American Environmental Thought

POSC 257/ENTS 225/AMST 226

Spring 2006

Prof. Kimberly Smith

Office:  Willis 418

Office Hours:  MW 9-11, F 1-2 or by appointment
Phone: 4123

E-mail: ksmith@carleton.edu
This course is an introduction to the major American works of environmental thought and the history of American ideas about nature.  I hope to place these ideas in the context of broader intellectual movements, so we’ll give attention to the agrarian tradition, Romanticism, the rise of modern science, Progressivism, and post-war flowering of environmental consciousness.  Important themes include: autonomy and individualism; labor and leisure; the stewardship ethic; nature as an economic, moral, spiritual and political resource; gender and race issues; and many others too numerous to mention.  By the end of the course you should be able to read, think, discuss and write about the American environmental tradition in an intelligent and sophisticated way.

Course requirements:  This is primarily a discussion course.  Students are expected to do the reading before class and come prepared to participate in discussion in a lively and thoughtful manner. 

Your grade will be calculated as follows:
Paper #1:        20%

Paper #2:        25%

Paper #3:        35%

Participation:  20%

Rewrite policy:  

Paper #1 may be rewritten for a new grade as often as you like, within the time available. 

Paper #2 may be rewritten for a new grade as often as you like, within the time available. 

Paper #3: There’s no time for you to rewrite this one, but I would be happy to comment on early drafts. 

Books:


Thoreau, Walden




 

Muir, My First Summer in the Sierra


Carson, Silent Spring


Abbey, Desert Solitaire

Bookchin & Foreman, Defending the Earth

*Other readings are on reserve [R]

Course Outline

Class 1:  Introduction

I.  Environmental Ethics Before Darwin

Class 2:  Christian Stewardship


   Harrison, Subduing the Earth [R]
Class 3:  No Class: Please attend the forum on Katrina

*Informal writing due in class:  What did this forum make you think about man’s relationship to nature?  

Class 4:  Democratic Agrarianism


  Crèvecouer, Letters From an American Farmer, Ch. 1-3 [R]
Class 5:  Critique of American Agrarianism I

   Douglass, Address Before the Tennessee Colored Agricultural and Mechanical 

   Association [R]

   *Note: this is a short reading.  You may want to get started on Walden as well
Class 6:  Critique of American Agrarianism II 


   Thoreau, Walden, through “The Bean Field”
Class 7:  Walden, “The Village” to conclusion
Class 8:  The Darwinian Revolution


    Worster, Nature’s Economy, Ch. 8 & 9 [R]
II.  Environmental Ethics after Darwin

A.  The Wilderness Tradition

Class 9:  Nash, The American Cult of the Primitive [R]
*Paper #1 due in class
Class 10:  Muir, My First Summer in the Sierra, through “The Yosemite”
Class 11:  Muir, “Mount Hoffman” to conclusion
Class 12:  Marshall, The Problem of the Wilderness [R]
Class 13:  Abbey, Desert Solitaire, through “Rocks”
Class 14:  Abbey, “Cowboys and Indians” through “Down the River”
Class 15:  Abbey, “Havasu” to conclusion
*Final revision of paper #1 due in class

Class 16:  Cronon, The Trouble with Wilderness [R]
B.  Anthropocentric Ethics

Class 17:  Resource Conservation

     Marsh, Man and Nature, Ch. 1 [R]
*Paper #2 due in class
Class 18:  cont.


     Pinchot, The Fight for Conservation, Ch. 1, 4 [R]
Class 19:  cont.

     Our Common Future, Ch. 2 [R]
Class 20:  Public Health


     Carson, Silent Spring, Ch. 1-6
Class 21:  Carson, Ch. 11-17
Class 22:  Social Justice


      Bullard, Remarks at POC Leadership Summit [R]
      Madison, Miller & Lee, The Principles of Environmental Justice [R]
Class 23:  Ecological Agrarianism


     Berry, An Agricultural Crisis [R]
C.  Ecocentric Ethics

Class 24:  Leopold, The Land Ethic [R]
*final revision of paper #2 due in class

Class 25:  Thomas Berry, The Dream of the Earth 

Class 26:  cont.

Class 27:  Ecocentrism vs anthropocentrism

     Bookchin & Foreman, Defending the Earth, Intro through Ch. 2
Class 28:  Bookchin & Foreman, Ch. 3 to conclusion
Paper #3 due Saturday, June 3, at 5:00 pm, in my office
Assignments

Paper #1:  Summarize the environmental ethic of either Crèvecoeur, Douglass, or Thoreau.  In other words, what moral values concerning nature can you find in his writings?  I’m looking for a clear, concise and accurate summary; you do not need to critically evaluate this ethic.

Your paper should be no more than 4 pages, 12-point font, double-spaced.

Paper #2:  Cronon argues that the concept of wilderness is problematic.  Do you agree?  Summarize his argument and evaluate it, in light of the readings on the wilderness tradition we’ve examined.  

Your paper should be no more than 6 pages, 12-point font, double-spaced.

Paper #3:  Take one of the environmental ethics we’ve considered.  You may focus on a single author or a group of writers who adopt a similar ethic.  Summarize this ethic and defend it.  In making your argument, you should consider and respond to all important counterarguments.

I expect this paper to be 8-10 pages, 12-point font, double-spaced.

All of your papers should be properly documented.  You may use MLA style (parenthetical or in-text citation) if you like.  

