Carleton College 

RELG 271:  Religious and Moral Issues of the Holocaust 

Application Form

Please read the following carefully.  Complete the application form as thoroughly and carefully as you can and send it as an email attachment to Louis Newman (“lnewman”).  I may contact you to set up an appointment to talk with you.  Decisions about admission to the course will be made before the end of winter term.  

This course will be very demanding, both academically and emotionally.  The material we will study and discuss together raises a wide range of very complex issues and frequently evokes very emotionally, politically and religiously charged  reactions.    In addition, the course requires that you devote a substantial number of hours to activities (e.g., viewing films) outside of class time.  You will be required to read some essays in advance of the first class session.

As a result, it is essential to the success of this course that all students in this class be 


a) deeply committed to the work of this course,

b) academically and emotionally prepared to deal with the material presented, 

c) open to and accepting of the reactions of others in the class to that material.  

It is also important that there be a balance in the class of people from different backgrounds, representing diverse points of view and relationships to the subject matter.  

Please understand that not being admitted to this course may be a matter of the particular mix of students who apply and the enrollment limit, and is not necessarily a reflection of your “qualifications” or level of interest. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name: 

Email: 

Phone number: 

Class year: 

Major (if you have one): 

Why are you interested in taking this course?  How will it contribute to your education? 

Have you studied the Holocaust before and, if so, in what context? 

Do you have a personal connection to this subject (e.g., being related to someone who was personally involved in the Holocaust in some way)? 

What other commitments (e.g., doing comps, athletics, being an RA, etc.) do you have this coming term that might have an impact on your ability to do all the work for this course? 

This course will involve reading and discussing material that is both disturbing and controversial.  What could you bring to such discussions that would be helpful to the class, and what challenges do you expect you might face as a participant in this class?  

