
 

 

INTRODUCTION TO EDUCATIONAL STUDIES 
Educational Studies 110 

Winter 2003 
 
Deborah Appleman Office Hours: T,Th 12-2  
Willis 108, x-4010 W 1-3, and by appointment  
Class: T, Th 10:10-11:55 (lunch invitations gladly accepted ) 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course will focus on education as a multidisciplinary field of study. We will explore the meanings of 
education within individual lives and institutional contexts. We will learn to critically examine the 
assumptions that writers, psychologists, sociologists and philosophers bring to the study of education. 
We will read texts with educational topics, themes, and implications from a variety of disciplines 
including philosophy, sociology, psychology, history, and autobiography. We will search for different 
ways to explore the following questions: 
 

• What has "education" meant in the past?  
• What does “education" mean in contemporary American society?  
• What might "education" mean to people with differing circumstances and perspectives?  
• What kinds of educational reforms have been proposed?  
• What are the underlying philosophical assumptions behind those reform movements?  
• What should "education" mean in the future?  
• Will public schools survive? Can democracy survive without them?  
• What is the changing role of teaches in our educational systems?  
• How do we examine education? 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
The course aims to develop knowledgeable, thoughtful, and imaginative students of educational studies. 
We will aim at three principal objectives: 1) disabusing ourselves of our common sense assumptions 
about education; 2) using our learning to imagine alternative meanings of education; 3) exploring the 
educational concerns of a variety of disciplines for their unique contributions to our understanding of 
learning. 
 
The following Standards of Effective Practice for Teachers have been adapted for inclusion in this 
introductory course: 
 
Standard #1: The student understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry and structures of the 
discipline of educational studies. 
 
Standard #2: The student understands how children learn and develop, and can describe learning 
opportunities that support their intellectual, social and personal development. 
 
Standard # 3: The student understands how students differ in their approaches to learning and can 
identify instructional opportunities that are adapted to diverse learners. 
 
Standard #5: The student understands how individual and group motivation and behavior can create a 
learning environment that encourages positive social interaction, active engagement in learning, and self-
motivation. 
 
Standard #10: The student understands the importance of fostering relationships with school colleagues, 
parents, and agencies in the larger community to support students' learning and well being. 
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COURSE MATERIALS 
Texts 
Dewey, J. Education and Experience 
Kohl, H. 36 Children 
Meier, D. In Schools We Trust 
Paley, V. G. Kwanzaa and Me 
Rose, M. Possible Lives 
Ryan and Cooper Kaleidoscope, 9th ed. 
Sadker, M. and D. Failing at Fairness 
NCEE A Nation at Risk (optional) 
 
In addition to the texts listed above, additional readings will be distributed as handouts. We will also 
view several videos, have speakers, and take two field trips to schools. 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS  
 
1. Attendance, class participation, participation in periodic 15% 

caucus discussion and evidence of active reading. Each of you will 
 schedule a midterm conference with me to discuss your 
 progress and participation in the course. 

 
2. Educational Autobiography (due Thursday, January 16) 10% 
 
3 Midterm (due Friday, February 7 )  15% 
  
4. Thought paper (due Friday, February 21) 15% 
 
5. Group ethnography of a school, written and oral report  20% 
 (due Thursday, February 27)  
  
6. Film Festival Critique (due Thursday, March 6 ) 5% 
 
7. Final Project: Presentation and “inquiry” on a controversial issue 20% 

These papers can be completed individually or with one other person. 
 
Suggested topics include but are not limited to: 

 
the “standards” movement 
curricula concerns 
bilingual education 
post-secondary options 
desegregation 
corporately run schools 
achievement gaps 
multi-age grouping 
teacher preparation and emergency teacher 

credentials 

single-sex/single-race schooling 
performance-based graduation requirements 
vouchers for private schools 
charter schools  
public school choice 
school prayer 
neighborhood schools vs. magnet schools 
violence in schools 
 

 
Papers are due Friday, March 14. Presentations will be given during our scheduled final period on 
Friday, March 14, 3:30-6:00) 
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OVERVIEW OF COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
Educational Autobiography: Think about your prior educational experiences, the type/s of schools 
attended, the school demographics, the community setting, the organizational structure, the leadership, 
school climate, and the type of curriculum and instruction received. Afterwards, prepare an 
autobiography detailing your experiences and thoughts concerning each of the area described. Include in 
your synopsis details about what you liked the most about school, disliked, and the teaching approaches, 
activities, etc. that you found memorable and useful. Your educational autobiography will have two 
parts:  
 
1) The first part should be a timeline with at least one entry for every year of schooling that you’ve 
experienced. You’ve already thought of your best and worst experiences for our survey. Now, reflect on 
your entire educational experiences up to this point. You may use the graph paper provided, or use any 
other kind of graphic representation you like. 
 
2) Write a one-page explication of your autobiographical timeline. You may summarize or focus on one 
or two significant incidents. Your final paragraph should address the following questions: How have 
your experiences affected your stance toward education in general? What biases or assumptions about 
education do you bring to this class? And finally, what did you learn from reflecting on your own 
educational experience for this assignment? 
 
Midterm: The midterm will be a take-home exam based on class discussions and assigned readings for 
the first half of the course. The midterm involves selecting two of four questions and writing a 3- to 5-
page response. 
Thought paper: The purpose of the thought papers is to provide you with an opportunity to further 
explore one of the many questions that are raised in the course by the readings, lectures, and whole class 
or small group discussions. Thought papers are not research papers or summaries of class discussions. 
While you may certainly quote from or allude to any of the readings, please do not rely on additional 
secondary sources. I’m interested in your thoughts and ideas, not someone else’s. The paper should be 
written as an essay.  
Select a topic or question that interests you and pursue it in two to three pages of crisp, clearly written 
and well-organized prose. While substance is of primary consideration, remember that style and form are 
critical aspects of a good paper. 
Select a topic that piques your intellectual appetite, one that encourages you to sustain a lively and 
interesting argument. 
 
Papers must be typed or word-processed. Late papers will be penalized. These papers are worth 15% of 
your grade and will receive a letter grade. Please refer to page 12 of your Carleton Catalog for a 
clarification of standards for each letter grade. 
 
Ethnography of a school: In groups of four or five, you will visit a school and create a brief 
ethnographers’ report on the school. I will offer you several possible sites to visit, but you must make the 
arrangements to visit the school on your own. You might want be begin calling the schools in a day or 
two and make arrangements to visit within the next two weeks. We will provide transportation, if 
necessary. 
 
Your ethnography will consist of two parts, both due on Thursday, February 27: 

1) a 3- to 4-page written report of the school 
2) a brief (15- to 20-minute) power point presentation of your visit 

 
Your report should include the following: 
 
1. A statement of background or philosophy of the school, including one annotated citation of an article 

related to the mission or philosophy of the school. 
2. A physical description of the school facilities. Include a photo-essay, if possible. 
3. A description or transcript of a classroom interaction (see especially the Good and Brophy article). 
4. A brief portrait of a student, a faculty member, and a staff member. 
5. A summary of the salient characteristics of the school.  
6. An account of each group member’s perspective on insider/outsider status (see Peshkin, Sunstein, et 

al.). 
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7. Any general questions about education that this school visit answered for you, as well as any general 
questions about education that this school visit raised for you. 

8. Concluding remarks. 
 
Inquiry Project: In lieu of a final exam, identify a topic that you would like to explore or a question that 
you would like to ask related to educational studies. It should be a topic you care deeply about and might 
return to later in other classes or for future study. In essence, you will be creating “a white paper.” A 
white paper summarizes the major points and positions on a controversial issue and analyzes the relative 
merits and weaknesses of those positions. Often used as a kind of executive summary for those who 
create policy, it frequently concludes with what the authors believe is the most sensible or meritorious 
position. In your case, you should include your beliefs as to what ideas hold the most merit and what you 
believe is a logical course of action. Consider that your audience is a group of legislators or other public 
policy makers who have asked for your expert, reasoned, and documented position. You may work with 
one other person. Your paper should include the following components: 
 

I. Introduction—Introduce the salient points to be covered in the paper, why the topic is 
important, why the topic is controversial, and why you’re interested in the topic. Also, define 
key terms (e.g. “charter schools,” “after school programs,” “multicultural education,” “urban 
education,” etc.) and state clearly your research questions/objectives. 

II. Overview of the Literature—Summarize the major sources that delineate the various 
positions on this issue 

III. Discussion —Using the literature discovered return to your research questions/objectives 
and respond. Discuss both the merits and weaknesses, the advantages and disadvantages of 
the issue you have selected.  

IV. Recommendation- Given what you’ve learned about the topic in your inquiry, what is the 
logical course of action that you would recommend? Offer suggestions for future inquiry in 
this area or recommendations to the field at large. 

 
The final paper is should be approximately 10 pages (double-spaced) one-sided, and word-processed  
 
Possible topics for exploration include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 
The “standards” movement 
Single-sex/single-race schooling 
Curriculum content concerns 
Performance-based graduation requirements 
Teacher preparation and emergency teaching 
credentials 
Gender differences 
Neighborhood schools vs. Magnet Schools 
School vouchers 
Violence in schools 
Charter schools 
Uniforms and urban schools 

School choice 
School prayer, Religion in schools 
Reciting the pledge of allegiance 
Authentic assessment 
Bilingual education 
Corporately run schools 
Desegregation 
Achievement gaps 
Urban education 
Multicultural education 
Preschool education 
Progressive education 
Technology in education 
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Introduction to Educational Studies • Winter 2003 
Schedule of Topics and Readings* 

 
Topic 1 What Is Educational Studies?  What is Education? 
Tue, Jan 7  Course introduction 
 
Topic 2  Examining Our Own Attitudes Toward Public Education, Critiques of  Public Schooling 

Thu, Jan 9  Gallup Poll, Kaleidoscope, Selected Readings 
Tue, Jan 14  A Nation at Risk 
Thu, Jan 16  A Nation at Risk. Kaleidoscope, Selected Readings 
  Educational autobiography due 
Fri, Jan 17  Drop/Add Deadline 
 
Topic 3  Some Philosophical Foundations of Educational Studies 
Tue, Jan 21  Education and Experience 
Thu, Jan 23  Education and Experience, Kaleidoscope, Selected Readings 
 
Topic 4 Methods of Inquiry in the Field of Educational Studies 

Tue, Jan 28  Possible Lives; Kaleidoscope, Selected Readings, Research workshop, Gould Library 
Thu, Jan 30  Possible Lives, Possible telephone conversation with Mike Rose** 
Tue, Feb 4  Possible Lives 
Tue, Feb 4 or Thu, Feb 6  Field trip to school** 
 
Topic 5 Teacher Narrative and the Educational Experience: Learning From Stories  

Thu, Feb 6   36 Children  
Fri, Feb 7   Midterm paper due 

Feb 8-10    MID-TERM BREAK 
Tue, Feb 11  36 Children 
 
Topic 6 Educating All Our Children? Equity and Education  

Thu, Feb 13  Kwaanza and Me  
Tue, Feb 18  Kwaanza and Me 
Guest Speaker: Dr. Bill Green, Minneapolis School Board** 
 
Topic 7 Equity and Education, Take 2:  Gender Differences in Education 
Thu, Feb 20  Failing at Fairness  
Fri, Feb 21   Thought Paper due 
Tue, Feb 25  Failing at Fairness 
Tue, Feb 25  Begin ethnography presentations 
Thu, Feb 27  Ethnography presentations  Ethnography due 
 
Topic 8 Cultural Analysis: Critiquing Media Representations of Education 
Tue, Mar 4 Selected media clips 
Wed, Mar 5 (4-8 pm)   Film Festival  
 

Lois Messal Marek
Comment: This format used for web only. 
Deborah wanted the boxes for the printed 
syllabus, so the calendar is on a separate file: 
Cal W03/Boxes 
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Topic 9  Promises and Possibilities: Looking to the Future 

Thu, Mar 6  In Schools We Trust  Film Critique due 
Tue, Mar 11  In Schools We Trust, Possible Lives 
Mar 12,13  Reading days 
 
Fri, Mar 14, 3:30-6:00  Final Exam Presentations: White Papers 
 
 
 
 
* Only the primary texts are included in this calendar. To ensure maximum course flexibility, specific 
page assignments for texts as well as other articles will be handed out on a bi-weekly basis.  
 
** Speaker visits and field trips are subject to weather. 
 


