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POSC 242 Hong Kong

The British thought they had acquired a “barren rock,” but by the time they returned Hong Kong to the Chinese some one hundred and fifty years later, the territory had become a prosperous global economic powerhouse with significant influence on China’s economic and social development. We shall examine the factors accounting for the transformation of this speck of land with a population at its height of six million into a global trading and financial center. We shall also seek to determine the impact of Hong Kong’s reversion to China on the territory’s economic, political and social structure and conversely on the role that Hong Kong may play in China’s future. In doing so, we shall look at America’s role in the life of Hong Kong.

The reading requirements are substantial, but your burden will be eased by the straightforward and lively nature of the selections.

This is a seminar and you are expected to participate actively in the proceedings. Class participation will account for 25% of your grade. There will be a mid-term exam consiting of a 3-5 page response to a take-home question. A final paper of 8-10 pages on an approved subject of your choosing will be due on the last day of class.
All readings will be on E-reserve.
Class Schedule

Sept  12
Introduction of Course, Overview


Fenby, Dealing with the Dragon, pp. 1-29

Sept 14
The Opium War and Britain’s Acquisition of Hong Kong


Morris, Hong Kong, pp. 15-32


Waley, The Opium War Through Chinese Eyes, pp. 23-49

Sept 19
The Colonial Era


Morris, Hong Kong, pp. 168-179; 183-198

Sept 21
War and Change


Morris, Hong Kong, pp. 147-182; 239-262


Welsh, A History of Hong Kong, pp. 459-473
Blyth & Wotherspoon, Hong Kong Remembers, pp. 47-54; 92-101; 102-112; 120-133; 148-157

Sept 26
China Reforms, Hong Kong Prospers


Morris, Hong Kong, pp. 199-238


Welsh, History of Hong Kong, pp. 474-501

Yahuda, Hong Kong: China’s Challenge, pp. 21-42

Sept 28
Reversion Looms


Morris, Hong Kong, pp. 285-303


Cradock, Experiences of China, pp. 161-225
Oct 3
The Difficult Path to Agreement

Cradock, Experiences of China, pp. 194-215

McGurn, Perfidious Albion, pp. 35-77

Oct 5
The Impact of Tienanmen


McGurn, Perfidious Albion, pp. 79-107


Cradock, Experiences of China, pp. 216-258; 271-285

Oct 10
Under China’s Wing


Hong Kong Journal, Jan 1, 2006: 



Dodwell, “How the Tung Government Failed the Test”



Ching, “The System Works—More or Less”



Lui, “Some Views on the Hong Kong Economy”


Hong Kong Journal, April 1, 2006:



Wain, “Southeast Asia: More Interest in China but Less in Hong Kong”

Oct 12
Hong Kong Today


Hong Kong Journal, Jan. 1, 2006:



Wang, “Why Does Hong Kong Still Matter”



Loh, “Heading Down an Unsustainable Path”


Hong Kong Journal, April 1, 2006



“An Interview with Donald Tsang, Hong Kong’s Chief Executive”

