Political Science 213/313: Labor Politics in a Global Age
Spring 2008
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Office: 403 Willis, Phone: 646-4680
This seminar explores the power and limits of union organizing in the United States from a comparative perspective.  The class mainly examines the American labor movement, comparing it with union movements in other advanced industrial countries.  What are the prospects for strengthening unions as barriers to capital and trade flows are lessened across national borders?  As union membership has declined in the U.S. in recent decades, how has the influence of unions in American politics changed?  Do unions face the same challenges in all industrial countries?  How are unions attempting to revive the labor movement?  The class learns to use political-economic tools to analyze the role of unions in the workplace and in national and local politics.   
Students may enroll in either Political Science 213 or 313.  Sophomores should in almost all cases enroll for Political Science 210.  Juniors and seniors may enroll for either Political Science 210 or 310.    Whether students enroll in the 200- or 300-level course, all students will have the same reading assignments.  The instructor will evaluate each student’s class participation according to the same standard, no matter whether the student enrolled in POSC 210 or 310.  
The writing requirements differ, however.   If you enroll in Political Science 313, you will write an independent research paper (17-20 pages) that can be later revised to fulfill your comps requirement in political science.  To ensure that the research is well-designed, you will submit a proposal for your project in the 6th week.  If you enroll in Political Science 213, you will write three 5-page essays that synthesize and critique the course readings.  No independent research is required.  These essays will respond to a prompt, which will be distributed one week before the due date.

The seminar emphasizes participation by all students in class discussions.  The instructor will often present material to help you understand the assigned readings in the context of a broader body of scholarship.  But it is the responsibility of each student to help make the seminar interesting and lively.  This means you must read each assignment carefully before class, prepare notes of questions and comments you wish to raise, and actively contribute to our group conversation   You will be asked to critically analyze the texts and think about how the implications of each author’s argument.  Be prepared to discuss the following questions for each assigned reading.  The instructor will randomly select a student or two to answer these questions at the start of class.
1. What is the argument?  Summarize the logical steps of the argument. Does the author connect the argument to a larger theoretical framework?   Can you identify normative assumptions or philosophical foundations of the argument?  

2. Do you find the argument compelling?  What do you think of the evidence? What are its strengths and weaknesses?  

3. How does the analysis in this text stand up next to the analysis offered by other authors on similar questions (i.e. in texts read in this class or other classes)?  Can the analysis be extended to other questions of interest?
In addition to these three questions, students will pair up to prepare two additional discussion questions each week.  These two questions must be sent out to the class email list by 4 p.m. on the afternoon before class.  In the morning or early afternoon of that day (the day before class), the instructor will consult with the two students who are preparing the questions.  We will possibly revise the questions before they are sent out to the class.  

Required Texts
             Peter L. Francia, The Future of American Labor in American Politics. 

                  Columbia Univ. Press.  2006.

             Horace Huntley and David Montgomery (eds.), Black Workers’ Struggle for 
                  Equality in Birmingham, Univ. of Illinois. 2004.
             All book chapters and articles listed as required are available on

                  e-reserves or in online journals at Gould Library.
Policy on academic honesty

Each written assignment must be the product of your own independent work.  You are encouraged to discuss ideas for your papers with classmates, but you must write your papers on your own.  Be sure to consult the new College handbook (2007) on academic honesty for details on submission of written work.

Preparing Questions for Class Discussions
As described above, each student will work with one other student and the instructor to prepare several discussion questions for at least one and probably two class meetings over the course of the term.  These questions must be distributed to the class by 4 p.m. the day before class.

Attendance
More than two unexcused absences for any reason other than documented illness or an emergency will result in a lowering of your final grade by a full grade.

Writing requirements
        POSC 213 –  Three 5-page essays.

                                    Essay 1 due on April 26 at 12 noon; 
                                    Essay 2 due May 17 at 12 noon; 
                                    Essay 3 due on June 8th (2nd day of finals week) at 12 noon.
        POSC 313 –   Original research paper, 17-20 pages in length.

                                     A five-page research proposal is due on April 26 at noon.  
                                       The proposal must include a statement of your research question;

                                        a literature review; description of your research hypothesis

                                        and an alternative hypothesis; and a plan for investigation. 

                                     The final paper is due on June 8th (2nd day of finals week)
                                        at 12 noon.
        Submit your paper to me by email (to cwong@carleton.edu) and send a copy to yourself  as documentation that you submitted the paper on time.  The page lengths specified above do not include bibliographies or appendices.   Papers should be double-spaced.

        Late papers:  Unless you submit documentation of an emergency or illness, there is a one letter-grade penalty for each day your paper is late.  The first late day begins one minute after the paper is due.
Oral presentation
      During the tenth week, students will give presentations on their research papers or

        essays.  Details will be arranged.        

Grading 

     Class participation:                              25%

     Oral Presentation (9th or 10th week):     9%  

     Written exercises:                                66%

         If enrolled in POSC 213: Three 5-page papers; each is worth 22% of the final grade.                                                 
         If enrolled in POSC 313:  The research proposal counts for 20% of final grade.

                                                    The research paper counts for 46% of final grade.

Schedule of Readings

Week 1:  Historical Perspectives on the American labor movement
        Monday 

            Introduction to course
        Wednesday

            Nelson Lichtenstein, State of the Union, Princeton, 2002. Intro., Ch. 1.
         Friday    
            Lichtenstein, State of the Union, Ch. 3.
Week 2: Economic Analysis of Labor’s Interest and Union Power
         Monday 
             Richard  Freeman, America Works, Russell Sage, 2007.  Ch. 1, 2.  
             Samuel Bowles, Richard Edwards, and Frank Roosevelt, 

               Understanding Capitalism, Oxford, 2005. Ch. 8.  
         Wednesday 

             Bowles et al, Understanding Capitalism , Oxford, 2005. Ch. 12.
          Friday 
              Dani Rodrik, Has Globalization Gone Too Far?, Institute for International

                Economics, 1997. Ch. 2, 3.  
Week 3: Unions in American Politics
          Monday
             Peter L. Francia, The Future of American Labor in American Politics. Ch. 1-4.
          Wednesday
              Francia, The Future of American Labor in American Politics.  Ch. 5-8.
              Marick F. Masters and John T. Delaney, “Organized Labor’s Political 
                 Scorecard”, in James T. Bennett and Bruce E. Kaufman, What Do Unions Do: 
                A Twenty- Year Perspective, Transaction. 2007. Ch. 16.
              Print out and bring to class the following article: 

   Joel Lefkowitz, “Labor Mobilization Against Republican Incumbents In    

   Congressional Elections 1996–2004.” WorkingUSA, Winter 2005, Vol. 8 Issue 6,   

   p. 705-715. Available online, Gould.
            Friday

               Thomas Kochan and Richard Katz, An Introduction  to Collective Bargaining
                  and Industrial Relations, Irwin, 1988. Ch. 4.
                Freeman Harris, “In The Shadow of Antilabor law: Organizing and Collective 
                   Bargaining 60 Years After Taft-Hartley,” WorkingUSA, March 2008, Vol. 11, 
                   Issue 1, pp. 1-8.

                Look over this labor relations glossary, for your future reference:

                   http://www.umbc.edu/collectivebargaining/glossary.html
                Due on Saturday, April 26 at noon:

                  1) Essay 1 (for students in Political Science 213)) 

                  2)  Research Proposal (for students in Political Science 313)

Week 4:   Labor and The Politics of Rights
               Monday
                   Horace Huntley and David Montgomery (eds.), Black Workers’ Struggle for 
                      Equality in Birmingham, Univ. of Illinois. 2004.
                   Lance Compa, “Workers’ Freedom of Association in the United States:

                      The Gap Between Ideals and Practice,” in James A. Gross (ed.),

                        Workers’ Rights as Human Rights, Cornell University Press. 2005. Ch. 2.

                 Wednesday
                      Lichtenstein, State of the Union, Ch. 5.
                  Friday
                      Before class, watch film: Struggles In Steel: A Story Of African-American
                         Steelworkers.  Braddock Films. 1996. 86 minutes.
Week 5:  Immigrants and Women in Labor Movements
                 Monday

                    Vanessa Tait, Poor Workers’ Unions, South End, 2005.  Intro., Ch. 1, 5.
                 Wednesday     
                    Daniel B. Cornfield, "Immigration, Economic Restructuring, and 

                        Labor Ruptures: From the Amalgamated to Change to Win." 

                        WorkingUSA. Vol. 9, June 2006; p. 215-223. Available online, Gould.
                      Before class, watch film:  Hecho en Los Angeles, 
                         Semilla Verde Productions,  Independent Television Service,
                             and American Documentary/P.O.V. co-production, 2007. 70 minutes.
                 Friday

        Niki T. Dickerson, “We Are A Force To Be Reckoned With”: Black And 
           Latina Women’s Leadership In The Contemporary U.S. Labor Movement,”
          WorkingUSA; Sept. 2006, Vol. 9 Issue 3, p. 293-313. Available online,  

          Gould.
     Bruce Nissen, Monica Russo, “Building A Movement: Revitalizing Labor
        In Miama,” WorkingUSA; Spring 2006, Vol. 9 Issue 1, p. 123-139. 
        Available online, Gould
Week 6:  International Perspectives on Unionism
               Monday – Midterm break, no class.
               Wednesday

                  John Pencavel, “Unionism Viewed Internationally”; and Robert J. Flanagan, 

                     “Has Management Strangled U.S. Unions?” in Bennett and Kaufman, 
                       What Do Unions Do?. Ch. 14, 15.
               Friday   
                   Joshua Cohen and Joel Rogers, “Can Egalitarianism Survive 
                       Internationalization?”, MPIfG Working Paper 97/2, March 1997

     http://www.mpifg.de/pu/workpap/wp97-2/wp97-2.html

Week 7.  Industrial Restructuring and Organizing Strategies
              Monday
    Bowles et al.  Understanding Capitalism, Ch. 13.

              Wednesday      

                    Rick Halpern and Roger Horowitz, Meatpackers, Twayne. 1996.

                       Ch. 1, 2, 4.
                   Jackie Gabriel, “Organizing the Jungle: Industrial Restructuring
                      and Immigrant Unionization in the American Meatpacking Industry,”

                      WorkingUSA, Sept. 2006, Vol. 9 Issue 3, p337-359. Available online.
               Friday

                     Susan Eram, Labor Pains, Monthly Review, 2001. pp. 32-84.
    Watch film before class: Salt of the Earth, Alpha Video Distributors, 2004.
           Filmed in New Mexico in 1953.  94 minutes.
Essay #2 (for students in Political Science 213) is due on Saturday, 
  May 17th at noon.
Week 8:  Union Centralization – Cross-National Analysis
             Monday

               Piazza, James.  Going Global: Unions and Globalization in the 
                 United States, Sweden, and Germany.  Lexington, 2002. Ch. 2, 3.
             Wednesday

                Piazza, Going Global. Ch. 6.
             Friday
     David Reynolds, K.N. Harilal, “Kerala: A Union Alternative To Corporate   

      Globalization,” WorkingUSA; Spring 2006, Vol. 9 Issue 1, p. 29-39.  

      Available online, Gould.

     Huberto Juárez  Nuñez, “Global Production and Worker Response:

                   The Struggle At Volkswagen Of Mexico,” WorkingUSA; Spring 2006, Vol. 9,
                    Issue 1, p. 7-28.  Available online, Gould
                  Preparation for 10th week presentations.                

Week 9:  Effects of Regional Trading Blocs on Unions
              Monday
  David Bacon, The Children of NAFTA: Labor Wars on the U.S./Mexico Border, 
    Berkeley, CA: University of California, 2005. Ch. 1-4.
              Wednesday
   Michael E. Gordon and Lowell Turner, Transnational Cooperation Among 
     Unions, ILR Press, 2001. Ch. 1-4.
              Friday
      Student Presentations on Research: Schedule of presentations to be 
         arranged.
Week 10:   Student Presentations on Research (cont’d)
                 Monday and Wednesday:  Schedule of presentations to be arranged.
                  Due on Sunday, June 8th at noon:

                      1) Essay 3 (for students in Political Science 213) 

                     2)  Research Paper (for students in Political Science 313)
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