
Kate Dyson (’02) 

 

In April I quit my job at Willkie and moved to Boston (my husband got a job up here and I was 

ready for a change).  Over the summer I attended pastry school and studied for the MA bar 

exam.  I am now baking up a storm and looking for work as an attorney in Boston (the search is 

going well).  I volunteer with the MSPCA and am about to start volunteering with child 

immigrants who are seeking asylum. 

 

What have you been up to since you graduated?   

After I graduated I worked for the New York City Department of City Planning as a 

transportation planner.  I designed some of the city's bicycle routes.  I then went to law school, 

worked as a litigator at a big law firm in New York, and recently moved to Boston.  In Boston I 

attended pastry school, but have decided I still want to be an attorney.  

 

What do you do for a living?   

I'm an attorney.  

 

How has being a math major helped you get where you are?   

In almost every interview I've ever been on I was asked a variation on that question: "How does 

being a math major help you as an attorney?"  Being a math major has helped me primarily in 

two ways: I am very comfortable with numbers and my abstract reasoning is excellent.  Those 

two qualities served me well as a transportation planner, where I needed to work with numbers 

all the time, as an attorney where we worked with statistical experts and abstract reasoning is 

key, and certainly in pastry school, where being able to measure was harder than you'd think.   

 

What were the steps involved in getting to where you are?   

1) Moving to New York on a whim.  

2) Networking with Carleton alumni to get the job I wanted.  

3) Thinking hard about whether it was the job I wanted.  

4) Going back to school. 

5) Moving back to New York for love.  

6) Moving to Boston for love and again thinking hard about the job I want.  

7) Networking with Carleton alumni to find the job I want.  

 

Are there classes you wish you would have taken while you were at Carleton which you didn't?   

Statistics--I wasn't that interested while I was at Carleton, but as someone who's not a 

mathematician now, it would be very useful.  

 

What advice would you give current math majors?   

Learn how to explain complicated math in simple English.  Non-math majors are almost always 

impressed that you were a math major, but they're more impressed if you can actually tell them 

what you did.  


