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WE ARE ESPECIALLY EAGER  
to welcome international students to Carleton and have 
been doing so with pride for well over a century. Indeed, 
Carleton’s first international student, Tsune Watanabe 
from Kobe, Japan, entered Carleton in 1888, just as the 
College began its third decade. In addition, we have had a 
relationship with Fenyang Middle School in China for 100 
years. Our commitment to providing an excellent liberal arts 
education to talented students from around the globe is 
thus not solely a response to the growing globalization of 
education in recent years; it is rather a commitment we have 
held since Carleton’s earliest days.

We believe in an international curriculum and in learning 
together with students and faculty members from around 
the world because we value cultural differences and 

opportunities to learn from each other. Today, students 
from more than 30 countries help us do that. We work both 
inside and outside the classroom to offer the finest learning 
environment for our international students. These students, 
like all students at Carleton, become involved in all aspects of 
Carleton’s vibrant and exciting offerings.

I believe that a liberal arts education is the best possible 
intellectual preparation for whatever awaits bright young 
people in life. At Carleton, we teach students to think critically, 
speak cogently, construct arguments, understand the uses of 
data, study what it means to be human, and understand the 
diverse character of our lives and the global character of the 
world. We look forward each year to welcoming a new group 
of international students to Carleton, and we are delighted 
that they have chosen to join us.

Steven G. Poskanzer, President   



          

WHY CARLETON?
MANY INSTITUTIONS of higher education aim to attract 
international students, but often those students are just 
another group on campus. At Carleton, international 
students are an integral part of the campus community, 
and that integration is intentional: we value each individual 
student and blend academic study and personal experience. 
Students take advantage of opportunities for substantive 
intercultural contact as they chart a path to becoming true 
global citizens.

Carleton is a private, four-year, residential, coeducational 
liberal arts college that offers a bachelor of arts degree in 33 
fields. Its faculty is focused on teaching undergraduates, and 
students receive individualized attention from professors 
who share their knowledge through a collaborative learning 
process, often engaging students as partners in research. 
Carleton offers a superior undergraduate education, 
through rigorous and challenging coursework completed in 
a supportive environment. Its graduates go on to become 
leaders in the sciences, business, government, education, and 
the arts. 

LEADING THE WAY
• Carleton is is routinely listed among the top schools in 

external rankings sources like Princeton Review, Forbes, 
U.S. News & World Report, and Kiplinger’s.

• Carleton is sixth among all U.S. undergraduate colleges 
in the total number of its graduates who advance to 
doctoral degrees in all fields.

• 65 to 75 percent of Carleton graduates pursue an 
advanced degree within five years of graduation, with 
students regularly admitted to leading graduate schools 
including Yale, Stanford, Harvard, Chicago, and Michigan. 

• From 2013 to 2015 Carleton graduates earned  
10 Fulbright fellowships, 6 Goldwater scholarships,  
4 Watson fellowships, 2 Davis Projects for Peace awards, 
1 Carnegie Endowment for International Peace award, 
and 1 Churchill scholarship. Plus, 52 alumni were awarded 
National Science Foundation graduate fellowships from 
2010 to 2014.

TOP OF THE CLASS
Intellectually curious students from around the world attend 

Carleton to learn from some of the United States’ most 

talented and dedicated professors; 93 percent of our faculty 

members hold the highest degree in their field, earned at 

some of the country’s most prestigious graduate schools. In 

the Class of 2019, more than 70 percent of ranked students 

were in the top 10 percent of their secondary school classes 

and 91 percent were in the top fifth. There are 32 languages 

represented among our international students.



          

THE LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE
The small, residential, four-year liberal arts college is 
distinctly American—no other country has institutions 
so clearly committed to the highest quality of 
undergraduate education. Liberal arts colleges are 
educationally comprehensive, offer close interaction 
between professors and students, and have a strong 
commitment to a student’s development, both inside 
and outside the classroom. Carleton, one of the United 
States’ best liberal arts colleges, encourages personal 
growth and prepares its students for lives that are 
satisfying, both professionally and intellectually.

“I wanted a school where the cultural 
environment was accommodating to 
international students—and Carleton’s small 
size seemed to fit that. I really appreciated 
the Minnesota friendliness. My cinema and 
media studies major helped prepare me 
for my military service as an armed forces 
interpreter—I think of translating as a form 
of storytelling. You have to convey the words, 
ideas, and feelings of another person without 
letting your own bias get in the way.”

—Sung Hyo Kim , Class of 2011, South Korea



          

Unlike many students from outside the American 
Midwest, Melanie Xu came to Carleton because of 
the weather. The Hangzhou, China, native wanted 
to be surrounded by snow. She got her wish—even 
if winter turned out to be a bit longer than she was 
expecting. She’s been adapting to life in America, 
from learning to order pizza to adopting different 
e-mail etiquette, and along the way she’s lent her 
perspective to a variety of campus conversations 
and found her niche as a women’s and gender 
studies major. She hopes her education will lead her 
into a career focused on transnational feminism.

What attracted you to the liberal arts? 

I had never heard of a liberal arts college before. But in 
November of my junior year, I happened to stumble upon 
a (U.S.) college that only had 3,000 students—I don’t 
remember the name—and it made me curious. I did more 
research and kept looking into the liberal arts idea. I really 
liked it and found that it fit my personal academic goals. I did 
some more digging and Carleton happened to be the school 
that also combined the weather that I liked.  

What has the transition to an American  
college been like for you?

Academically, I’ve really enjoyed everything. It has been my 
conscious effort to get to know professors first. They really 
inspire me, so I go to their office hours and talk to them. I’ve 
found them really easy to approach to get advice about 
majors, careers and internships, that type of stuff. 

    The language barrier definitely isn’t easy. For a lot of 
international students, English is not their first language. That 
isn’t to say that we don’t speak fluently, but there are some 
cultural references we might not get.  

How often do you communicate with family back 
home? Is it hard being away from them?

I send text messages back home twice a week and video 
chat with them when something big comes up. It doesn’t 
happen very often. Maybe once a month. I love my family, but 
we are all busy. My parents are both working and my brother 
is in school. He’s too little to communicate, anyway. He’s 
only six and doesn’t have a phone. I’m very busy at Carleton, 
and there’s also the time zone difference. It has added a 
lot of pressure and some difficulties, but my family is super 
understanding. 

Do you have a favorite tradition at Carleton?

Friday flowers. I like that you can purchase flowers and put 
them into other people’s mailboxes and attach a note. I really, 
really enjoy doing it—and receiving them, as well. It’s really 
warming to think about a flower on a Friday, especially in the 
midst of some cold weather. It adds some color to your life. 

Any advice for other internatioal students?

As much as college is an exciting thing to look forward to—
and I know that when you’re in high school, you just want 
to go to college—it’s also important to keep in mind that 
you want to stretch and challenge yourself. Also, take care 
of yourself. Freshman year is overwhelming. There’s a lot to 
take in, a lot of people socializing, a lot of awesome things 
and sometimes you’ll feel like you’re not doing enough. That 
feeling of not enough is common. That’s why self care is a 
really big process. It has been important to me. 

Melanie Xu
Women’s and 
Gender Studies 
Student 



          

A CARING  ENVIRONMENT 
complements Carleton’s rigorous academic 
program, in which students study their major 
field in depth but also take classes in many 
fields to promote understanding of complex 
and varied topics that prepare them to lead 
rewarding lives.

Carleton’s curriculum offers more than 1,000 
courses annually, ranging across four broad 
liberal arts disciplines: arts and literature, 
humanities, natural sciences and mathematics, 
and social sciences. Carleton requires students 
to take courses in each area, encouraging them 
to further examine topics about which they are 
passionate, but also to discover new interests 
and acquire new skills.

Carleton’s classes are mostly small seminars, 
with an average class size of 17, characterized by 
energetic discussions among bright, engaging 
students and led by professors who have been 
recognized nationally for their commitment to 
teaching. Opportunities for hands-on research 
and independent study are available in each 
field and often are the result of student interest 
and input. 

“Carleton succeeds in breaking  down barriers and 
stereotypes, bringing together people of distinct cultures 
in a comfortable setting and letting them get to know 
each other through simple interaction and academic 
collaboration. Carleton is the perfect place for you to find 
your better self.” 

—Geoffrey Yu ’06, Executive Director and Head of UK Investment Office, UBS (London)

Scoville Hall



          

One simple image drew Sabastian Mugazambi to 
Carleton: A college recruitment poster featuring 
Skinner Memorial Chapel. That it also happened 
to be the only poster left on the wall at his high 
school prompted the Harare, Zimbabwe, native 
to view it as a clear sign that Carleton was the 
right challenge at the right time. He is a graduate 
of the EducationUSA USAP program and a 
Kellogg Scholarship recipient, and is majoring in 
mathematics and computer science at Carleton. 

What are the biggest differences in academic 
life between Carleton and your school in 
Zimbabwe?

The way the education system in Zimbabwe works, it totally 
separates you. If you have high grades, you’ll end up in the 
science field and do math—physics, chemistry, biology. 
People think you have to become a doctor or a scientist of 
some sort. That’s not a bad thing to be. But if I had remained 
in Zimbabwe, I wouldn’t have the kind of passion toward 
what I am doing now with computers.

How did you develop an interest in computers?

When I came to the United States, I initially thought I would 
do economics. Then I changed to political science. But I 
saw myself becoming very, very interested in computer 
science after an Intro to CS course. I thought, “This could 
be it.”

 Working with computers is totally different here. I had 
access in Zimbabwe. There are situations where you can 
go to, like, an Internet café to check on a computer. But it’s 
not 24-7 access. Also, the ability to write programs, I never 
imagined I could do something like that. It was totally out 
of my mind. That doesn’t take place in Zimbabwe. 

 There was a gap that I managed to cross in my 
background, and you can’t do it without exposure to the 
massive technologies in the first world. Some technologies, 
by the time they get to Africa, are obsolete in the United 
States. Just that chance to move from the third world 
to the first world and see the difference in technology, 
it pushes me every day to tap into the resources here. I 
hope someday to take that back home and catalyze the 
development of communities there, get kids started in 
programming and coding at an early age.

What do you appreciate most about Carleton?

I wanted a small place, the ability to not be swallowed 
by how big a place is. I also wanted to be able to shine 
in my own way, but at the same time, be in a place with 
academically high standards. I wanted to be challenged.

 The family feeling here is just awesome. It’s something 
more than what I could have expected. Coming to the 
United States, I thought I was going to be all alone and 
everyone would just mind their own business. I’d be on my 
own for four years, and then I’d be done. But the sense of 
togetherness here is amazing. People really care about your 
well being. Carleton cares about you as a person.

What’s been your biggest challenge?

Carleton has really prompted me to think outside the box 
on everything. Socially, I’ve become more accepting of 
different people and different backgrounds. Politically, my 
views have brought in different perspectives altogether. In 
Zimbabwe, I grew up listening to one side. Coming here, I 
had to have a mindset that allowed me to analyze all sides 
of political and social framework. There’s a lot of freedom 
of expression and thought.

Any favorite campus spots?

The chapel. It was my first image of campus, when I saw 
that poster, and the first photo of myself I took here was 
right on top of the Carleton sign next to the chapel. I sent it 
back home, so that’s what they associate Carleton with. 

Sabastian Mugazambi 
Mathematics and  
Computer Science Student 



          

African/African American studies *
Africana Studies ‡
American music ‡
American studies *
Anthropology 
Arabic ‡
Archaeology ‡
Art *
Art history *
Asian languages and literatures
Asian studies *
Astronomy
Biochemistry ‡
Biology *
Chemistry *
Chinese ‡
Cinema and media studies *
Classics * ‡
Cognitive science * ‡
Computer science *
Cross-cultural studies ‡
Dance ‡
East Asian studies ‡
Economics *

Educational studies ‡
Engineering §
English *
Environmental studies * 
European studies ‡
French ‡
French and Francophone studies * ‡
Geology *
German * ‡
Greek ‡
Hebrew 
History *
Japanese ‡
Judaic studies 
Latin ‡
Latin American studies * ‡
Law §
Linguistics *
Mathematics *
Medieval and Renaissance studies ‡
Middle East studies ‡
Middle Eastern languages 
Music * ‡
Music Performance ‡

Key
* Major offered
‡ Minor offered
§ Special program in cooperation with 
another institution

Neuroscience ‡
Philosophy * ‡
Physical education, athletics, and 

recreation 
Physics *
Political economy ‡
Political science/international relations *
Pre-law 
Pre-med
Psychology *
Religion *
Russian * ‡
Sociology and anthropology *
South Asian studies ‡
Spanish * ‡
Statistics *
Theater arts *
Women’s and gender studies * ‡

AREAS OF ACADEMIC INTEREST

MAJOR  
DECISIONS
Students can choose from more than thirty  
regular majors or design their own. Sixteen 
concentrations and several special study 
programs also are available. 



          

OFF-CAMPUS
STUDIES
MORE THAN 70 PERCENT OF CARLETON STUDENTS,  
including international students, participate in off-
campus study. Carleton faculty-led programs take 
students around the world, to study conservation in 
Tanzania, economics in Cambridge, Russian in Moscow, 
studio art in Australia and New Zealand, and linguistics 
in Japan, among other programs. Some programs 
are offered within the United States: urban studies 
in Chicago and Minneapolis, and political science in 
Washington, D.C., for example. Many students also 
participate in approved off-campus study seminars 
offered through higher education consortiums and 
independent programs.

CROSS-CULTURAL STUDIES

The cross-cultural studies program, begun in 
2000–01 and funded by a grant from the Starr 
Foundation, gives international students and 
students from the United States the opportunity 
to explore regional and global issues by 
comparing cultures and provides them with a 
sharper understanding of their own and other 
cultures. Students can concentrate in cross-
cultural studies, and the program is designed 
to prepare students to participate in a global 
society and work in an increasingly multicultural 
workforce. Students select a nation or region 
of the world on which to focus their cultural 
and linguistic study, and applicable courses 
are available in disciplines across the college. 
The program’s seminar for first-year students, 
“Growing Up Cross-Culturally,” focuses on how 
cultural assumptions shape people’s sense 
of themselves and encourages students to 
examine how their own and other cultures view 
various rites of passage. Another course, “I’m a 
Stranger Here Myself,” is designed for students 
who are returning from off-campus studies or 
who have lived abroad, and for anyone who 
has had the experience of being an outsider. 
Using their own experience as evidence, 
students first develop theories about the nature 
of intercultural contact and then test those 
theories by applying them to specific historical 
and literary evidence. 

Argentina

Australia

Bangladesh

Brazil

Canada

China

   Hong Kong (SAR)

   Taiwan

Colombia

Costa Rica

Ecuador

El Salvador

France

Germany

Ghana

Greece

Guatemala

India

Indonesia

Japan

Lebanon

Mexico

Myanmar/Burma

Nepal

New Zealand

Norway

Pakistan

Palestine

Peru

Russia

Singapore

South Korea

Thailand

Turkey

United Kingdom

Ukraine

Vietnam

Zimbabwe

A BROADER WORLDVIEW
CARLETON’S INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENT IS 

REFLECTED IN ITS STUDENT BODY: IN RECENT YEARS OUR 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS HAVE COME FROM:



          

THE LANGUAGE OF 
LEARNING 
Carleton requires all students to be proficient in 
a second language; native speakers of languages 
other than English have enhanced the study of 
languages at Carleton. At least one member of 
the Carleton student community speaks:

“At the end of my sophomore year I went on the 
Carleton economics seminar in Cambridge, England. 
The program is designed to help you understand the 
historical beginnings of the Industrial Revolution with 
visits to important sites; learn about the contemporary 
British economy; and travel in and experience Europe. 
My Carleton life was enriched and I had experiences that 
created a better context for Carleton, America, Nepal, the 
world, and my role as I traverse between and experience 
these places.”
—Abhinab Basnyat, Nepal

American Sign Language

Amheric

Arabic

Assyrian

Bengali

Burmese

Cantonese

Catalan

Chinese

Creole

Dutch

Éwé

Filipino

Finnish

French

Ga

German

Greek

Gujaratl

Haitian

Hawaiian

Hebrew

Hindi

Hmong

Hungarian

Igbo

Indonesian

Italian

Japanese

Kannada

Korean

Lao

Malayalam

Mandarin

Mandinka

Marathi

Minangkabau

Nepali

Norwegian

Orlya

Oromo

Pangasinan

Persian

Polish

Portuguese

Punjabi

Russian

Rwandan

Serbo-Croatian

Shona

Sindhi

Sinhala

Somali

Spanish

Sudanese

Swahili

Tagalog

Tamil

Tatar

Thai

Tibetan

Turkish

Twi

Ukrainian

Urdu

Vietnamese

Yoruba



          

Born of Hungarian parents, French 
professor Éva Pósfay has lived in 
Venezuela, Sweden, Switzerland, 
and France. “Given my background 
as a third-culture kid growing up in 
several cultures, and around many 
individuals who suffered exile, I 
have experience with difference—
it is part of me,” she says. She 
attended Bryn Mawr College and 
earned a PhD in French from 
Princeton University. 

She teaches courses in French 
language and literature and cross-
cultural studies and has previously 
served as an associate academic 
dean at Carleton.

Why is it fundamental for 
Carleton to have international 
students?

Part of a liberal arts education is to 
open up to the wider world and become 

passionate about the possibility 
of cross-cultural understanding. 
Carleton’s curriculum reflects the 
faculty’s dedication to taking students 
to new places, new cultures, and new 
ideas. It is only appropriate, then, that 
the student body should reflect this 
commitment to difference. Having 
international students at Carleton 
creates opportunities for vibrant 
intercultural encounters right here on 
campus. The challenge is to ensure 
that our U.S. domestic students and 
international students continue their 
community-building efforts and never 
tire of finding meaningful ways to reach 
out to each other.

Who participates in the cross-
cultural studies program?

The program should not be thought 
of as an area of study reserved 
exclusively for international students. 
It is actually a home for different 

student populations on campus, 
including U.S. domestic students, 
who have as much to learn about 
cross-cultural understanding as the 
international students. Interestingly, 
the program has made visible certain 
constituencies within the U.S. cluster, 
including our first-generation immigrant 
group and our third-culture kids. Both 
have become a terrific bridge between 
international and U.S. domestic 
students.  

Why are Carleton’s international 
faculty members important to 
our students?

They are invaluable as mentors and role 
models for any student intrigued by the 
world, but especially for international 
students. Why? They have experienced 
firsthand the intricacies of cultural 
transition and know what it means 
to negotiate different cultural frames 
of reference. When you move into an 
unfamiliar learning environment, you 
hope for a place conducive to academic 
excellence and to new levels of self-
discovery. With time your journey abroad 
is likely to make you perceive with fresh 
eyes what is around you and beyond. 
This process is usually quite painful, but 
it also results in personal growth and 
tremendous joy.

How have larger numbers of 
international students—from 
18 enrolled in fall 2000 to more 
than 200 today—changed the 
campus?

They clearly have energized our 
community. Students from Nigeria, 
Mexico, Myanmar, Turkey, Romania, Sri 
Lanka, and a host of other countries 
enrich daily our cultural mosaic at 
Carleton. For example, in my French 
and Francophone literature course, I 
turned to my Malaysian student to get 
further input about Asian attitudes 
toward hospitality. His explanations 
greatly enhanced our class discussion as 
they brought to light a whole different 
worldview and set of norms with which 
most of his peers were unacquainted. 
His contribution also gave him a 
chance to shine and be the source of 
knowledge. 

“Having 
international 
students gives 
us opportunities 
for vibrant 
intercultural 
encounters.”

Éva Pósfay
French Professor



          

ALUMNI 
ACHIEVEMENT
Carleton students acquire skills 
transferable to any career or graduate 
school program, and gain employment 
or pursue further study in fields such 
as investment banking, management 
consulting, biological and chemical 
research, law, economics, medicine, and 
computer science. Following is a sample 
listing of international alumni and their 
post-Carleton endeavors:

Sadao Asada ’58 
JAPAN; professor emeritus, Doshisha 
University 

Karl Kwok ’71 
HONG KONG; Chair, Wing On 
International Holdings, Hong Kong

Kgomotso Matsunyane ’95 
SOUTH AFRICA; Partner, T.O.M. Pictures, 
Johannesburg, South Africa

Rashika Perera ’05 
SRI LANKA; Clinical Psychologist, 
Melbourne, Australia 

Eunice Ajambo ’06 
UGANDA; Economic Affairs Officer, 
United Nations Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs, Norway

Adipong Brickshawana ’06 
THAILAND; Mayo Clinic PhD program  
in biology

Nozomi Naoi ’06 
JAPAN; Assistant Professor of 
Humanities (Art History), Yale-NUS 
College, Singapore

Zhuan Pei ’06 
CHINA; Assistant Professor, Department 
of Policy Analysis and Management, 
Cornell University

Xiuyuan Geoffrey Yu ’06 
CHINA; Executive Director, Head of 
UK Investment Office, UBS Wealth 
Management UK, London

Pranav Yadav ’07 
INDIA; CEO, Neuro Insight, New York City

Amrit Tuladhar ’07 
NEPAL; Technology Analyst, Goldman 
Sachs, New York City

Sefalana Matambo ’08 
BOTSWANA; Executive Assistant to the 
Vice President, Confederation of Indian 
Industry

Eric Yiu ’08 
HONG KONG; Attorney, Latham & 
Watkins, Hong Kong

Syed Sultan ’10 
BANGLADESH; Investment Analyst, 
World Bank

Guan Guan ’12 
CHINA; Business Intelligence Manager, 
IceKredit, Inc., Shanghai

Min Yao Lim ’12 
MALAYSIA; Hardware Engineer, Ooma

Fadi Hakim ’13 
INDONESIA; Graduate Student in 
Anthropology, University of Chicago

Sara Hooker ’13 
IRELAND; Data Science Analyst, Udemy, 
Oakland, Calif.

Tanmay Annachhatre ’14 
THAILAND; Investment Associate, 
Cambridge Associates, Sydney, Australia

Willis Hall



          

ACTIVELY
INVOLVED
THE VIBRANCY OF  STUDENT LIFE outside the classroom 
at Carleton is astonishing, and international students 
participate in every aspect. Every year, hundreds of lectures, 
concerts, plays, readings, films, art exhibitions, and social, 
cultural, and athletic events are listed on the campus 
calendar. All of these events are free to students. They 
are often organized and carried out by the more than 100 
student clubs and organizations that flourish on campus. 

Students can choose from a wide variety of extracurricular 
activities—everything from athletics, performing arts, and 
religious groups to volunteer community service and political 
activism.

Nearly 90 percent of the student body participates in 
intramural or club sports, such as broomball (a cold-weather 
sport unique to northern climates), aikido, Frisbee, and field 
hockey. About 25 percent of students are varsity athletes, 
competing against other colleges in 20 sports.

Musical opportunities include membership in a student 
orchestra, choir, and symphony band. Private music lessons 
are offered in voice, piano, guitar, organ, and each section of 
the orchestra, as well as the pipa, erhu, sitar, lute, viola de 
gamba, recorder, and harpsichord. Other ensembles focus on 
jazz, African drums, the mbira, the karimba, chamber music, 
and a cappella vocal music. 



          

Bangladesh native Suneet Dewan 
knew he wanted to attend a 
United States college after 
living in the Midwest as part of a 
high school exchange program. 
At Carleton, Suneet majors in 
economics, serves as a resident 
assistant, and can often be found 
playing Ultimate Frisbee and  
table tennis.

How did you end up at Carleton?

My sophomore year of high school, I was 
involved in an exchange program for a 
year. I was in New London, Wisconsin, a 
town of 7,000 people. I stayed for a year, 
went to New London High School, and 
met a lot of great friends there. I loved it.

 I finished my junior and senior years 
in Bangladesh, and I knew I wanted 
to go to college in the United States. I 
applied to about 20 schools, and really, 
Carleton had the best financial aid and 
academics.

FIELD 
EXPERIENCE

 For international students, it’s really 
difficult to get financial aid. I knew that 
would make the application process 
harder, so I applied to a lot of schools. I 
knew that my family couldn’t afford to 
pay for education costs, so I had to find 
a school with that fit. 

 Carleton wasn’t a big culture shock 
because I’d lived with an American 
family for a year. It helped me 
connect better with people and really 
know where they are coming from. 
That experience helped me bridge 
Bangladesh to what it’s like to be an 
American student.

What has been your biggest 
challenge in college?

Academics are always a challenge, 
but I’ve really enjoyed it. In high school, 
I never wrote papers. So that was 
something really unfamiliar to me. I had 
written, maybe, one thesis-driven paper 

ever, and that was in New London. In 
Bangladesh, I had taken mostly science 
classes, and the English class I took 
was mostly creative writing. But like 
with anything, you figure it out and it 
becomes a lot easier. 

What are Carleton  
students like?

The biggest thing is that the students 
are interesting–and they’re interested. 
Everybody that I meet is nice and cool 
and I want to get to know them better. 
Also, they’re interested in getting to 
know you. They’re willing to listen to 
different opinions and seeing how 
everything plays out. Students here are 
really interested in nuanced views. The 
people are really what defines Carleton.

How have you dealt with being 
so far from home?

It’s difficult. It’s just hard to get home. 
To a degree, homesickness is normal. 
It’s OK to go through that, but I know 
one thing that helped me adjust away 
from that was just immersing myself in 
college. Whether academics, the people 
you’re around, hanging out on your 
floor, joining activities–find a group that 
you can hang out with that becomes a 
family here, in a sense.

 My friends have all been great here. 
When I stayed over winter break once, 
I spent Christmas with a friend from 
Carleton. She was really cool with me 
going to her house and hanging out. 

What advice do you have for 
international students who 
might be interested in Carleton?

Don’t be intimidated by the fact that it’s 
in Minnesota. It’s cold, yeah, but we all 
go through it together.

 I feel like people should know more 
about us. I like to spread the word about 
Carleton. It’s such a great school. In the 
four years here, you’ll grow as a person. 
It’s not just knowing more about your 
major, either. I know it sounds cliché, but 
you’ll get a better understanding of the 
world here, and I think that’s important.

Suneet Dewan
Economics Student



          

Cultural organizations at Carleton 
serve a dual purpose: They’re a 
comfort zone for students and an 
educational resource for the entire 
community. They include:

CULTURAL
PRIDE

African Students Association 
(Afrisa)

Asian Students in America (ASIA)

Black Students Alliance (BSA)

Carleton Muslim Student 
Association

Chinese Club

Coalition of Hmong Students

The Coalition of Women of Color

Indigenous Peoples Alliance (IPA)

Korean Students Association

Latino American Students 
Organization (LASO)

Men of Color

Queer, Questioning, or Trans People 
of Color (QTPOC)

Tim Viet (Vietnamese student 
association)



          

THE INTERNATIONAL
FESTIVAL
The annual student-led International Festival 
celebrates cultures around the world, particularly 
those represented by students at Carleton, and 
is one of the college’s most popular events, 
with students and faculty and staff members 
sampling food prepared by international 
students. Performances have included a martial 
arts demonstration, poetry, dances, and music 
from many countries. The festival usually 
features hands-on activity stations offering 
instruction in such skills as henna hand painting, 
Japanese origami, and Chinese calligraphy.

 



          

“Willingly or unwillingly, rightly or wrongly, I have 
found myself advocating freedom, honestly 
discussing and promoting the expression of different 
viewpoints, relishing knowledge for its own sake, and, 
above all, listening. I respect difference of opinion 
but, at the same time, also believe in producing 
results that are acceptable to as many as possible 
through diplomatic compromises. At Carleton, I 
realized the necessity of such an approach, though, of 
course, I am still working on perfecting it.” 

—Sujan Rajbhandary ’04, Nepal, Analyst, Mercer Capital Management

ENVIRONMENTALLY 
FRIENDLY 
Creating a fully  inclusive community in which 
all members feel welcome, valued, and safe is 
central to Carleton’s mission of providing a first-
rate education to every student. As a residential 
college in a small town, Carleton provides 
students with a secure environment that allows 
them to participate fully in the learning process 
and to live respectfully among their peers.

Several campus offices serve as resources for 
students, providing cultural, health, and social 
support. These include the Office of Intercultural 
and International Life (for programming that 
fosters intercultural dialogue to create awareness, 
empathy, mutual respect, tolerance, and 
recognition), Student Health and Counseling 
(for primary physical care, individual and group 
counseling, and health education; Carleton offers 
an insurance plan), and the Career Center (for 
assistance in assessing skills, securing internships 
and jobs, and applying to graduate schools). 



          

Carleton’s Office of Intercultural and International Life 
is the central resource for international students. The 
office helps international students adjust to all aspects 
of college life by supporting their educational and 
personal development. This support comes in several 

forms: working to create an intellectually and culturally 
supportive campus environment; collaborating with 
faculty members to help students adjust to a new 
academic setting; coordinating cultural and social 
programming for the campus; and organizing the 
weeklong International Student Orientation, which 
helps first-year students ease into life at Carleton and in 
Minnesota before the academic year starts. The office 
also provides help with visa and immigration issues and 
numerous regulations affecting international students. 

THE OFFICE OF INTERCULTURAL 
AND INTERNATIONAL LIFE 



          

Sri Lankan native Hiyanthi Peiris 
is a psychology major at Carleton 
and serves in the student senate.
She’s also a resident assistant  
and delivered a campus TED  
Talk titled “Sri Lanka: As I See It,” 
about how media can responsibly 
cover issues of civil war and  
ethnic divide. In her free time, she 
enjoys cooking and catching up 
with friends.

How did you discover Carleton?

While in high school (at Bishop’s 
College Colombo), I started focusing on 
American liberal arts colleges because 
the concept sounded really interesting 
to me. It appeared to create a more 
close-knit community and students 
seemed to have more wiggle room for 
how to explore a career. Also, the fact 
that you don’t have to commit to a 
major upon entrance, that was really 
appealing.

 I know this is not a very Carleton 
mindset thing, but I looked at U.S. News 
& World Report rankings and applied 
to most of the high ranking schools.
Carleton was one of my first choices, 
and when a member of the international 
student’s office visited Sri Lanka, it was 
really instrumental in making Carleton 
the top choice.

Once you arrived, how did you 
feel about your decision?

It was very obvious to me that there 
was a real commitment to learning 
here. It’s just not competition. 
Well, competition with yourself is 
encouraged, and that culture is very 
easily visible when you talk to anyone 
at Carleton. Most of the predictions I 
made about Carleton came true, which 
was great. I hadn’t gotten the chance 
to visit the school before. My first time 
coming here was actually coming here!

What are some of the biggest 
challenges you’ve faced? 

I was squeamish about leaving home. 
It was very scary and sad. I’m very close 
to my family. But I was amazed at how 
quickly Carleton welcomed me into 
its community. The students are so 
friendly here. And while I missed home, I 
also didn’t have time to miss home. You 
get very busy here.

 The minute I came here, I also had 
friends from Egypt, Nepal, Mexico, 
America, everywhere. And as you get  
to know people better, yes, you start  
to realize that you have differences. 
That can be a challenge. But here, 
they’re dealt with maturely. We talk 
about them. 

How have you dealt with being 
away from home, not seeing 
your family?

I always looked at this as, “It’s 
temporary. If I don’t like it, it’s going to 
be fine.” My parents are great. They’re 
very independent people who have 
always emphasized education and 
opportunities. They’re very glad that 
I have this opportunity. We Skype as 
time allows and stay in touch, send 
messages every other day. It works out.

Did Carleton eventually feel like 
home to you?

I know I’m going to miss it because it’s 
so amazing how it became a second 
home to me. The way I judge that is, 
you know how when you’re flying into 
a place and you see the view of the 
city from the window? Do you feel 
relief? Excitement? Fear? What’s your 
emotion? I always felt relief when I saw 
Sri Lanka, and now I feel the same way 
when I see the Minneapolis airport.

What advice do you have for 
fellow international students 
thinking about Carleton?

At Carleton, you’re not alone. That’s the 
biggest thing I can emphasize.

Hiyanthi Peiris 
Psychology Student



          

DISCOVER 
CARLETON 
LOCATED IN THE HEART OF THE MIDWEST, Carleton offers a pleasing 
combination of a quiet, safe, small-town setting and proximity to a major 
metropolitan area.

Carleton is in the small town of Northfield, Minnesota, in the northern part of 
the United States about midway between the Atlantic and Pacific coasts, in an 
agriculturally rich region known as America’s heartland. Most of what students 
need is available locally within walking or biking distance, including banks, hotels, 
restaurants, grocery and convenience stores, and a movie theater. Northfield also 
is home to St. Olaf College, another small liberal arts college.

The Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul are 35 miles (56 kilometers) north 
of Carleton’s campus. This urban center of nearly 3 million people provides 
students access to an array of restaurants, plays, concerts, professional sports, 
movies, art museums, shopping malls, and other entertainment. Carleton 
provides regular transportation service to the Twin Cities.

The Minneapolis–St. Paul International Airport has daily flights to all major  
U.S. cities, including Chicago, Los Angeles, New York, San Francisco, and 
Washington, D.C. Direct flights or connections to all major international 
destinations also are available. 

WEATHER UPDATE
The weather in Minnesota can range from very hot and humid (mid to high 20s 
Celsius) in the summer months of July and August to extremely cold in the winter. 
Although January can occasionally produce some bone-chilling days in the 
range of minus 20 degrees Celsius, these cold snaps rarely last long. Snow falls 
in December, January, February, and March, and Carleton students find creative 
ways to enjoy it—sledding, skiing, ice-skating, and playing hockey. Minnesota 
also is known for its picture-perfect weather in spring and fall—clear blue skies 
and colorful flowers in April and May, and trees showcasing rich autumn colors 
in September and October, with plenty of warm, sunny days in the high teens to 
mid-20s temperature range. 

CARLETON FACTS 
• Founded: 1866, a private, 

coeducational, residential 
liberal arts college

• Degree conferred: Bachelor 
of arts

• Campus: 950 acres, including 
an 880-acre arboretum

• Enrollment: 1,995, 51% female, 
49% male 

• International students: 10% 

• Geographical distribution:  
50 states and 36 countries

• Student/faculty ratio: 9/1

• Average class size: 17

• Calendar: Three 10-week 
terms

• Graduation rate: 91 percent of 
students graduate in four years

Downtown Northfield

Minneapolis
St. Paul

Northfield

Carleton is located in 
Northfield, Minnesota, 
which is just 45 minutes  
from the major 
metropolitan area of 
Minneapolis and St. Paul.



          

“I am really enjoying my time here at Carleton. 
The students are sociable and very welcoming 
and helpful to freshmen in particular. The 
professors are amazing and always ready to lend 
a helping hand and to form friendly, nonformal 
relationships with students. The social life here is 
great—students create their own fun and there is 
always something to do on campus.” 
 —Sefalana Matambo, Botswana

CAMPUS FACILITIES
• Carleton’s science buildings provide superb 

classroom and laboratory space, linked via 
computer and video networks. Modern research 
facilities and equipment are available to students. 

• Gould Library’s collection includes 563,000 books, 
937 print and 3,900 electronic journal subscriptions, 
4,802 rare books, and approximately 300,000 
government documents. 

• The Weitz Center for creativity offers a theater, 
concert hall, cinema, art museum, and studios for 
dance, drawing, and audio and video production. 

• A campuswide computer network provides 
students with high-speed access to both local and 
Internet-based resources. Carleton has nine general 
computing labs, and academic department labs 
have subject-specific hardware and software.

• The Recreation Center features a rock-climbing 
wall, 80 weight-training and fitness machines, a 
200-meter indoor track, and four multipurpose 
courts. Other athletic facilities include two 
competition-length indoor pools, an outdoor 
track, tennis courts, and playing fields for soccer, 
American football, softball, baseball, and other 
sports.

• Carleton’s 880-acre arboretum is an exceptional 
outdoor science laboratory and also provides miles 
of running, skiing, and biking trails. 



          

Carleton welcomes applicants from 
around the world and will evaluate 
academic work completed in 
international education systems.  
The strongest candidates for 

admission will have taken at least four years of English, three 
or more years of mathematics, two or more years of science, 
and three or more years of a foreign or classical language 
unless it was not offered at their secondary school. Applicants 
of unusual ability whose secondary school program did 
not include all these courses may be admitted on the basis 
of their school records, scores on standardized tests, and 
recommendations of school officials.

In addition to secondary school academic records, Carleton 
considers the score on either the Scholastic Assessment Test 
(SAT) or the American College Test (ACT). 

A student whose native language is not English should take 
the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) or the 
International English Language Testing System (IELTS) 
assessment in addition to the SAT or ACT, unless English 
has been the language of instruction in school. The IELTS 
is comparable but not identical to the TOEFL. For more 
information about IELTS, visit www.ielts.org. 

Carleton considers other international education system tests 
such as “O” and “A” (British) level exams, General Education 
and School Leaving exams, the French Baccalaureate, the 
German Abitur, the International Baccalaureate, and others.

APPLYING TO 
CARLETON

EARLY DECISION 

Carleton welcomes Early Decision applications from 
international students who are not requesting financial 
assistance; those seeking scholarships are encouraged to 
use the Regular Decision option to allow all applicants to be 
considered at one time for financial assistance. 

Carleton will, however, consider a few exceptionally 
qualified international scholarship applicants for Early 
Decision. This decision is binding, and students must 
withdraw all other applications once they have accepted 
Carleton’s offer of admission. During Early Decision only 
a limited number of full and partial international student 
scholarships will be awarded. 

Students who have applied to Carleton via Early Decision 
will be admitted, denied, or rolled over to the Regular 
Decision applicant pool. Many highly qualified candidates 
may be rolled over to Regular Decision, since the majority 
of Carleton’s international scholarships will continue to be 
awarded via the Regular Decision process. 

Students moved into the Regular Decision pool are no 
longer subject to Carleton’s binding Early Decision plan and 
can apply to other colleges and universities. 

Students who are admitted with an international 
scholarship via Regular Decision have until May 1 to confirm 
their acceptance; failure to notify Carleton by this deadline 
may result in loss of the scholarship.

QUESTIONS?
Contact:
Brian Swann
Seanior assistant dean of admissions and  
coordinator of international recruitment
507-222-4190
bswann@carleton.edu Nourse Hall



          

Several key resources fund these scholarships: 

• STARR FOUNDATION GRANTS  
(largest source of funding) Scholarship opportunities for students from Asia 

• UNDERBRINK GLOBAL INITIATIVES SCHOLARSHIPS  
Financial aid for highly qualified students who are not U.S. citizens or 
permanent residents of the United States; endowed by and in memory of  
F. Keith Underbrink ’56 

• KELLOGG SCHOLARSHIPS 
Financial aid for highly qualified students who are not U.S. citizens or 
permanent residents of the United States

• GEORGE INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIPS 
Aid to students from developing nations who demonstrate economic need 
and exceptional academic promise

• DAVIS SCHOLARSHIPS 
Carleton is a partner in the Davis United World College Scholars Program 
and will supplement the Davis UWC grants to meet the full financial need 
of all admitted UWC graduates through this program.

• CARLETON GRANTS  
For students who have applied for aid before admission and who 
demonstrate modest financial need 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
Carleton provides need-based financial 
assistance, including full or partial 
scholarships, to a limited number of 
highly qualified international students 

of the admitted student and his or her 
family. On average, Carleton supports 
8 to 12 new international students with 
large named scholarships, such as the 
ones listed above, and a number of 
other students each year with smaller 
Carleton grants. 

each year. Carleton’s comprehensive 
fee, including tuition, room, and board, is 
$66,414 for 2017–18.

The number of scholarships varies 
slightly from year to year, depending on 
the ratio of full to partial scholarships. 
Each scholarship is individually 
calculated to fit the financial resources 



          

For further information, contact:

Carleton College
Office of Admissions
100 South College Street
Northfield, MN 55057
USA

www.carleton.edu/intl
E-mail: admissions@carleton.edu

Carleton’s comprehensive fee for 2017–
18 is $66,414. For admitted international 
students who meet financial need 
criteria, financial assistance in the form 
of grants and a campus job is available. 
Carleton’s scholarships are intended 
to make the College affordable to 
admitted students.

Carleton uses information provided 
by students and their families to prepare 
financial aid packages for admitted 
international students who seek 
financial aid. To apply for financial aid, 
international applicants must complete 
two forms: the International Student 
Financial Aid Application (ISFAA) and 
the Certification of Finances form,  
both of which can be found at  
www.carleton.edu/intl. Hard copies  
also are available by request.

It should also be noted that the part 
of a financial aid grant used for room 
and board is subject to U.S. taxation. A 
fuller explanation of tax-related issues 
and other concerns will be included 
in the financial aid packages sent 
to students upon their admission to 
Carleton.

Students who hold U.S. citizenship or 
dual citizenship (including the United 
States) or are permanent residents  
(I-151, I-551, or I-551C status) and a 
limited number of eligible non-citizens 
may qualify for U.S. federal financial 
aid. For further information go online to 
www.carleton.edu/intl.

Since Carleton determines financial 
need based on information provided by 
students and their families, accuracy 
in filling out these forms is of utmost 
importance. The amount of the 
awarded scholarship is tailored to the 
financial circumstances of students and 
their families, who are expected to pay 
a portion of college expenses, according 
to their resources. It is important to note 
that international students who have 
not applied for financial aid at the time 
of admission should not expect financial 
assistance in future years at Carleton.

Because the number of international 
scholarships at Carleton is limited, 
competition for them can be intense, 
and not all highly qualified candidates 
seeking substantial scholarship 
assistance can be offered admission.

HOW TO APPLY FOR INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL AID

Goodsell Observatory



          

“There’s so much academic rigor here. And 
people in America know Carleton. I think a lot of 
international students are worried about rankings 
and the name of the school in their country. They 
want to say, ‘I’m from Harvard,’ and then everyone 
goes, ‘Oh, you’re so smart!’ Carleton might be  
more like, ‘Huh?’ Still, try not to be afraid of that,  
and don’t let it prevent you from coming here.  
There’s so much going on at Carleton for you  
to experience!”  

—Avery Cheng, Hong Kong


