INTRODUCTION

Undoubtedly, you chose Carleton based on the
quality of learning in its classrooms, studios,
and laboratories. Yet Carleton, by design, is a
residential liberal arts college. All students
must live in College-operated residences for all
four years unless approved for exemption from
that requirement. An important and exciting
part of being a Carleton student comes directly
from residing with Carleton students in the
residence halls.

Living at Carleton is a challenging and rewarding
experience—an experience of intellectual,
emotional, and social growth. By living in a
residence hall, you will learn a great deal about
yourself and how to work and live with others.
Learning outside the classroom is an integral part
of the College’s mission “to liberate individuals
... and equip them broadly to lead rewarding,
creative, and useful lives.”

In your residence hall you will:

« spend more time than at any other campus
location.

« develop significant friendships.

« live in a community of diverse individuals.

« develop interpersonal and life skills.

« learn to balance individual freedom and
respect for a community.

« have the opportunity and responsibility to
create your own living environment.

When John Dewey said, “. . . education is a social
process . . . education is growth . . . education

is not preparation for life—education is life
itself,” he could have been talking about living in
a residence hall. Viewing your residence hall as

merely a place to sleep would be unfortunately
limited. Rather, view it as your home during your
stay at Carleton—as the center of your living and
learning experience at a residential college.

This guide will help you begin to think about
moving to Carleton. In it you will find information
about your room, what to bring with you,
residence hall facilities and services, the staff who
are here to assist you in the halls, as well as the
policies and expectations for living in this
community. There won't be a test on this material,
but it will help you prepare and it may answer
many of your questions. Keep it around to use as
a reference and talk about it with your family.

A BALANCING ACT

For nine months each year, your Carleton
residence is your home away from home. The
College is committed to making that home a safe
and comfortable environment conducive to both
the academic achievement and personal growth
of each resident. We want that environment

to meet your basic needs (a place of shelter
where you can sleep and be secure) and your
more complex needs (a place where you feel
respected and appreciated as a unique individual
in your community). Yet there is only so much
that the College can do to make your residence
hall feel like a home. The rest is up to you,

your roommate(s), and your floormates. While
ensuring that your own needs are being met—
and communicating when they are not—you
must also make sure to respect the rights of
others. The greatest challenge in creating a living
community is balancing the values of individual
rights and respect for community. Most of
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Carleton’s residence hall policies are based on
maintaining that balance.

Celebrating Diversity and Individuality
Residential communities at Carleton are indeed a
collection of diverse individuals. Most floors

are composed of women and men from all four
classes who represent a variety of majors, ethnic
and racial backgrounds, sexual orientations, and
geographic origins. The freedom to celebrate our
individual differences is important at Carleton,
and we value the uniqueness that diverse
individuals bring to our community. Individuals
are protected by various rights, and residents are
expected to work with the residence hall staff to
ensure respect for each resident’s individuality
and the residential community’s diversity.

Living Responsibly in a Community
Individual freedom can only go so farin a
community of diverse individuals. As in any
society, the rights of the individual must be
balanced by responsibility to the community.
Common courtesy, a little give and take, and
basic consideration are required for survival on
a floor of up to 50 residents. For a floor or hall to
function smoothly, understanding and support
for the rules and standards of the community
are essential. Much of what is required to

live successfully here is simply to respect and
communicate with those around you.

Your residence hall experience is what you

make it. We encourage you to create a living
environment that is home for you, we trust that
you will celebrate the diversity and individuality
of Carleton’s residential communities, and we
expect that you will live responsibly as a member
of your hall community.



LIVING WITH
OTHERS

Many students come to Carleton having never
had a roommate before. Sharing a living

space (not to mention a whole residence hall
floor and bathrooms) is a new experience

for some. Your room is, quite literally, your
home on campus; your roommate in many
ways becomes your family. Learning to live in
harmony with roommates and floormates from
different backgrounds who have different styles,
expectations, and needs may be the most
challenging and rewarding aspect of your
Carleton experience. This means you have to
communicate with your roommates and
floormates about your needs and expectations,
and you need to make this relationship work.

Developing floor communities that foster
resident interaction, support, and caring also
takes commitment and hard work. It is a process
that requires the attention of every resident.

Common Principles for
Floor Communities

« Each resident must demonstrate a genuine
respect for the rights of others. In residences,
the rights to study, rest, and privacy take
precedence over all other rights.

« Everyone must exercise communication,
consideration, and common sense.

« Residents must agree to exercise responsible
freedom, meaning they can enjoy the freedom
to adopt the lifestyle of their choice, as long as
they are responsible for their behavior, respect
the rights of others, and respect civil law and
College policy.

« With the help of a resident assistant, floor
residents must discuss and agree upon
clear behavioral standards, such as quiet
hours, lounge usage, etc. Trust and open
communication are needed to make this work.

Each of these principles also works for
roommates, the smallest unit in the residential
community. No one needs to be convinced of the
importance of positive roommate relationships—
making them work is another matter.
Communication, clear expectations, and respect
are key. Your roommate does not have to be

your best friend, but you need to create a strong
relationship. Resident assistants (RAs) can help
you build that relationship, mediate roommate
conflicts, or simply listen. Your hall director is
also available to assist with roommate issues.

Generally, the College’s housing expectations
and policies are typical of any tenant-landlord
relationship. Yet, living in the College’s residence
halls binds you to a social contract that provides
freedom within limits. This contract serves as a
sort of covenant among residents and includes a
series of basic rights and responsibilities.

SOCIAL CONTRACT

Rights

« The right to read and study in one’s room free
from undue interference (unreasonable noise
and other distractions)

« The right to sleep without undue disturbance
from noise, others’ guests, etc.

« The right to expect that a roommate will
respect one’s personal belongings

« The right to a clean environment in which
to live

« The right to free access to one’s room and
facilities without interference

« The right to personal privacy

« The right to host guests with the
understanding that guests are to abide by
College policies and to respect the rights of
roommates and hall residents

« The right of redress of grievances. Residence
hall staff are available for assistance in
settling conflicts.

« The right to be free from fear of intimidation
and physical and/or emotional harm

« The right to reasonable cooperation in the use
of the room telephone and a commitment to
honor agreed-upon payment procedures

Responsibilities

« To treat other residents with respect and
consideration, and to guarantee them their
individual rights

« To understand the policies and regulations
necessary for the hall community to function,
and to abide by those rules or responsibly face
the consequences of violating them

« To be responsive to requests of fellow residents

« To be responsive and cooperative in dealings
with residence hall staff members

« To accept responsibility for personal and
community safety (i.e., to refrain from
misusing safety equipment, propping open
fire doors, losing or forgetting room keys)

« To recognize that public areas and public
area furnishings belong to everyone, and that
abuse of these areas violates the rights of
the community

ROOM
ASSIGNMENTS

Rooms and roommates are assigned to first-year
students by the Office of Residential Life. The
staff carefully reviews roommate preference forms
and tries to ensure the best matches possible.

In mid-July, you will receive an e-mail from your
class dean with a link to the Web site where you
will find your room assignment and roommate(s).
After your first year at Carleton, you will be

able to select your own room and choose your
roommate(s) via a housing selection process that
occurs every spring. If for some reason during
the year you would like to petition for a room
assignment change, talk to your hall director.

You'll want to personalize your room and bring

a few things from home, but it helps to adopt a
“when in doubt, leave it out” policy when you
pack. It's also a great idea to contact your
roommate(s) to make sure you don’t double up
on things like stereos or televisions. For more
ideas on what to bring to college, visit
apps.carleton.edu/student/housing/faq/packing.

YOUR ROOM

Furnishings
All rooms are furnished with bunkable beds,
80" (extra long) mattresses, desks, desk chairs,
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shelves, wardrobes or closets, trash cans, a
mirror, and an overhead light. Please note that
lofts are not permitted. You are welcome to bring
a few additional items to personalize your room:
a small comfy chair, a desk lamp, etc. If you
choose to bring a lamp, avoid halogens since they
are prohibited at Carleton.

To protect and maintain the furniture for future
residents, all room furniture must be kept in the
room, and all lounge furniture must be kept in
the lounges. During winter and spring break,
students may keep their belongings in their
rooms. During the summer, a limited amount of
space is available to store boxed items on campus.

Refrigerators
Small refrigerators (no larger than 3.6 cubic feet)
are permitted in student rooms.

Telephones

Each student room has a telephone. Students
will receive long-distance calling codes that
access long distance service from any campus
phone. Students are billed monthly for long-
distance service. Voice mail and caller ID may be
purchased from the telecommunications office.

Internet Access

All students receive an e-mail account and can
access e-mail and the Internet from any of the
computer labs on campus or from their rooms.
The e-mail accounts and Internet software are
provided by Information Technology Services. All
residence halls are equipped with ethernet access
(and do not require a modem). You will receive
more information about computing at Carleton
this summer and when you arrive on campus.

Damages

Just like in an apartment building, residents are
held financially responsible for any damage or
cleaning, beyond normal wear and tear, to their
room andor the furnishings. Residents of a
building are also held responsible for damages
to the public areas of their building.

PERSONAL
SECURITY

Personal Safety

The Department of Security Services, located in
Sayles-Hill Campus Center, is responsible for
campus safety and security. Security officers are
available 24 hours a day and should be contacted
whenever a question or concern arises about
personal safety or security. The department offers
safety escorts by request 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. Kryptonite bicycle locks are available
for purchase at the security office through its
Bicycle Lock Program. As a theft deterrent,
security services also lends engravers to students
for inscribing identification information on
electronic equipment.

In general, room keys should be carried at all
times and room doors should be locked whenever
residents are sleeping or absent from the room.
Common sense and good judgment are the best
security measures Carleton residents can take.

All residence hall exterior doors remain locked 24
hours a day.

Room Keys

Room keys provide security for both the property
and people in the residence halls. Many students
resist locking their room door. They believe theft
would never occur in our community of students
or in the town of Northfield. But theft occurs on
all college campuses—just like in the rest of the
world. Unlocked rooms are targets for theft. So
lock your door, and if you lose your key, come to
the Office of Residential Life to get a new one.
Plan ahead; bring along your favorite key chain.

Safety

All buildings are equipped with heat and smoke
detection systems. Most residence halls have
been updated with a fire sprinkler system.

The use of explosives endangers everyone’s safety
and is a violation of civil law. The possession or
use of explosives is never allowed in the residence
halls. We also prohibit the use of all flammable
items, including candles, incense burners,
oil-burning lamps, halogen lamps and lanterns,
lighter fluid, etc. in the residence halls.

Weapons
Weapons (guns, knives, explosives, etc.) are
prohibited in the residence halls.

OneCard

Carleton’s OneCard is more than just your ID
card. The card provides you with electronic access
to the residence halls, allows you to check out
books from the library, and manages your meal
plan balance. Put Schillers (cash) on your account
and use the card in the laundry machines,
selected vending machines, and the campus
bookstore.
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event requires an event registration form. (Your
hall director has event registration forms with
complete guidelines.) Parties and events in your
room do not need to be registered; however,
they must be confined to your room and may not
disturb others on the floor.

Visitors

When inviting or hosting guests, please be
considerate of your roommates and floormates.
Visitors are expected to follow the same
guidelines as residents. We suggest that
roommates discuss guidelines for their own
rooms in terms of guests, activities, privacy,
and study atmosphere. As with anything in this
communal environment, study, rest, and privacy
take precedence over visitation, guests, and
recreation. Guests are not allowed to stay for
more than three nights in a row.

Pets

Fish, yes. Dogs, cats, gerbils, birds, snakes,
lizards, or any other animal unable to live in a
small water-filled aquarium must stay home.

Smoking

Carleton is a smoke-free campus. Smoking is
prohibited in all indoor spaces, including but

not limited to: all classrooms, all residential
living areas, lounges, bathrooms, vending areas,
hallways, indoor athletic facilities, dining halls,
and social spaces such as Sayles-Hill Great Space
and the Cave. Smoking is allowed outside in
designated areas only.

RESIDENTIAL
LIFE STAFF

The Office of Residential Life is responsible for
student life in the College’s residence halls,
apartments buildings, and houses. The
residential life staff oversees residential facilities

(room assignments and changes, keys, damage
charges), but more importantly, the halls
directors and residents assistants are the first line
of assistance for students within their residential
environment. The staff is here to help you — to
answer questions, to plan fun floor and hall
programs, to help you learn about Carleton and
yourself, and to just listen.

Resident Assistants (RAs)

RAs are some of the most helpful people on
campus. Their job is to assist students living in
the residence halls, and they are some of the first
people you will meet on opening day. See your

RA first about any residential concern you might
have. Your RA is a full-time student, living on
your floor, who is employed by the College to help
manage your floor and hall. If you live on one of
the larger floors, you may have two co-RAs. RAs
are carefully selected and thoroughly trained; they
are knowledgeable about the entire College and
serve a variety of functions (adviser, problem-
solver, conflict mediator, activity organizer, and
friend). RAs confront violations of rights or
community standards and work with

students to help them succeed within the
residence hall. RAs keep students informed
through Sunday-night study breaks, bulletin
boards, programs, and regular conversation.

Hall Directors

Hall directors are professional staff living in the
residence halls. They are available to residents for
support or counsel and supervise the RAs in the
building. Hall directors also are responsible for
advising the hall programming group, ensuring
safety and security for students, administering
the overall functioning of the facility, and
responding to infringements of individual

rights and/or community standards. As the only
professional staff living in the residence halls, hall
directors are a vital link for students and serve as
the liaison between students and College offices
and staff.

Central Office Professionals

The central office professionals include the
director and the assistant director of residential
life. They are available to advise students on any
educational or personal concerns. In addition,
the central staff selects, trains, and supervises
hall directors and residential assistants. They also
develop and administer residential policies. As
members of the dean of student’s staff, they serve
on campus committees, advise student groups,
and handle more serious student crises and
behavioral issues.

We welcome your questions and suggestions.
Please stop by our office for information, to meet
the staff, or to learn your way around campus.

ACTIVITIES
AND MORE

Life in Carleton residences is very active.
Activities range from spontaneous, small group
gatherings (late night talks, study breaks for
pizza, or a birthday party for a floormate) to
larger, more organized events (Bad Poetry Night,
discussions on issues like sexual harassment, or
presentations by staff or faculty members). These
activities can be some of the most memorable
and meaningful of your college experience.

RAs encourage and coordinate floor and hall
activites. They plan educational and social
programs each term. They also are responsible
for developing community on the floor, so at the
start of the year, RAs ask a lot of questions about
residents’ interests and create opportunities for
residents to get to know one another, become
familiar with campus, learn more about Carleton
life, and have a great time. All year long, they will
be asking for your help, participation, and ideas.

In addition, floors and halls participate in all
sorts of traditional Carleton events. Most floors
organize various intramural teams, and many
floors create floor T-shirts. Every winter term

the dining service serves a special catered hall
dinner for each individual residence hall. Another
popular event is the College radio station’s
(KRLX-FM) Late Night Trivia contest, which
serves to liven up the first reading day at the end
of winter term. The possibilities for hall
activities far exceed these traditions. Residents
are limited only by their imaginations.

What'’s an HCB?

Many colleges have hall governments or councils.
At Carleton every residence hall has a Hall
Community Board. The HCB is a group of
students in each hall who work with RAs and the
hall director to plan hall events and discuss hall
issues. The HCB was developed to help residents
take control of their living environment and
increase hallwide interaction and participation.






