Reading Support Ideas for Consultants: Vocabulary
These basic tips might be useful to “unpack” with your student if they seem to be slowed down in their reading by unfamiliar vocabulary.  In particular, if you notice they use a “translator” dictionary often, you might spend some time focusing on using English-to-English approaches.
	Looking up every unfamiliar word takes too much time and is distracting. 

Use the CONTEXT to work out meaning.
	Note how easy it is to understand the meanings of divulge, consummate, and pivotal below, even if those words happened to be unfamiliar:
- Some sentences explain the meanings of the terms they use, e.g. “Promise that you will not divulge the secret because I do not want our plans 

revealed to anyone.” 

- Some sentences make helpful comparisons e.g. “She was a consummate pianist, far better than the top performers who were twice her age.”  

- Some sentences use contrasts helpfully, e.g. “Although she had auditioned for a minor role, she won the part of a pivotal character in the play.”  


	Become comfortable using an ENGLISH-ENGLISH DICTIONARY ENTRY rather than a translator.
	A single dictionary entry can be confusing since it may contain many items, e.g., the spelling and syllables: her bi cide, the pronunciation: \'(h) r-b -'sı-d\, part of speech: n, word history: [L herba + ISV = cide] (1899), definition/meaning: an agent used to destroy or inhibit plant growth and other forms of the same word: her·bi·cid·al \'(h) r-b -'sı--d l\ adj —her·bi·cid·al·ly \-d l-e- \ adv   (Merriam Webster Collegiate).                                                                                                                                                                                                 

	LEARNER DICTIONARIES
provide more! 

	An advanced learner dictionary such as  Longman, American Heritage, Collin’s Cobuild, and Oxford English will provide information that other dictionaries may not include, such as basic grammar structures, noun or verb types (e.g. countable noun, intransitive verb), examples of the word in a sentence, and more.


	Try the index or glossary of your

text, if there is one.
	By looking up the first use of a work in your text (via the index), you may get a clearer sense of how it is being used by the author than the dictionary alone would supply.    If your reading has a glossary or list of key terms, or footnotes, you may find them helpful for interpreting unfamiliar words.     

	Knowing about word ROOTS, PREFIXES, and SUFFIXES can help you guess the meanings of unfamiliar words
	The root is the main part of the word, prefixes can be added before the root, and suffixes come after, as word endings.  For example:

· "pre" (before) + "fix" (to make firm) = "prefix"
There are many places online where you can look up common word roots, prefixes and suffixes, including under “word formation” at www.writingcentre.uottawa.ca/hypergrammar  (source of above example)  or http://www.englishhints.com/word-roots.html


	Try a THESAURUS for SYNONYMS.
	A thesaurus does not define words the way a dictionary does, but groups them according to similarity in meaning.  If your writing contains repetition, you might find good alternative vocabulary words in a thesaurus.            


Here are some suggestions for when the student wants to actively improve or expand their vocabulary
When language learners come across a new word, there are two stages of acquisition. First comes the “passive” ability to recognize the word and understand its general or basic meaning, but it takes longer to fully understand and “actively” use the word. You can help with vocabulary in lots of ways:
-Encourage your student to write down new words from their readings and use them in new sentences.  You may find that the first use or two is not appropriate, and that can be a great “teachable moment.”
-Discuss connotations/different ways those words could be used. 

-If the new language is figurative, try discussing its literal and metaphorical meanings
-Writing new vocabulary down on paper or notecards (or typing in an electronic file) can help with retention. Writing down one word in its various forms expands vocabulary easily.

-For some, writing vocabulary words on flashcards creates a handy way to review periodically.

- If the student has any trouble with appropriate word form (e.g. they write or say things like “the professor advice me to”), the following way of recording new vocabulary can be helpful. 
- As the list grows, prefix and suffix patterns also become noticeable.  It can be useful to notice that words ending in “tion” are nouns, while those ending in “ify” are verbs, etc.  

	Verb
	Noun
	Adjective
	Adverb

	Advise
	Advice
	
	

	Advocate
	Advocate/advocacy
	
	

	Intensify
	
	Intense
	Intensely

	Intend
	Intention
	Intended
	


- You could offer to test your student on a few words each time you meet if they want that and if you feel comfortable with it – using the vocabulary for whatever they are studying at the moment, preferably.  Remember that it takes time and repetition to absorb new language, so circling back to something in week 4 that you discussed in week 2 is quite desirable.
- Help your student to be realistic – trying to learn too many words at once is not always productive.  Five complete words and 3-5 new word “parts” per week could be a good goal. By the same token, I wouldn’t recommend spending a whole one-hour session on vocabulary alone – it would probably get dull for both of you. 
- By word parts I mean things like learning that mal= bad, anthro= man and so on, if it seems that learning the Latin and Greek roots of words appeals to your student and could be useful. You could turn the learning of roots into a light-hearted activity where you think of a root and then try to think of as many related words as possible.   

-Remember lexical bundles?  Another way to help with vocabulary!  (Refresher available.) You could also look at a corpus site such as  http://www.wordandphrase.info/  to see words used in context and in various disciplines.
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