of. Underneath write the English
translation.

1. alef, tzadi, nun sofit, yud 2. kuv, vav, resh, heh, yud

____________________ ____________________

____________________ English ____________________

3. chet, shin, zayin, dalet, vav 4. mem sofit, yud, dalet, mem, lamed,
    samech, vav

____________________ _____________________

____________________ English _____________________

B. Using the letter b indicate the sound of each vowel named below (i.e., vowel b appropriately
each time) ­ (‘ch’ in my transliterations below = j /k /g)

Tzereh_______________ Cholam_______________

Chiriq________________ Patach________________

mailto:sbeckwit@carleton.edu


Circle or write in the correct missing word for each of the sentences below. (No vowel signs
are needed from here on.)

(zerney \mirney \zrney \rney) - .dwiqen _______ md .1
(zercei \mircei \rcei) - .zixar ________`ed .2
(zezey \mizey \dzey) - .dtw________oz` .3

(zecnel \cenll \micnel \cnel) .zilbp` _________dvex ip` .4
(mz`xw \mi`xew \`exwl \z`xew) ?_______z` oezir dfi` .5

(zeyer \ziyr \dyer \miyer) ?xary uiwa _______dn .6
(in \oi`n \o`l \dti`) ?mikled md ______ .7

(in \dnl \izn \dn) ?oc ly dycgd dxagd ______ .8
(lkez \dleki \leki \mileki) ?df z` `exwl _______ z` .9

(zcnel \epcnl \cnlp) !milyexia ________epgp` ,d`ad dpya .10

D. In each list of sentences below, circle the one that best paraphrases (is most similar to) the
sentence given initially. Then, on the blank lines below each group, translate the sentence
you’ve chosen into English:
                                                                             .dpyd ux`l reqpl leki `l iqei .1

.dpyd dwixn`l reqpl dvex `l iqei *
.dpyd dilbp`l reqpl mileki `l dpice iqei *

.dpyd l`xyil reqpl iqeil xyt` i` *

______________________________________________

.oFh§l §x©wa zeidl migny epgp` .2
.oehlxwa zeidl migny md *

.oehlxwa zeidl miaevr epgp`*
.z`fd dhiqxaipe`a zeidl migny epgp` *

______________________________________________

?myl rqep dz` dnl - aeh il dxiaqd `l dpix .3
.dze` izpad `l la` ,jilr edyn il dxn` dpix *

.llka izi` dxaic `l dpix *
.oiiprn hxq lr edyn il dxiaqd dpix *

______________________________________________
.`tex did` ,oehlxw ixg` .4
.ux`l rq` ,oehlxw ixg` *

.mileg ziaa cear` ,oehlxw ixg` *
.x`ec ziaa cear` ,oehlxw ixg` *

______________________________________________

C.



.oekizd gxfna zeyw zeira oi`y minikqn `l epgp` .5
.oekizd gxfna zeyw zeira oi`y miyibxn epgp` *

.oekizd gxfna zeyw zeira eid `ly epayg *
.oekizd gxfna zeyw zeira yiy miayeg epgp`*

______________________________________________

E. In the blanks below, fill in an appropriate word or letter from the list that is given. You may
decide to leave some blanks and/or to use items in the list a few or several times. They should
all be used at least once.

xb ily xirv_ g`d .dwixn`_ uegn mbe ,zixad zevx`a zenewn daxda ,miaexw daxd il yi
.l`xyia dcear__ ytgn mb `ede ,mrt_ mrt_ ux`l rqep `ed .ihixa wpaa caer ___e ,oecpel_
dxic_ dxb `id .zixad zevx` ly dxia_ xir ,oehbpiyeea dly lra_ ____ dxb dxirv_ izeg`

zexixbya zcaer `ide ,`id_ xira dxb ily `n`d mb .zipwixn`_ dlynna zcaere ,dphw_
 .ily zeg`d ly dxicd_ dphw____ ily `n`d ly dxicd .zil`xyi_

`ed \xzei \mr \z` \d \a \n \l

D. Answer the following questions in a few sentences in Hebrew, using appropriate verb tenses.
1. What did your sister or brother, or a friend do last summer and why?

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________
2.  What do you hope you will study at Carleton and why?

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________



Translate the following sentences into Hebrew finding a different way to say ‘because’ each
time:
We didn’t go out because of the rain.

____________________________________________________________________________
We didn’t go out because it was raining.

____________________________________________________________________________
Because it was raining, we didn’t go out.

____________________________________________________________________________
We went out because we heard that it wouldn’t rain.

____________________________________________________________________________
This is the first of three reading comprehension exercises in Hebrew. Each text is
progressively more difficult. Read each text and answer the accompanying questions in
Hebrew. Stop working and answering the questions when you feel that the material is
beyond your capabilities in Hebrew right now. ?zixarl milin ze`a ji`

1 .mixne` md ",xyk `l lke` df" .diipabr milke` `l dipletn micedid  .zihnxc dixehqid yi diipabrd ixtl

 didi dn :dira dziid la` ,zeipabr lek`l mipletd ecnl milyexia "!'miiheici` migetz' dfd ixtl mi`xew dipleta"

`l mbe dpyna "diipabr" oi` ,j"pza "diipabr" oi` .dycg dlin z`f ?"diipabr" dlind oii`n ?dfd ixtd ly myd

.m"anxd ly mixtqa

5 yi` .milin lr zengln mbe zayd lr zengln ,mixaw lr zengln :mixac daxd lr zengln yi milyexia

 zinpxba .zixarl zipnxbn dixeqa dnc`d zcear lr xtq mbxiz ,ipeive izc icedi ,qpit lkin l`igi `xwpy

 mya ixtl `xw `ede ,dl`d milind z` ad` `l qpit lkin l`igi ."ocr getz" e` "dad` getz" ixtl mi`xew

.dad` zeyrl ,eyexty ,"aebrl" ik"pzd lretd lr ayg `ed ."diipabr"

oa xfril` mb "!zeipabr ade` `l ip`e oabr `l ip`" ,azk xpxa miig xteqd .dfd myd z` ead` `l miax miyp`

10 :zixara myd lr div`ixee `idy ,"dxeca" ixtl `xw `ede ,z`fd "ziqwq"d dlind z` ad` `l dcedi

!diipabr ila il`xyi hlq oi` meid la` ",diipad`" lynl enk ,zexg` milin lr ayg xg` xteq ".dxecpa"
(Adapted from milyexia zixar eds. Tischler et al. Hebrew University of Jerusalem Akademon 1996, pg. 64)

F.

7.

2.

3.

4.

G.



?zeipabr lek`l eaxiq dipletn micedid dnl 1.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
?zixara dycg dlin `id diipabr  dlindy mircei epgp` ji` 2.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
?milyexia yi migekiee eli` 3.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
?dad`e "diipabr" dlind oia xywd dn 4.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

hkxail oeiaq z`n "xacnd on migetz" ,xvwd xetiqd jezn

1 dayg ,"xacn dep" bdpd riced eay xacnd rvn`a mewnd cre milyexia cqg-ixry zpekyn ,jxcd lk

 dy`xl dxyw aeye aey .mdn dcxie zepgza qeaehe`l dzlr minrt rax` .cg` oiipr lr wx lpaxa` dixehwie

.jxcd zlitze ixtd zlitz dlltzde ,geRze mgl lqdn d`ived ,gexa drxtzdy zgRhnd z`



lr dayge ,xzeie xzei aedv dyrpy sepa dlkzqd `ide mirqepd mipkyd da Elwzp xy`k dqrk onfd lke

5dl dzlib eiykr .mipelig ly ueaiwa xebl dklde ,ziad z` dafre dpy ivg iptl dnwy ,zxxeqd dz¦A dwax

,dxy dzeg` dl dxtiq xak ...Fzy` dzid eli`k ezi` zbdpzne xega mr cg` xcga dxb dwax ik dxy dzeg`

eze` e`iad .`ava oivw did `ed .eze` dxikdyk dxyr-yy za dzid dwax :yceg lk dwax z` zxwand

,dytihd ,`ide .ueaiwl xfgyk mb - xag icia miazkn dl gley did `ed .`ava zepa zexy lr zepal xiaqdl

l` eil` drqpe dnw dxyr-dpeny libae ,ea dad`zd - cli enk dz`xp zwepiz dzidyk cere dti dzid `ly

10.xacnd

.dgpy dig ,i`pa itx :zkxrn ,xyb xtq .hkxail oeiaq z`n "xacnd on migetz" :jezn
milyexi ,m"ra jle-xe`n :dqtcd

?drepv dyi` `id dixehwiey mircei epgp` ji`

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

?zizc dyi` `idy mircei epgp` ji`

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

?"zxxeq za" z`f dn

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

?dze` zpavrn dly zady  ,dixehwie ly zebdpzda ,mi`ex epgp` ji`

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
?dxyn zFbi`cnd ,zepexg`d zeycgd eid dn

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

.1

.2

.3

.4

.5



?dly xagd z` dxikd dwax ji`

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
zade` zn`ay m`k drnyp dixehwie m`d ?dly zad lr zayeg dixehwie ji` lr jzrc dn ,8-10 zexeya

?da d`bzne dly zad z`

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

l dgiztlenz` ,c`cba jneq oeyy z`n ,(aia` lz zhiqxaipe`a ziaxr zextql xeqtext)

1 oiiprn yeaiya zeaexw mizrl ewl mdn miax ,l`xyil mipenda 1950-1951 mipya w`xir icedi eribd xy`k

 xn`y dlbn did ciine ?icedi `ed :l`ey egiy-oa did ,iyily mc` lr exag mr xaic mdn cg`yk :mzedfl rbpy

 `le :micedi md (lecbd maex e`) eiayei lky mewna `vnp `ed dzry exkefa envr z` owzl dqpne ,zehy-xac

`l zerhd .`l e` iw`xir icedi `ed ea xaecny mc`d m` zrcl dvx `l` "?icedi `ed m`d" dl`ya oeekzd z`fl

5dpih dzid mizrl m` mb) mixg` itlk dpih dtwiy `le ux`d icedi x`y ly mzcedia lEflfn ,dlilg ,drap

"zirbx"e "zipeyl" zerha xaecn lekd jqa .(mzavgn xevn Exwrp dzr s`y miycgd migxf`d oia z`fk

.l`xyil w`xirn xarnay xidnd iepiyd ici-lr dnxbpy

l dgizt :jeznlenz` ,c`cba.2004 ,l`xyi ,d`ixw oniq ixtq /cge`nd ueaiwd .dxegyd dyakd zxcq .jneq oeyy z`n ,

?zehy-xac exn` mdy milbn eid w`xirn ux`l miler ,miyingd zepy zlgzda zeaexw mizrl ,dnl

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
?miyp` eli` oia dpih dzid minrtl ,mipy oze`a ,ux`a

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

.6

.7

.1

.2



 ?miyingd zepy zlgzda ,ux`a zeielb ueaiwl xywa migzn ly dnbec ozep dfd hqwhd ji`

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Finally, rewrite, or explain the meaning of the following phrases from this text in your own
words in Hebrew:

oiiprn yeaiya ...ewl mdn miax...

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

...micedi md (lecbd maex e`) eiayei lky mewna `vnp `ed dzry exkefa envr z` owzl dqpn... .2

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

 ...mzavgn xevn Exwrpy miycg migxf`... .3(a little adapted from the text, line 6)

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

.l`xyil w`xirn xarnay xidnd iepiyd ici-lr dnxbpy "zirbx"e "zipeyl" zerha xaecn... .4

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

.3

.1


