
How does one contact a professor to ask for internship possibilities?
In addition to the vast amount of information the Career Center provides to students regarding internship opportunities, your professors can also be a good resource.  It is a good idea to contact professors several months in advance (ideally during the fall/winter terms) in order to provide enough time to prepare your application.  An email, phone, or face-to-face conversation would be a good way to request information about internships in your field of study.  If this route does not work, a trip to the Career Center would be your next plausible option.

I'd heard that the MCAN grant was only for 9-5 style internships. Is this true?
The MCAN grant supports all kinds of internships, however, students must meet the minimum requirement of 30 hours per week during the internship or field experience.  Although internships typically follow the 9-5 workday schedule, this is not a requirement for eligibility.  Flexibility is welcome, as long as a weekly schedule is guaranteed.   

Can I use the MCAN grant to go to school/study a subject?
The MCAN grant only supports internships, research experiences, or field-based opportunities.  The purpose of the grant is to provide students with an opportunity to gain experience in their field of study, determine if they have continued interest in a particular career, and form a network of contacts for future employment and/or career-related endeavors.  Therefore, the grant does not support students interested in taking a summer course.

How difficult is the application process?
Former scholars are the best resource for this question since they have gone through the entire applications process and can offer a students’ perspective.  As with any application process, an applicant should prepare in a timely fashion and ensure that the necessary components (i.e., letters of recommendation, essay, budget sheet) are ready for final submission.  For most applicants, the most difficult step in the process is finding and securing an internship or field experience to fund.
Is the grant only for internships in the sciences?
No, the grant supports internships, research experiences, or field-based opportunities in all fields of study.  Former scholars have represented an array of fields, from public health to photography.  All are welcome.

What makes a strong application?
A strong application is one that offers a clear and well-developed explanation of how the summer experience would help move one in the direction of professional and academic goals.  Grants will be competitively awarded, so applicants should take the application process seriously.  Although the brief statement is the most important aspect in the selection process, letters of recommendation, transcripts, field of study/major, past academic and extracurricular experiences, and financial need will also be taken into consideration.

Are applications considered on a rolling basis? 
No.  Only applications submitted by the deadline will be considered. 

Does one need an acceptance letter from the internship in order to apply for the MCAN grant?
An acceptance letter is not necessary to apply to the MCAN Scholars Program since most internship sites notify applicants in the spring.  Applicants may submit proposals while awaiting acceptance, but must yield funds should they not receive an offer that may be certified by the end of classes in during the spring trimester.  
Can a student apply (and be awarded) the MCAN grant more than once? 
Yes, students can apply and be awarded the MCAN grant more than once.  Also, if a student applies during his or her sophomore year and is not offered a grant, there is a chance to reapply.
Can the MCAN grant be used to fund an international experience?
The grant can be used to support internships, research experiences, or field-based opportunities both nationally and internationally. The MCAN Scholars Program does not support summer study-abroad experiences.

If I am awarded the grant as an international student and the experience will be in the U.S., do I need to apply for Curricular Practical Training (CPT) or Optional Practical Training (OPT)?  
Yes, it is very likely.  You should consult with Luyen Phan in the Office of Intercultural and International Life for further details.

Is this grant taxable?  
Depending on your country of citizenship, any tax treaty benefits, and other circumstances, the MCAN grant may be taxable.

What are my duties or obligations during and after the experience? 
During the summer experience, students are required to reach a minimum of five weeks and involve a minimum of 30 hours per week of work/service.  After the summer experience, scholars are asked to raise awareness of the MCAN Scholars Program by participating in a few activities, which include a presentation about your summer experience, a videotaped interview, and involvement in a winter term information session.  Please see the grant application for more details about these and other obligations.  


Can a student apply for the grant as a Carleton alum?  
No, only current sophomore and junior students are eligible to apply for and receive the MCAN grant.
Can a student apply for the grant if applying to multiple internships or programs?

If you are applying to multiple programs and are not sure which you will attend, you have the option to submit an application for each program. You may reuse some application materials such as recommendations and transcripts. Your cover sheet, statement of qualifications and budget should be unique for each application and reflect the appropriate internship. MCAN will only fund one award per applicant in a program year.
