SJE Business Meeting Minutes
1-6-07

Attendees: Louis Newman, David Novak, Elliot Dorff, Marc Ellis, Ron Green, David Teutsch, Laurie Zoloth, Alan Weisbard, Adrienne Asch, Alyssa Henning, Martin Kavka, Dov Nelkin, Jonathan Crane, Aaron Gross, Jonathan Schofer, Frida Furman
Guests: Stewart Herman, SCE Executive Director

Elliot Dorff opened the meeting at: 8:01 p.m. (see attached agenda, made by the SJE board on 1/4/07).
Changes to by-laws: The board of SJE made a motion to add the office of Past President to that of the officers, with a term of 2 years. This motion unanimously passed. The board made a second motion to change our membership language to make it clear that people with rabbinic and medical degrees (and perhaps others) who are doing/interested in academic work in Jewish ethics are welcome to join. This motion also passed unanimously. 
Elections: Elliot Dorff reviewed the slate recommended by the SJE board: 

A. President: David Teutsch

B. Vice-President: Toby Schonfeld

C. Secretary/Treasurer: Dov Nelkin

D. Board member-at-large (2nd term): Louis Newman

E. Board member-at-large: Jonathan Crane

Louis Newman withdrew his name from consideration, and David Teutsch nominated David Novak to the board instead. Elliot called for other nominations, but none were forthcoming. The following slate of officers was unanimously elected:

A. President: David Teutsch

B. Vice-President: Toby Schonfeld

C. Secretary/Treasurer: Dov Nelkin

D. Board member-at-large: David Novak

E. Board member-at-large: Jonathan Crane

Elliot Dorff listed several ways members can get more actively involved in SJE:

A. Program Committee: Coordinate with SCE for cross-fertilization, increase submission rates, consider respondents; SJE respondents to SCE papers
B. Development Committee: raise funds for SJE
C. Conference Committee: Catering, hotel relationship, rooms, meeting attendance

D. Membership Committee: gain new members

Financial Report: Toby Schonfeld, Secretary/Treasurer, reviewed the financial status of SJE (see attached handout). Stewart Herman reported that 90% of SCE registration fees go to food and beverages at the annual meeting. 

David Teutsch commented that it is crucial to obtain donations, as we will clearly be in the red after the spring program planning meeting. A fundraising goal of about $10,000 would sustain us for the short term. Louis Newman noted that many of our donations have been institutional donations, and encouraged everyone to help us make these sorts of contacts. Elliot Dorff remarked that we would be happy to take endowments as well, not just small gifts.
Subscription to JSCE: Receiving the Journal of the Society of Christian Ethics (JSCE) has been a benefit of membership since the organization began. In addition, SJE papers presented at the meeting can also be considered for publication in JSCE. Additionally, according to the SJE-SCE agreement, SJE members are to serve as referees for SJE papers submitted to the JSCE. SCE charges roughly $15/member for each journal issue. Dov Nelkin, SJE member, is also a member of the JSCE editorial board. 
Louis Newman, among others, is concerned about the financial cost of the journal when combined with the concerns that (1) it is not clear if SJE members appreciate receiving JSCE; (2) administratively, there have been some errors in determining who is eligible to receive the journal; and (3) that there may be other, better venues for SJE authors to disseminate their scholarship. Louis’ proposal is to no longer make the journal an automatic privilege of membership, but instead to have individuals indicate if they want to receive the journal and to be charged separately for this privilege. 

Stewart Herman commented that SCE would hate to lose SJE subscriptions, and wondered instead if there were other ways to ensure that SJE members had a bigger foothold in the journal. Additionally, Ron Green commented that separating in this way would be a retreat from collaboration and create a schism, so he also endorsed creative thinking about ways to make this opportunity more palatable to SJE members. 

There was a great deal of discussion of ideas about this, including ideas about possible new features for JSCE. One idea was to create a section of the JSCE devoted to SJE papers. After other ideas were aired (publication of text and commentary, publication of plenary addresses, etc.), SJE authorized Stewart Herman and Dov Nelkin to take SJE’s concerns to the editors of JSCE for further work. One possibility Stewart mentioned was to increase the number of SJE members on the JSCE editorial board as the board moves from 8 to 12 members.
Evaluation of this year’s conference: There was vigorous discussion of this year’s conference. Notable comments included:
· The arrangements ran incredibly smoothly, both in the consumer interface and in how our program laid out; quality and food were great; only complaint: we’re over-programmed

· There was disagreement on whether to keep a separate graduate student time slot or to integrate the graduate students as before; it’s unclear if separating them does a service or a disservice to them

· New idea for graduate student papers: have two 20-minute papers in the same slot with no respondents, but with some discussion about each paper.

· There was consensus that while increasing the number of respondents was good, decreasing the amount of time for discussion was significantly problematic. One suggestion that seemed well-received was to drop the SJE respondents and instead enable the audience at large to serve that function.

· There was some concern that 45-50 minute papers were too long, and that better time guidance is needed

· Attendees generally agreed that skipping lunch on Friday was not favorable; sitting that long for paper after paper doesn’t help anyone, and we’re taking away networking/social time. Instead, if we want an hour session, put it in a normal session and end it 30 minutes early

· New idea: a session with senior scholars in a conversation with younger scholars about publication, getting jobs, etc. Stewart Herman mentioned that SCE was also considering a senior/junior scholar meal 

· New idea: work-in-progress or “hot topic” session for collective discussion rather than scholarly presentation 

· There was some brainstorming about how to better invite SCE members to present to SJE members and vice versa. One idea was a letter to Chris Gudorf, SCE president, to encourage people to put together joint panels. 

· Concern was expressed over the “religious quality of the society.” Many members spoke in favor of the religious fellowship, but others expressed dissatisfaction on a variety of levels. Elliot Dorff, Marc Ellis, and Ron Green will meet via email to discuss how the needs of various constituencies can be met, including ways to participate in meals without participating in the religious aspect of the day. One idea is to carefully delineate times for services and for eating on the program.

2008 Program: Elliot Dorff announced the leadership for the 2008 annual meeting in Atlanta:
Program Chair: Jonathan Crane

Assistant Program Chair: Cathy Lasser

Conference chair: Toby Schonfeld

Elliot also announced that he will ask Baruch Brody to deliver the keynote address in 2008. If he declines, Elliot will contact Michael Brode. Others discussed the possibility of asking Deborah Lipstadt, perhaps to do historiography or to serve on a (joint?) panel about Holocaust denial issues. Other members suggested ways to tap into the local community in Atlanta, including a session involving President Carter and one on black/Jewish relations with the MLK Center. Jon Witte Jr. was also mentioned as a possible speaker. Members also suggested contacting individuals at Emory for next year.
Membership Growth: Louis Newman passed around a sheet of paper on which members listed names of people working in Jewish ethics who are not currently involved in the Society. Elliot encouraged members to email Louis with other names as they occurred to members.

Relations with ACJB:  Elliot explained to members what the Academic Coalition of Jewish Bioethics (ACJB) is and how it has operated up to this point. He notified the membership that the SJE board authorized David Teutsch to contact the president of ACJB to talk about a joint meeting in 2008. David reported that he has made initial contact and it looks like we will move forward with this. The ACJB will either meet on Thursday prior to the start of our meeting, or Sunday immediately following the SJE meeting; members of either society pay fees and attend each conference without necessarily becoming members of the other society.
Good and Welfare: David Teutsch thanked Elliot for amazing service during his time in office, thanked Toby for conference planning, and the program chairs for their planning of the meeting.
There being no further business, Elliot adjourned the meeting at 10:13 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Toby Schonfeld

Secretary/Treasurer SJE
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Business Meeting

Agenda for Meeting of January 6, 2007

F. Changes in by-laws

a. Amendment to Article V: Officers
i. Proposal: Add “Section 4: Past President: The immediate past president of the Society of Jewish Ethics shall automatically assume the office of Past President upon the completion of his/her term and shall serve for a term of two years commencing with the adjournment of the Annual Meeting.

b. Amendment to Article III: Membership
i. Proposal: Change Section 1 from “a Ph.D. or equivalent degree” to “PhD or other graduate or professional degree”

G. Elections: 

c. Expired terms: Elliot Dorff (president); Louis Newman (board member, 1st term), Dov Nelkin (board member, 2nd term)

d. Recommended slate from SJE Board:

i. President: David Teutsch

ii. Vice-President: Toby Schonfeld

iii. Secretary/Treasurer: Dov Nelkin

iv. Board member-at-large (2nd term): Louis Newman

v. Board member-at-large: Jonathan Crane

H. Financial Report: Toby Schonfeld, Secretary/Treasurer (see handout)

e. Donations are now tax deductible! SJE has achieved 501c3 status

I. Subscription to JSCE

J. Evaluation of this year’s conference

K. Program issues for 2008 Meeting: Atlanta

f. Program Chair(s)

g. Conference Chair

h. Keynote speaker

L. Increasing membership in the Society and attendance at conferences

Treasurer’s Report

Society of Jewish Ethics Annual Meeting 2007

Dallas, TX

Financial Status as of 1-3-2007

Current account balance (1-3-07):





$5501.89

Report on finances since 4-28-06


Starting balance 4-28-06





$1091.85

Outgoing funds 4-28-06 to 1-3-07



Legal fees* (incorporation)


$700



US Treasury* (non-profit)


$750

Jill Tollefson




$1314



SCE journal (2x)



$900

Domain name (website)**


$111


April program planning meeting

$700

Incoming funds 4-28-06 to 1-3-07

Membership dues (06-07)


$2200


Donations




$4650



Annual Meeting registration, meals, etc.
$3500

*   one-time fee

** every three years

Expected expenses:


2007 Annual Meeting



Caterer:



$1450



Hyatt (coffee, wine):


$1220



SCE (estimate):


$1500






$4170


2008 Annual Meeting planning (4/07)


Program Chair to meeting

$700


Conference Chair to meeting?
$700
Other useful information:

SJE income from Jan 2006 annual meeting:




$735.24

