The Midwest Climate Declaration

We, the youth of the Midwest of the United States of America, recognize that our region is at a crossroads between two futures.  The current direction of our society is marked by inefficient infrastructure, dirty energy, and social and economic inequalities, but we can choose a new direction defined by human ingenuity, clean energy, and a decidedly just society.
The Midwest is currently experiencing the impacts of climate change: more intense droughts, unpredictable weather and shifting growing patterns. Decades of over-consumption and environmental degradation have characterized our unsustainable economic development. Despite this deterioration, we are still being presented with the construction of additional coal-fired power plants, the expansion of oil refineries and the sprawl of our urban centers, all of which would intensify the difficulties we face.
Our region has traditionally provided the country with food and crop production, an industrial base and a smart, dedicated and compassionate work force. We possess incredible resources of renewable energy potential, biodiversity, fresh water and people-power.  We have the opportunity to take a new path that diverges from this unsustainable and bleak future.  We are capable of creating a future that is focused on local economies, energy efficiency and clean renewable energy.  We can improve the land on which we rely and reap the benefits of a more stable and plentiful economy.  
As the Midwest develops state and regional policies that address climate change, economic development and energy consumption, we have the opportunity to include voices commonly absent from policy-making, specifically youth and indigenous communities.  We call on our fellow Midwesterners to engage in a collaborative effort to meet the challenges we face and build a better future together.  It is time for us to harness our innovative and entrepreneurial spirit and create opportunities to strengthen our communities, heal our environment and provide a secure future for us all.
The youth of the Midwest are already working to establish this new future in our communities, cities and states. We resolve to undertake this challenge together with all members of our society to create a future that serves us collectively. This document serves as constructive resistance to the economic and social marginalization being inflicted upon our generation. This is a declaration of our guiding principles, our vision for a sustainable future, and a regional call to action. 
Vision

We are determined to develop a just and prosperous society.  By uniting technological innovation and community action, we will fulfill our social, economic, and ecological needs.  
Our clean energy future will be built upon community-developed solutions that generate living wage jobs and empower people from all backgrounds to create clean and healthy neighborhoods.  All communities, regardless of race or economic status, will have access to clean air, clean water, and natural areas without carrying an unequal burden of pollution.  Reinvesting in an accessible educational system that builds on the passions and abilities of all people will foster an active citizenry and a more democratic society.  
The transition to a clean energy economy will be our opportunity to create thousands of jobs and eliminate poverty.  Both rural and urban economies will be revitalized by green re-industrialization, the energy-efficiency revolution, and the transformation to a decentralized renewable energy system.  Support for local entrepreneurship, small businesses, and community organizations will ensure equitable development. 
The technology that will foster a clean energy economy will also enable social change for a sustainable future.  Open-access, community-based technology will empower citizens to create workable solutions to global warming.  Investment in clean energy technology will incubate research and development operations in the Midwest, will contribute to systematic infrastructure changes and will be supported by local, state and regional policies.  Appropriate and localized technological solutions will work within different geographic, social and ecological contexts.   
The solutions we employ will encourage bioregional diversity within the Midwest and will preserve and restore our natural resources.  These solutions will foster the integration, rather than the separation, of humans and the natural world.  Our systems of production and consumption will minimize waste and confront the release of chemicals and toxins into our communities.  Urban and rural development will work within natural systems to create more livable and vibrant communities.

Principles

  

1)  Community participation is integral to creating and sustaining solutions. 

· Communities-based solutions are accessible, relevant and locally-appropriate. 

· We must empower community participation by avoiding a one-size-fits-all approach 

· Policies and structural processes must empower communities with the tools and resources to build a clean energy society. 

2)  Just solutions must empower all communities and people. 

· Our economic, social, and environmental problems are inherently integrated, and therefore our solutions must be holistic. 

· Historically marginalized people must be included in the process of creating solutions. 

· Communities must collaborate and support each other. 

· The work we most need should be done by those who most need work. 

  

3)  Immediate action must be part of a long-term process. 

· Research into future technological advances, while important, should not delay implementation of currently available solutions. 

· Conservation and efficiency should be prioritized. 

· We must think and plan in the long-term to direct ourselves towards the future we desire. 

  

4.)  We must avoid false solutions. 

· False solutions prolong our dependence on dirty energy and prevent us from enacting sustainable solutions. These include nuclear energy, industrially-farmed biofuels and domestic fossil fuels, such as “clean” coal and tar sands. 

· "Transition" strategies, such as carbon capture and sequestration and biofuels, must lead to complete solutions, not half-measures. 

· We cannot rely on the mindset that created the problems to develop the solutions. 

  

5.)  We believe in human ingenuity and ability. 

· We must be honest about the impacts of our actions, inclusive in developing solutions and bold enough to take our work to scale. 

· Through education, development, and openly shared processes, we can unleash our potential. 

· Humans have the capability to create innovative, constructive, and compassionate solutions. 

Implementation


The solutions required to making our vision a reality will be diverse and numerous.  As such, we cannot define a comprehensive list of necessary regional actions. Instead, we present this document as a platform to support local youth-driven solutions. 

We, as youth of the Midwest, call for a process of decision-making and implementation that is fully accessible, transparent and actively seeking public participation. Our generation will experience the results of the decisions made today, and we demand a seat at the table of discussion.  To accomplish this, we ask that official avenues of participation be created at all levels to engage youth in the development of climate solutions.  We must come together in a collaborative pursuit for a better future. 
