POSC 345                                                                                                                          Roy Grow
Fall 2007
Guerrillas, Warlords & Bandits: 
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The Art of Asymmetric War
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The great powers are confronting a new type of warfare. The technical literature refers to this new warfare form in a variety of ways…..some call it asymmetric war while others use the term 4th generation war (“4GW”) that refers to an evolution from three previous generations of warfare. 

Increasingly, specialists and theorists are now falling back on the older (and more useful) “guerrilla insurgency” term. These specialists also argue that these so-called “small wars” are unfolding in virtually every part of the world and are more and more involving the great powers in deadly confrontations. And more and more, the great powers are losing.
Guerrilla insurgencies are not a new phenomenon. They occurred in ancient Judea, Rome, India and SE Asia. But in the 20th century this type of warfare took on new forms, combining the political and the military in new and unique ways. And, as guerrilla understanding of this new kind of warfare evolved and moved from continent to continent, it became an increasingly successful form of asymmetric conflict.

This course will look at both the theory and practice of this new form of insurgency. We will examine the ancient antecedents, look at the more modern practices in the 21st century, and think about the reaction of the great powers.

Most importantly, we will look at the implications of this new form of insurgency for American foreign policy. Our bottom line question: Has American foreign policy come to grips with these new forms or, as the old saying goes, “are we still fighting the last war?”
Required Texts: (available in bookstore)
· Taber, Robert, War of the Flea
· Hammes, Thomas, The Sling and the Stone: On War in the 21st Century
· Nagl, John, Learning to Eat Soup With a Knife: Counterinsurgency Lessons from Malaya and Vietnam 
· David Galula, Counterinsurgency Warfare: Theory and Practice
· Boorman, Scott, The Protracted Game: A Wei-ch’i analysis of Maoist revolutionary strategy
· Sun Tzu, The Art of War
· Chamales, Tom, Never So Few
Supplementary readings:  (Marked with an * )
· Articles and chapters, either handouts or on ereserve, that compliment or add to the required texts.

The Game of Go/Wei Qi

During the term we will look at guerrilla/insurgency strategy and tactics in terms of the classic Chinese “Wei Qi” board game. Learning assignments will come from the following interactive web site:
            http://playgo.to/interactive/
Paper

A term paper is required for the course (about 15-20 pages). You will be asked to investigate a “guerrilla insurgency” and draw lessons from that insurgency about American foreign policy in the 21st century. A “poster presentation” of this paper in about the 9th week of class is required.

Grading:

Mid-Term Essay



25%

Final Paper



40%

Poster




10%

Daily attendance, participation,

25%

    Assignments
Reading Assignments

Tues  Sept 11

Introduction 

A brief overview of the course….where we will go, how we will approach the issues.

Part I: Terrorism, Insurgency and Guerrilla War

In this section we will outline the theoretical groundwork for the rest of the course. First, we will look at the literature in the field and then lay out a series of questions that will inform our discussions for the remainder of the term: What is a “guerrilla insurgency”? Is “terrorism” a phenomenon distinct from guerrilla war, or is it part of a larger “new form of war” continuum? Why do great powers so often fail when they attempt to confront guerrilla insurgencies?
Thur  Sept 13

What Is Guerrilla War/Insurgency?
Hammes, Thomas, The Sling and the Stone, Intro, Ch 1-4

Taber, Robert, War of the Flea, Ch. 1, 2 (“The Wind of Revolution” and “The War of the Flea”)
Nagl, John,  Learning to Eat Soup With a Knife,  Ch. 2 (“Hard Lessons of Insurgency”)

Galula, David, Counterinsurgency Warfare, Intro, Chapter 1 (“Revolutionary War: Nature and Characteristics”)
Mon Sept 17

Evening Film:  7 p.m. 

“Michael Collins”

Bouliou Auditorium

Tues  Sept 18

Terrorism and Guerrilla Insurgency: Different Phenomena?
*Hoffman, Bruce, Inside Terrorism, Ch. 1 (“Defining Terrorism”)

*Margaret Crenshaw, “The Logic of Terrorism: Terrorist Behavior as a Product of Strategic Choice” 
*Robert Pape, Dying to Win, Ch 1-2 (“The Growing Threat” and “Explaining Suicide Terrorism”)

Taber, Robert, War of the Flea, Ch. 7 (“Wars of National Revolution and Their Costs: The Irish Troubles”)

Galula, David, Counterinsurgency Warfare, Chapter 2 (“The Prerequisites for a Successful Insurgency”)
Thur  Sept. 20

Combating Guerrilla Insurgency: Some Hypotheses
 *Robert Pape, Dying to Win, Ch 3-4  (“A Strategy for Weak Actors” and “Targeting Democracies”)
*Merom, How Democracies Lose Small Wars, Introduction

Boorman, Scott, The Protracted Game, Intro and Ch. 1  (“The Game of Wei-Ch’i)

Nagl, John,  and Sarah Sewall, Counterinsurgency Field Manual, (Forward, Introduction)
Part II: The Classic Theory
Virtually every contemporary theorist argues that modern (20th century) guerrilla insurgencies developed some of their modern attributes out of the work of Mao Zedong during the Chinese Revolution. In turn, Mao himself says that his work built on two classic sets of strategies and tactics. The first is the work of Sun  Tzu, and his Art of War that dates back some 2,500 years. The second is the Chinese game of Wei Qi (“Go” in Japanese). In this section, we will look at the work of Sun Tzu and learn a bit of the Wei Qi logic. Then we will see how Mao applied these concepts to the Chinese Revolution. Finally, we will see how the developments in Asian revolutionary theory were paralleled by lessons that emerged from events in Ireland and the great Arab uprising.
Tues  Sept 25

Sun Tzu and “The Art of War”
Taber, Robert, War of the Flea, Ch. X, (“Sun Tzu on the Art of War”)
Sun Tzu, The Art of War
Boorman, Scott, The Protracted Game, Intro and Ch. 2  (“Wei-Ch’I and Insurgency: A Formal Analogy”)
Thur  Sept 27

Mao and the Chinese Revolution
Taber, Robert, War of the Flea, Ch. IV, (“Protracted War”)

Galula, David, Counterinsurgency Warfare, Chapter 3 (“The Insurgency Doctrine”)

*Mao Tse-tung, On Guerrilla Warfare, Intro. By Samuel Griffith

Boorman, Scott, The Protracted Game, Ch 3-4 (“The Kiangsi Period” and “The Sino-Japanese War”)

*Snow, Edgar, Red Star Over China, (selections)

Tues  Oct  2

Mao and the Chinese Revolution (2)
Hammes, Thomas, The Sling and the Stone, Ch. 5 (“Mao and the Birth of 4th Generation War”)

*Mao Tse-tung, On Guerrilla Warfare, pp. 41-114

Boorman, Scott, The Protracted Game, Ch 6 (“Retrospect and Preview”)

Thur  Oct 4

Lawrence and the Arab Revolution
*Rooney, David, Guerrilla pp. 111-133 (“Lawrence”)

Tues  Oct 9

Lawrence and the Arab Revolution (2)
*Asprey, Robert, War in the Shadows, Ch. 16 (“Lawrence”)


Evening Film:  7 p.m. 

 “Lawrence of Arabia”

Bouliou Auditorium







Mid-Term Essay Assigned
Thur   Oct 11

Summary: The Principles of Guerrilla Insurgency
Mon  Oct 15

Mid-Term Break
Part III: Case Studies: Confronting an Insurgency
In this section of the course we will examine four classic guerrilla insurgencies: (1) The Vietnamese struggle against the French and American armies; (2) The Algerian movement in the 1950’s; (3) The Afghan War against the Soviet Union in the 1980’s (out of which emerged a good deal of the logic behind the Al Qaeda insurgency). We will look at both the similarities between these different movements and the evolving strategies and tactics that emerged as one movement studied the experience of the other.

Tues Oct  16

Malaya and Vietnam
Taber, Robert, War of the Flea, Ch. V, VI (“Colonial War and The French Experience” and “The Second Indo-China War”)

Nagl, John CounterInsurgency Lessons from Malaya and Vietnam, Ch. 3-5  (“The British and American Armies”, “British Army CounterInsurgency Learning” and “The Empire Strikes Back”)
                                     Mid-Term Essay Due
Thur  Oct  18

Malaya and Vietnam (2)
Hammes, Thomas, The Sling and the Stone, Ch. 6 (“The Vietnamese Modification”)
Nagl, John CounterInsurgency Lessons from Malaya and Vietnam, Ch. 6-8  (“The US Army in Vietnam 1950-64”, The US Army in Vietnam, 1965-72” and “Hard lessons”)
*Tanham, Communist revolutionary Warfare, (“Introduction” and “Vietminh Doctrine and the War”)

Tues  Oct 23

Algeria and the FLN
*Trinquier, Modern Warfare: A French View of Counterinsurgency, Intro and Ch. 1  (“A Portrait of the Centurion” and “The Need to Adapt Our Military Apparatus to Modern Warfare”
*Asprey, Robert, War in the Shadows, Ch. 54 (“The Algerian Crisis”)


Evening Film:  7 p.m. 

 “Battle of Algiers”

Bouliou Auditorium

Thur   Oct 25

Algeria and the FLN
*Asprey, Robert, War in the Shadows, Ch. 55 (“FLN Growth”)

Tues Oct 30

Afghanistan and Al Qaeda
Hammes, Thomas, The Sling and the Stone, Ch. 10 (“Al-Qaeda: A Transnational Enemy”)

Thur  Nov  1

Afghanistan and Al Qaeda
Hammes, Thomas, The Sling and the Stone, Ch. 11 (“Afghanistan: A Tribal Network”)
Part IV: Insurgency in the 21st Century

In this section we will turn to the lessons of guerrilla insurgency, especially as these lessons apply to the great powers who take on these insurgencies. Can great powers ever defeat such movements? Are democracies especially limited in fighting such battles? What ought American policy look like in the post 9/11 world?

Poster Presentations

(During the 9th week)
Tues  Nov   6

The Iraqi Insurrection

Hammes, Thomas, The Sling and the Stone, Ch. 12 (“Iraq: Hi-Tech vs. 4th Generation”)

Thur  Nov   8
         Insurgency in the 21st Century
Hammes, Thomas, The Sling and the Stone, Ch. 13 (“Technology Not a Panacea”)

Galula, David, Counterinsurgency Warfare, Chapter 4,5  (“Counterinsurgency in the Cold revolutionary war” and “Counterinsurgency in the Hot Revolutionary War”)

Tues    Nov 13
           Insurgency in the 21st Century 
Hammes, Thomas, The Sling and the Stone, Ch 14 (“Characteristics of 4th Generation War”) 
Galula, David, Counterinsurgency Warfare, Chapter 6 (“From Strategy to Tactics”)

Sat   Nov  17

Final Paper Due
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