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I. Introduction 
The Environmental Advisory Committee (EAC) is charged with “upholding the 
Environmental Statement of Principles and the Carbon Neutrality Value Statement at 
Carleton College, ensuring that these visions and ideals are incorporated in all aspects of 
College function.” The EAC during the 2009-2010 school year was productive and 
successful at working towards its goals.    
 
II. Restructuring 
In the absence of a Director of Energy Management and the fifth year ENTS intern 
position, the work of the EAC was managed differently. The Director of ENTS and the 
Director of Facilities filled-in as chairs of the committee and the Sustainability Assistants 
(STAs) were charged with the work that the fifth year intern historically took on. The 
EAC also approved a new proposal to have the four Sustainability Assistants participate 
in new student week and training for peer student leaders which will require them to 
arrive on campus a week early prior to the start of fall term. 
 
III. Campus Projects 
The EAC was able to fund and support various projects promoting sustainability on 

campus. 
• Green Wars: The EAC funded the Green Wars program and coordinated the week 

long set of activities. Shirts were given to Nourse Hall residents as the winners 
who reduced the most consumption of energy. 

• Real Food Calculator:  In partnership with the Food Truth group, the EAC funded 
the Real Food Calculator, which reviews where food is purchased to help meet 
goals of buying organic products and purchasing locally. The development of this 
tool can be used by Bon Appetit in the future to monitor progress. 

• COP 15: The EAC allowed Carleton to be represented at the Copenhagen Climate 
Change conference in 2009 by providing funding for students to attend the 
conference. The students, Christa Owens and S.S. Rishad, gave a presentation to 
students upon their return. 

 
IV. Energy Saving Initiatives 
The EAC helped start and continue energy saving initiatives throughout campus. 

• Expansion of Composting: Implemented a project to compost paper towels used 
in restrooms. The Library was the first location to pilot paper towel composting. 
While there are a few issues of how best to provide the appropriate containers, the 
project is going well and the intent is to expand this to other parts of the campus. 

• Low Flow Shower Heads: Following up on the pilot project completed last year 
that installed low flow showerheads at Goodhue, the remaining residence halls 
were completed this year.  

• Vending Misers: The EAC, along with the SRF committee, reviewed the proposal 
to install a control called vending misers on vending machines to save energy. 
Vending misers will not accept the OneCard on vending machines. We 
determined a more cost-effective approach is to simply unplug unused vending 
machines during the breaks. Sustainability Assistants are coordinating schedules 
with the vending company. Estimated savings is $1200 per year. 

V. Sustainability Survey Options 



The EAC is evaluating the best option(s) for Carleton to participate in sustainability 
surveys. The EAC recommended Carleton not participate in the Cool Schools survey. 
The Sustainable Endowment survey is going through changes this year, in part having to 
do with requesting a monetary contribution. This, coupled with past questions of how 
schools are actually evaluated in a consistent manner, has many colleges questioning 
whether they will continue to participate. The EAC will continue to further analyze this 
survey. A new survey, which seems to be gaining some momentum is the Stars program 
sponsored by AASHE (which Carleton is a member of). There is a cost to participate in 
this survey and its claim is that other requests for sustainability information can be 
directed to their website thereby improving communication and saving time. The EAC 
continues to evaluate this option. 
 
VI. Collaboration with Facilities 
The EAC continues to partner with the Facilities Department in a number of ways:  

• Keeping abreast of the recycling changes made by Rice County and the waste 
hauler. Updated signage on campus and coordinated communication of changes to 
constituents.  

• Reviewed and offered input on the job description for the Manager of Energy and 
Sustainability. EAC representatives are involved with the interview process.  

• Stayed informed of developments to retain consulting services for the 
development of the College Climate Action Plan. EAC members are actively 
involved in the plan creation process and met with the consultants May 26th. 
They will follow up with the consultants in the fall.  

 
VII. Stewsie Award 
The EAC coordinated the nominations and selection for the Stewsie award. An award is 
given to one student and one staff/faculty member. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


