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This month, we say farewell to the Class of 2017 and shift our atten-
tion to the Class of 2021. Later this summer, I will provide an update 
on key initiatives/programs for the Division of Student Life.   
  
In the meantime, I am pleased to announce that Sindy Fleming, cur-
rently director for the Center for Multicultural and International En-
gagement for St. Olaf College, has been named Assistant Dean of 
Students in the Dean of Students Office effective July 15, 2017.  In this 
new role, Sindy will provide centralized support for students on leave 
or taking a leave, and lead efforts to increase programmatic synergies 
between of the Office of Intercultural and International Life and the 
Gender and Sexuality Center.  Sindy will also collaborate with faculty 
and staff to provide an environment of dialogue in which students build on their critical thinking and 
leadership skills. 
  
Sindy attended University Del Valle in Guatemala City, Guatemala, and is a graduate of St. Olaf Col-
lege in Spanish and Education K-12 licensure.  She also received a Master of Education in Teaching 
and Learning from Saint Mary’s University and is completing an Ed.D. from the University of South-
ern California’s Ross--ier School of Education.     
  
Sindy has been providing and promoting programs, initiatives, and an atmosphere that fosters aca-
demics, leadership, service, and community.  She served as a TRIO/Student Support Services (SSS) 
Academic Advisor that allowed her to work with first- generation and low-income college students at 
a selective liberal arts institution. She also taught in both public and private schools ranging from 
kindergarten to twelfth grade, and obtained funding for Sustained Dialogue at St. Olaf.  She also 
served as a co-facilitator for a faculty learning community, which provided a hands-on workshop 
for integrating diversity conversations into first-year courses.  
  
I am excited that Sindy will bring her collaborative spirit, passion, and energies to Carleton.  Please 
join me in welcoming Sindy Fleming to Carleton. 
  

Happy summer! 
Carolyn H. Livingston, Vice President for Student Life and Dean of Students 

On Tuesday, May 16, the Peer Lead-
er Committee hosted the annual 
Peer Leader Orientation to kick-off 
training for all incoming 2017-2018 
peer leaders. Approximately 270 
students attended the orientation, 
representing positions in the follow-
ing offices: OIIL, GSC, Career Cen-
ter, Residential Life, Office of the 
Chaplain, SAO, CCCE, TRIO, Aca-
demic Support Center, and the 
Office of Health Promotion.  
The goal of the program was to 

offer a space for peer leaders to 

begin connecting with peer leaders 

from other offices, as well as offer a 

chance to reflect on why partici-

pants sought the peer leader posi-

tion. This orientation provided an 

overview of the various roles a peer 

leader plays, and how students re-

late to them, such as that of a men-

tor, educator, team member, friend, 

or activist. The committee will con-

tinue to coordinate fall training and 

is looking forward to welcoming 

back all of our wonderful peer lead-

ers for New Student Week in Sep-

tember! 

Division of Student Life enjoyed 
handing out ice cream to Seniors 
and their families as part of the 
Senior Week Celebrations. 

 

 TRIO Alumni Reception—Friday, June 16 

2:00-4:00pm,  TRIO House (216 College St) 

 

 Out After Carleton (OAC) Reception—Saturday, June 17 

Join Out After Carleton, Alumni Relations, and the GSC as they celebrate seniors and their contribution to Carleton. 

4:30-5:30pm,  Boliou Hall patio 

 

 Green Dot Facilitator Training—July 31-August 4 

8:00am-5:00pm,  Alumni Guest House Meeting Room 



Staff Highlight 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sarah Rechtzigel 

Assistant to the Director 
Career Center 

 

When Sarah came to Carleton in the sum-

mer of 1996, she wasn’t much older than 

the students. She’d just gotten married 

and “wanted to get [her] foot in the door 

at Carleton,” so she took a 20-hour-a-week 

job at the Wellness Center (which became 

SHAC in 2011). While admitting to some 

concern about having summers off with 

that position, she notes she needn’t have 

worried as then-Associate Dean of Students 

“Hudlin Wagner  scooped me up and hired 

me full-time” in the Dean of Students of-

fice before that “summer off” ever came. 

She worked in DOS for a number of years 

until she had two small children, so Sarah 

and husband Joel decided it would be best 

for the family for her to switch back to 

part-time. She spent two years in Geo and 

“got to work with some really great facul-

ty.” But, she notes, “after those two 

years, I realized I’m not stay-at-home 

mom material and I longed for a full-time 

challenging position again.” That led to a 

four-year stint in the Dean of the College 

office. After than, she  found “a longing 

for working with the student population 

again.  Our faculty are awesome, but I 

love the student energy at Carleton.” 

Luckily, Student Life wanted to add a posi-

tion to support the Career Center’s direc-

tor and she gladly accepted. 

“Working in the Career Center has given 

me the opportunity to grow in ways that I 

hadn’t before and I love to come in to 

work every day,” she shares. Some of her 

main tasks in addition to supporting the 

director include budgets, co-supervising 

the Student Career Assistants, and sup-

porting all staff in their everyday work. 

In her spare time, she gets to hang out 

with two “very cool teenagers”. Luke (19) 

just finished his first year of college and  

Emaily (17) will be a high school senior 

next year. Sarah and Joel are figuring what 

to do in their spare time as “the next is 

starting to be empty most days. My many 

years of watching football, wrestling, 

baseball and volleyball are coming to an 

end.” 

 

 

The Office of Health Promotion was very excited to receive news in May that Carleton's application for 

a suicide prevention grant was funded! Many thanks to all the Student Life offices and other campus part-

ners who helped put the successful application together. We look forward to working with everyone in 

the coming years to improve student mental well-being, decrease stigma associated with mental illness, 

and increase our capacity as a campus to help students who are struggling.  

The Academic Support Center (ASC) would like to congratulate the winners of the Carleton Travel 

Writing contest, which Renata Fitzpatrick co-organized with Mikaela Auerbach of OCS and the Global En-

gagement Initiative, and which was generously funded by the Dean of Students Office. Top prize went to 

Raelynne Benjamin-Bevis '18 for "The Mountain." Second prize: Pallav Kumar '18 for "A Mouthful of Apri-

cots." Third prize: Veronica Child '18 for "My Budapest Mom."  

TRIO/Student Support Services is excited to welcome four new TRIO Peer Leaders for the 2017-2018 

school year! We celebrated the end of the school year with our End-of-Term Picnic and Senior Open 

House, and we look forward to connecting with alums at our TRIO Alumni Reception in mid-June.  

The Career Center staff continues to help students with preparing for the upcoming summer months. 

Students who received internship funding attended an internship orientation to help them make the most 

of their experience. A separate event featured a panel of three Carleton students who successfully com-

pleted internships the previous summer; each student discussed their experience and offered valuable 

insight to help prepare first-time interns with transitioning from the classroom to a professional setting. 

Seniors who attended the Senior Showcase were informed about career services available to alums.  

The Gender and Sexuality Center (GSC) would like to thank all those who attended our annual Senior 

Celebration and give special recognition to Alumni Relations and Dean Livingston for their work in making 

this program a success. We have also spent time reflecting on Speak Up, our annual community event for 

survivors of power based personal violence, and the community that gathered for this event.  

May was very busy for Dacie Moses' House. We hosted our end of the year picnic and graduation 

brunches. Spring term brunches have stayed steady hosting 50-70 students, community members, families 

and alumni. Our guestroom was booked much of May and we also  found time to put in 3 raised beds for a 

kitchen garden. Our summer residents and handypersons are ready to get going with summer.  Visit us in 

the summer for homemade ice cream and great brunches with our own produce.  

Residential Life is winding down the closing of the buildings and now at the start of summer break hous-

ing.   Around 115 students are remaining on campus for the summer in Musser Hall, as these students are 

either working on campus or are participating in a nearby internship. This summer, we also look forward 

to welcoming our new Area Director, Steve Schauz to the Goodhue/Evans area. Thank you again for the 

assistance and feedback from all involved in our search process.  

Laura Clise ‘01 

Out After Carleton (OAC) is a campus organization that mobilizes Lesbian, Gay, Bi-
sexual, Transgender, Queer, Asexual and Allied (LGBTQA+) alumni, students, and 
friends of the College as a community to support Carleton's overall educational, 
admission, careers, and fundraising programs and objectives, especially as they 
relate to LGBTQA+ students, alumni, faculty, staff, and allied friends of the College.  
The organization sponsored their Alumni-in-Residence Program, May 17-19, where 
an alum is invited back to campus to share their expertise and facilitate interactive 
discussions for LGBTQA+ students.   
 
This year, OAC decided to feature an alum who works in the field of social justice.  
Laura Clise ‘01 is a passionate and entrepreneurial corporate sustainability execu-
tive with more than 15 years of diverse experience, instigating and championing 
cross-functional, multi-stakeholder strategies at the intersection of business and 
society.  She received a BA in International Relations from Carleton College. While 

at Carleton, she was a member of the varsity women’s soccer and tennis teams, sang a cappella with the Knightingales, worked as an RA, 
served as the Vice President of Mortarboard, and was part of the group of students involved in hiring Carleton’s first LGBT coordinator in 
1999. Since graduating, she has delivered the Common Reading alumni remarks, been a part of two reunion organizing committees, and 
served on the Out After Carleton Alumni Board and Carleton Alumni Career Board.  
 
Currently the founder of a fledgling social enterprise and Senior Advisor to the Impact Finance Center, Laura previously led sustainability and 
corporate responsibility at Weyerhaeuser. Prior to Weyerhaeuser, she led corporate sustainability at Plum Creek and served as the President 
of the Plum Creek Foundation.  
 
Laura serves on the Athlete Ally Board of Directors, 
the IslandWood Board of Directors, is a member of 
the Net Impact Corporate Advisory Council, and is 
Vice Chair of the Green Sports Alliance Diversity & 
Inclusion Committee. She was a 2013 Aspen Institute 
First Mover Fellow and the recipient of a Human 
Rights Campaign Exceptional Individual Achievement 
Award and a National Diversity Council LGBT Leader-
ship Award.  To view Laura’s extended bio, visit this 
link: https://apps.carleton.edu/alumni/oac/AIR/. 
 
Laura led a series of gatherings, talks, and student 
career meetings during her two day visit; students 
had the opportunity to listen to her share her per-
spectives, insights and ideas, in order to make con-
nections between academic learning and professional 
development.  Laura concluded her visit by serving as 
the keynote speaker at the Senior Celebration Ban-
quet where the Gender and Sexuality Center, Alumni 
Relations, and OAC recognized seniors who have been 
involved in gender and sexuality-based communities 
and organizing at Carleton.  Laura’s speech empha-
sized furthering equality and inclusion through direct 
communication and compassionately holding one 
another accountable, skills she learned as a Carleton 
student and through her professional roles.   
 

Honors  
Convo ‘17 

Every spring, faculty, staff, and students 
gather in the chapel to celebrate many of 
the achievements of Carleton students from 
the past academic year. Honors Convoca-
tion, as this event is known, recognizes 
students admitted into national honors soci-
eties as well as those receiving internation-
al, national, college, departmental, and 
program awards and honors. 
In addition to remarks from President Pos-
kanzer, College Chaplain Carolyn Fure-
Slocum, and Dean of Students Carolyn 
Livingston, each year features a different 
convocation speaker. This year, 2013 alum 
Tom Callister spoke of his academic and 
career trajectories in the fields of physics 
and astronomy, directly tying his success to 
receiving the Goldwater and Churchill 
Scholarships during his time at Carleton. 
He even shared tips for collaborating with a 
research team of over 1,000 people! 
Congratulations to those recognized at 
Honors Convocation and thank you to all 
who attended, all who nominated a stu-
dent, and all who blew bubbles from the 
balcony as part of this long-standing tradi-
tion! 

https://apps.carleton.edu/alumni/oac/AIR/
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