POSC 170

International Relations and World Politics
Spring 2006
Carleton College, Leighton 304
M-W 9:50-11:00, F 9:40 -10:40
Professor Greg Marfleet
Willis 413
Office: 646-4116

E-mail: gmarflee@carleton.edu
Office Hours T, Th 12-3
This course is a broad introductory survey that is designed to acquaint students with theories, concepts and events of world politics. During the course students will gain some familiarity with the major sub-fields of international relations including security studies, foreign policy analysis, and political economy.  We will also examine some current trends and issues and try to assess which theories generates the best understanding of our world.  The background provided by this course should prepare students for (or perhaps entice them into pursing) future coursework in these areas or, failing that, simply make them more attentive to international events and better consumers of world news.
Course Materials to Purchase
Text and Readers
Charles Kegley and Gregory Raymond (2005) The Global Future: A Brief Introduction to World Politics.

James Roberts and Alan Rosenblatt (2002) International Relations Using MicroCase ExploreIt.

Paul Williams, Donald Goldstein and Jay Shafritz (2006) ClassicReadings and Contemporary Debates in  International Relations, 3rd ed.

Cases:

See the Course Materials Folder on COURSES

Other Materials:
An additional Resource that you will need to consult when you prepare your Case Study response  is Lexis-Nexis a full-text, on-line news archive to which our library subscribes.

http://www.lexisnexis.com/universe
Course Requirements and Grading 


Requirement 






Points

Participation






150

Case Study Response
 




200

Independent MicroCase Exercises (Ch1 & 2)


100


Movie Review






  50

Group Presentation 





200


Final Exam






300
 










____









1000

Points to Grade conversion:  A  940+,  A- 939 to 900,  B+ 899 to 870,  B 869 to 830, B- 829 to 800, C+ 799 to 770, C 769 to 730, C- 729 to 700, D + 699 to 670, D 669 to 630, D- 629 to 600, F 599 or less.  
Description of Components
Participation: Fridays at the start of the semester will be devoted to the analysis of a set of case studies.  There will be no lecture on these days.  Students will be expected to have completed the reading and be prepared to generate course content that day through their informed discussion. Your peer evaluation for the group project will also be considered as a participation component.
Case Study Analysis:  During weeks 2 through 4, we will read and discuss three cases.  Each student must submit ONE Case Study Analysis during the term on the case of their choosing.  I would warn you that leaving this assignment until the last case will make for a more hectic mid-term, so select your case wisely.  At least one week prior to the case discussion days I will provide a short list of questions related to the case. These will be designed to encourage students to critically integrate the theoretical concepts discussed in class and readings with real-world events described in the case.  There will be some choice regarding the questions to which you will be asked to respond. Each question will involve some degree of independent research outside the class using an on-line news source (Lexis-Nexis).  This paper of not more than 6 pages (typed, double spaced, 12pt font with reasonable margins). Your case response is due at the beginning of class on the day we are scheduled to discuss the case to which you have respond  Late case responses incur a significant penalty.
Independent Microcase ExplorIt Exercises:  On Friday of week 5 class will meet in a data lab (location to be announced) where we will take some time to become familiar with the MicroCase software and database. Students will be responsible for independently completing the exercises for Chapters 1 and 2 and must submit these pages by Friday of Week 6 (May 5th).
Movie Review:  During week 6, on Wednesday and Friday, while you are working on your independent MicroCase analyses, we’ll take a break from the reading and assignment load and collectively watch a move.  Snacks will be provided!  Your brief (2 page) review of the movie (and the case) can be submitted at any time before the end of class on May 31st .   I strongly suggest completing it before the end of the term as this will likely be a busy time for us all.  The topic of your review is open.  You can address anything you found interesting about the movie and case that relates to international relations.   Obviously, the best reviews will consciously refer to theoretical approaches, key concepts, debates, data or other course material and will conspicuously refer to course literature (and provide the customary citations). 

Group Presentation:  When I return your independent MicroCase Exercise assignments I will divide the class into 5 groups.  Each group will be assigned two chapters from the MicroCase book. Using their software and dataset they should complete the analysis exercises for these two chapters and prepare a thirty-minute presentation (fifteen minutes on each MicroCase chapter assigned to the group).  While working though the exercises at the end of your two chapters is a good start, this shouldn’t be much of a challenge since you have already accomplished this individually. So I strongly encourage you to go beyond each chapter’s assigned exercises when analyzing data to answer these questions.  Since these chapters map roughly to the G&R text chapters you should consider using some of the material on the CD for that text to augment your presentation.  Your group should use the impressive media facilities in Leighton 304 with PowerPoint (or Keynote if you’re a Mac team) to present the most significant findings. I expect each group member to play ‘a speaking part’ in the presentation.  On the day of a group’s presentation, each group member must hand in a one-page report on the activities of each group member in preparing the presentation. This assessment will be considered when I assign participation grades.  Each group must also hand in one set of completed exercises for their two chapters and submit a final version of their presentation electronically by e-mailing me a copy and placing it in the Common folder on COURSES. All of these components comprise the group grade for this assignment. Material from the student reports will be included in the final examination questions (see below) and I will also ask each student to evaluate/rank the work of the groups.
Final Exam: The exam will be comprehensive, closed book and self scheduled.  It will be comprised of two sections. The first will consist of six, short-answer (identify and explain the significance of …” type) questions from which students will select and respond to three (150 points total).  These will draw from the first 5 weeks of the course.  Each response should take-up roughly one page of an 81/2 x 11 exam booklet (up to two pages in the smaller ones).  The second section will provide three questions from which you will choose one for a longer essay response (150 points). These questions will relate to the readings you have done and ask you to draw on evidence from the student presentations of week 9.
Notice on Late Papers:

All late papers will be penalized 10 points per day (or any part of a day) to a maximum of 50% of the available points for that project. If the syllabus indicates a paper must be handed in at the beginning of class and you hand it in after class a late penalty will be applied.  Notice, however, that no matter how late something is, it is ALWAYS worth submitting.

Outline of Course and Readings
Week 1

Introduction, Major Approaches and Debates



Readings K&R 1 ;  WGS Sections I a & b (intro, 1-9) 
Week 2

Major Approaches and Debates 



Readings K&R 2 ;  WGS Sections II 


4/7 – F 

CASE 1
Week 3

Actors and Foreign Policy



Readings K&R 3 ;  WGS Sections IIIa


4/14 – F 

CASE 2 
Week 4

Anarchy and Cooperation



Readings K&R 9, 10; WGS Sections IVa & b (intro 24- 34)

4/21 – F 

CASE 3
Week 5

Threatening and Using Force



Readings K&R 7 & 8;  WGS Sections V 


4/ 28 – F  

LAB SESSION ON MicroCase (location TBA) 

Week 6


5/1 – M

[NO CLASS MIDTERM BREAK]


5/3 - W

Movie Day 1


5/5 – F

Movie Day 2




        Independent MicroCase Assignment Due 
Week 7

Political Economy & Development



Readings K&R 5, 12, 14, WGS section I c (10-12)

5/12 – F 

Class Discussion WGS VI b (52-54)

Week 8

Global Society



Readings K&R 6, 11, 13  WGS Sections IIIb (21-23)

5/19 – F

Class Discussion WGS IVc (35-39) and VIa (intro, 49-51) 
Week 9


5/22 - M

Group Presentations by Groups #1 and #2 

5/24 – W 
Group Presentations by Groups #3 and #4

5/26 – F 

Group Presentation by Group #5
Week 10
Current Controversies

5/29 – M 
Class Discussion WGS: VI, c (55-58)

5/31 – W 
Class Discussion WGS: VI d & e (59-64)




           Movie Review Due no later than 5 pm today!


SELF SCHEDULED FINAL EXAM 
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