
 
In effect, this forced all public schools and universi-
ties to allow the recruiters – or risk losing all federal 
monies, including Pell grants and other types of 
scholarships for college students. 
 
Military recruiters are not simply allowed on cam-
puses, however, they are also permitted to seek cer-
tain information about students, including (but not 
limited to) their name, address, phone number, 

which degree(s) they are seeking, and 
previous institutions they have attended. 
 
November 29, 2004, changed all of this. 
The 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
ruled that linking a school’s federal 
funding to the presence of military re-
cruiters on campus is inherently uncon-
stitutional and violates these institutions’ 
right to free speech. 
 
Addressing law schools in particular, the 
majority opinion stated, “While no doubt 

military lawyers are critical to the efficient operation 
of the armed forces, mere incantation of the need for 
legal talent cannot override a clear First Amendment 
impairment.” 
 

Remember the military recruiters in your high 
school? Seen the occasional one at Carleton? Ever 
wonder why so many schools put up with them, 
even if the student body is in opposition? Here’s 
why: 
 
The United States has a clear policy 
that prevents GLBT Americans 
from serving openly in the armed 
forces.  While it has taken a variety 
of forms, including the current 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy, the 
overall result has remained consis-
tent. In reaction, many public 
schools and universities have toyed 
with the idea of banning military 
recruiters from their campuses, be-
cause they feel that it violates their 
anti-discrimination policies to allow 
recruiters in the schools. 
 
In response to these bans, Congress included the 
Solomon Amendment in an omnibus appropria-
tions bill passed in 1996.  This amendment denies 
all federal funding to institutions that ban military 
recruiters. 
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Mission  
Statement 

 
The GSC offers re-
sources and sup-
port on women’s, 
men’s, and Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender issues. 
 
We work with 
other campus or-
ganizations and of-
fices to strengthen 
and sustain an in-
clusive campus 
community that 
promotes gender 
equality and aware-
ness and welcomes 
people of all sexual 
orientations and 
gender identities by 
providing support, 
educational re-
sources and advo-
cacy.   
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Vagina Empowerment 
By Rachel Vallens 

“I bet you’re worried.  We were worried about 
vaginas.  We were worried about what we think 
about vaginas, and even more worried that we 
don’t think about them.”  So starts The Vagina 
Monologues, Eve Ensler’s ground-breaking show 
about women’s relationships with their vaginas. 
 
The Vagina Monologues are returning to Carleton 
this year on February 12th and 13th as part of the 
annual V-Day campaign, an international move-
ment to increase awareness about violence against 
women.  Carleton, along with colleges and groups 
all over the world, will hold benefit performances 
of The Vagina Monologues to raise money for 
women’s shelters and other anti-violence groups. 
 
The Vagina Monologues are a collection of inter-
views of women from all walks of life.  Writer and 
director Eve Ensler interviewed a diverse group of 
women, ranging from a sex worker to a Long Is-

land antiques dealer to a Bosnian refugee.  The Va-
gina Monologues brazenly explore questions often 
pondered but seldom asked, such as: “Do women 
like their vaginas?” “What can you tell about a 
woman by the way she moans when she is aroused?” 
 
The first V-Day was held February 14th, 1998 with 
the intention of promoting awareness of violence 
against women and girls all over the world.  From a 
modest beginning in 2000 that raised $80, Carleton’s 
V-Day has grown to become an important campus 
event that seeks to involve many members of the 
Carleton community.  Last year, Carleton and St. 
Olaf together raised nearly $10,000 to benefit the 
H.O.P.E. Center. 

Continued on page 3  

Continued on page 6 

Taking a Bite out of the Solomon 
Amendment 
By C.J. Griffiths 
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poets today, she clearly has something important to say.  Her self-
aware poetry addresses issues of both racism and sexism, some-
times subtly and sometimes directly.  With "Ego Tripping (there 
may be a reason why)," she gives reasons for being proud of being 
a black woman: "I was born in the congo / I walked to the fertile 
crescent and built the sphinx / ....I am bad."  In "I'm Not Lonely," 

she invokes the freedom of being a woman without a part-
ner: "I have a great / big bed / to roll around / in and lots 
of space."  Clearly a flexible, capable poet, Giovanni ref-
erences both contemporary and ancient symbols. She is 
not afraid to address sexuality, poverty, or oppression in 
many forms. 
  
In crafting these works, Giovanni often references her 
own experiences.  She was born in Knoxville, Tennessee; 
grew up primarily in Cincinnatti, Ohio and graduated with 
honors from Fisk University.  From the intersections of 
the south and the midwest, Giovanni found inspiration and 

wrote it in a dozen collections of her work. 
  
Nikki Giovanni's impressive abilities have not gone overlooked.  
She is the recipient of 21 honorary doctorates, three magazines'  

Go, Convo! 
 
I remember when I first heard about convocation while visiting 
Carleton as a prospective student.  Wow, I thought, 
what a great opportunity to learn about stimulating 
topics and hear fascinating people speak! 
  
Right. 
  
Although I entered Carleton with the good intentions 
of attending convo most Fridays, as a senior, I can 
probably count the times I actually made it there on, 
oh, about nine fingers.  As I quickly realized freshman 
year, an unscheduled hour at Carleton is inordinately 
valuable.  Only when the convo speaker truly excites 
me do I make it out to the chapel instead of catching up on read-
ing or sleep. 
  
January 28th, I will be at convo.  Yolande Cornelia "Nikki" Gio-
vanni is speaking.  As one of the most widely read American 

Nikki Giovanni: A Convocation not to be Missed 
By Karen Gibbins 

Continued on page 7 

In the summer of 1992, as Reunion was in full swing, eighteen 
alums got together and formed the first LGBT alumni program at 
Carleton. Designated Out After Carleton (OAC), it was designed 
to link alumni of years past – whether they had been out at Carle-
ton or not. Since then, the program has focused primarily on the 
use of e-mail and word-of-mouth as communication tools be-
tween members. 
 
This spring and summer, with the initiative of OAC Co-Chairs 
Mark Lofstrom ’76 and Karen Peterson ’76, the OAC Leadership 
Committee was formed. Made up of ten additional members 
ranging from the graduating classes of 1969 to 2006, the group 
was given the task of assembling OAC into a stronger, more ac-
tive organization, as well as developing a set of priorities for the 
future. 
 
One of several exciting developments announced at the first an-
nual committee meeting, was the development of the “Endowed 
Fund for Academic Programs in LGBT Studies,” or the APLS 
Fund. Established by Dr. Thomas Polgreen '76 (who graduated 
with a major in Physics), and his partner Melvin Rushton, it will 
be administered, at least initially, through the Women's and Gen-
der Studies Program. The dollars produced by the fund will be 
used for things such as: bringing fellows to campus for a term, 
offering student courses, leading seminar workshops for faculty, 
allowing current faculty to devote time to researching LGBT 
issues and developments in the highly interdisciplinary LGBT 
Studies discipline, and bringing distinguished lecturers to cam-
pus for programs shorter than a term. 
 
With this in mind, the team assembled as the OAC Leadership 
Committee began their work. Over the course of a single week-

end in November, they gathered on campus, hashing out plans and 
creating goals to be implemented over the next few months. 
 
“Sheer numbers are the key to effectiveness, influence and clout,” 
said R. Jovita Baber ’90, who is spearheading the 10% Campaign 
in early spring, as well as general outreach programs for OAC. 
Once initiated, the 10% Campaign will substantially increase the 
official participation levels of OAC, as well as cross-reference a 
number of different sources to ensure the accuracy of all old par-
ticipation information. 
 
During winter term, committee members Laura Clise ‘01, Mike 
Estrera ‘01, and C.J. Griffiths ‘06 will develop a student climate 
survey for current lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, question-
ing, and allied students on campus. The goal is to evaluate what 
needs these students currently have and how best the OAC alumni 
network could benefit them. 
 
Along these lines, brainstorming over the weekend meetings pro-
duced a number of new volunteer opportunities to be implemented 
as soon as possible. One of these is the committee’s hope to have a 
long list of LGBTQA alums for current students to contact with 
their questions about LGBT-friendly opportunities post graduation. 
There are often concerns among students as to where they can find 
employment, live, and find successful relationship opportunities 
around the United States and abroad. This new OAC program will 
enable students to plan ahead and generate a better idea of where 
they want to go after Carleton. 
 
This plan, among others, will be integrated within the new sign-up 
process for OAC. The new website (http://
webapps.acs.carleton.edu/alumni/oac), which is already substan-
tially renovated, has an online sign-up form, saving time for the 
alums, as well as the Alumni Office. 

Out After Carleton 
By C.J. Griffiths 

C.J. Griffiths ‘06 is a Center Associate 



The overall effect of the ruling remains ambiguous. Because the lawsuit was filed by a number of law schools, it may 
only be those particular institutions that are now exempt from allowing recruiters. However, the judges also indicated 
that their ruling might apply to any institution which includes GLBT individuals in its non-discrimination policies. 
 
Regardless, the decision remains significant for GLBT Americans. If the ruling is upheld, the United States military 
risks losing much of its recruitment power – unless it makes significant policy changes and halts discrimination to-
wards openly gay service members. 
 
The two-judge majority based part of their opinion on an earlier case, which upheld the right of the Boy Scouts of 
America to prohibit gay scouts or troop leaders. The law schools which filed the suit were clearly pleased at the prece-
dent being set. "The court understood that if bigots have a First Amendment right to exclude gays, then enlightened 
institutions have a right to exclude bigots," said E. Joshua Rosenkranz, a lawyer for The Forum 
for Academic and Institutional Rights, the lead plaintiff in the suit. 

AIDS and HIV Awareness (AHA!) 
AHA! will be continuing regular condom distribution .  Meetings 
are not regular but are generally two or three times per term.  Sign 
up for the AHA! mailing list if you'd like to hear more about 
it.  You can sign up by emailing Alla (goldbura), Allison (spiesa), 
or Theo (stroomet). 
 
Breaking Ground  
Breaking Ground is now accepting submissions for our 2005 vol-
ume!  We are looking for essays, stories, poems, and visual art on 
the topics of gender, sex, sexuality, race, and class.  We welcome 
anonymous submissions.  If you're interested in being on the edito-
rial board, e-mail Rachel (vallensr) to get on our e-mail list.  Our 
first editorial meeting will be early this term. 
 
Campus Advocates Against Sexual Harassment and Assault 
(CAASHA)  
Advocates are an autonomous group 
whose purpose is to provide support to 
survivors and perpetrators (women and 
men) of sexual harassment and assault.  
All advocates have received training in 
counseling skills, issues of sexual har-
assment, sexual assault, and Carleton 
policy.  We are available 24 hours a day.  We offer non-judgmental 
listening, support, information on resources, and a survivor-
centered approach.  Contact David (sterlida) for more info. 
 
Carleton In and Out (CIAO) 
CIAO is a welcoming, queer-centered group open to Carleton’s 
LGBTA and questioning community.  We meet every other week 
to hang out, eat, and discuss all kinds of queer-themed topics.  
CIAO works to make meetings open, safe, confidential, and wel-
coming to all.  For more information about meetings, contact Dus-
tin (yagerd) or Max (noorm). 
 
Women’s Awareness (WA) House  
WA House is starting up the term with our usual activities--movie 
nights on Mondays of even weeks, and tea time Friday afternoons 
from  3:30 to 4:30-- plus plans for new and exciting things.  If you 
have questions about future WA House activities, or want to join 
our mailing list, contact Lauren (bendittl). 
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Student Organizations Update 
 
Collective for Women’s Issues (CWI)  
CWI is both a social activism and personal support group for peo-
ple interested in women’s issues.  Meetings are at 9 p.m. in the 
GSC every Thursday.  Recently, we’ve created “F-Word” buttons 
to distribute on campus.  Get ready for the Vagina Monologues 
this February!  Email Karen (gibbinsk), Emily (schultze), or Katie 
(oconneka) with questions. 
 
Men of Color at Carleton (MOCC) 
Men of Color is trying to re-establish itself on campus and we are 
meeting once or twice a month just to get together with one an-
other and have fun.  All issues are concerning men, any issue, and 
we try to deal with them in a real manner, so come one and come 
all.  Email Harrison (greeneh) or Love (ananilo) for more infor-
mation. 
 
Sexuality and Gender Activism (SaGA) 
Sexuality and Gender Activism (SaGA) seeks to promote aware-
ness and motivate activism about issues concerning sexuality and 
gender.  Come find out how to get involved in planning this year’s 

Drag Ball, and take part in generating lots of 
interesting and exciting discussions and ideas 
about gender and sexuality.  Join us Wednes-
days at 8:30 in the GSC!  Email Courtney 
(speignec) or Leah (entenmal) for more info. 
 
Queers and Allies (Q&A) House  

Queers & Allies is a place for LGBT students and their straight 
allies.  It is a fun, safe and welcoming environment for all Carle-
ton students.  We'll be showing movies every other Tuesday night 
at 8 PM throughout winter term.  Watch for announcements!  If 
you have any questions, email Matt (nasseffm) or call x4565. 
 
Coalition of Women of Color (COWOC)  
COWOC creates an environment for women on the Carleton cam-
pus that is supportive, fun, and serves as a resource.  COWOC 
extends opportunities to further educate women about multicul-
tural and women’s issues.  Contact Lykoung (wongl) for more 
info. 
 
Black Queer Alliance (BQA) 
BQA will be active again in the month of January! Look for post-
ings in upcoming GSC Newsletters, the Spectrum and the NNB 
about trips to the cities, movie and discussion nights, and other, 
campus-wide events sponsored by the members of BQA. Meet-
ings will be on Mondays at 9pm, location TBA.  Contact Elliot 
(jamese) for more info. 

C.J. Griffiths ’06 is a Center Associate 

Solomon Amendment continued from page 1 



FMF Announces Dates for Collegiate Conference on Global Issues 
The Feminist Majority Foundation today announced the dates of the upcoming National Collegiate Global Women’s and Human Rights 
Conference, to be held April 3-5, 2005 in Washington D.C.  The conference, expected to attract hundreds of college students, will con-

nect the dots between the need to build a national constituency, to increase international family planning and 
health funding aid, to reverse the Global Gag Rule on abortion, to ratify international treaties for human rights 
and the environment, to combat sweatshops, and to promote non-violence and peace.  Workshops and panels 
will include student leaders, and leaders in the women’s rights, anti-slavery, anti-globalization, human rights, 
peace, and environmental movements.   (Feminist.org) 
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In The News 

Antiabortion lawmakers to seek new legislation this year 
Antiabortion lawmakers and activists are likely to push for a vote on several pieces of legislation in the 109th Congress, the Washing-
ton Times reports. An increase in the number of Republican seats in the Senate -- the Senate having been the "biggest blockade" of anti-
abortion bills -- might translate to the passage of legislation backed by antiabortion groups. One legislative priority of antiabortion 
groups is the Child Custody Protection Act, which would make it a federal crime to "circumvent" a state's parental notification or con-
sent law by transporting a pregnant minor to another state without such a law. Another priority is to pass the Unborn Child Pain Aware-
ness Act, a bill that would require doctors to tell women seeking abortions at 20 weeks gestation or later about the capacity of the fetus 
to "feel pain" and offer the option of painkillers for the fetus before performing an abortion, according to the Times. Some Republican 
lawmakers also are "primed" to reintroduce legislation that would suspend for six months the dispensation of mifepristone -- a drug that 
when taken with misoprostol can cause a medical abortion, while launching an investigation into the process by which the drug was 
approved by the FDA, the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette reports. A fourth piece of legislation that conservative groups "intend to advocate 
strongly for" is a ban that would prohibit human cloning for reproductive or research purposes. Although there are "no guarantees" that 
such measures will pass in the 109th Congress, some abortion-rights advocates believe that abortion rights are in "jeopardy," the Post-
Gazette reports. (Kaisernetwork.org) 

In the News continued on page  5 

Los Angeles Times Examines 'Promising' Possibilities for Male 
Hormonal Contraceptive 
The Los Angeles Times on Monday examined the "promising 
studies and changes in social norms" that might lead to a hormo-
nal contraceptive for men in the near future. Finding a pill, cream 
or injection that could be used as a male contraceptive and is as 
"safe, effective and convenient" as women's oral contraceptives 
has been a "daunting" task, in part because men produce 1,000 
sperm "every time their heart beats," while women typically re-
lease only one egg per month, William Bremner, director of the 
Center for Research in Reproduction and Contraception at the 
University of Washington-Seattle, said. However, scientific ad-
vances in the form of hormonal methods that can temporarily halt 
sperm production without negatively interfering with other bodily 
functions, and more societal acceptance of male contraceptives are 
bringing the idea closer to "reality," according to the Times. 
(Kaisernetwork.org) 

California gay marriage bill meets proposed marriage ban  
As a state lawmaker seeks to legalize same-sex marriage, a 
church-led group has announced efforts to insert the existing 
definition of marriage into the California constitution and to strip 
same-sex couples of domestic-partner benefits. The Orange 
County-based Traditional Values Coalition, representing 8,300 
churches, said Monday it was mounting the campaign on behalf 
of "pro-family, pro-marriage conservatives" to save marriage 
from a tide of laws expanding the rights of gay couples in recent 
years. "The fact that we're here today to discuss this issue is 
proof that there's been a gradual and concerted effort on the part 
of the homosexual community to advance its agenda on society," 
said Benjamin Lopez, a lobbyist for the coalition. 
The announcement came as Assemblyman Mark Leno filed a bill 
that would allow gays to marry. At the urging of the coalition, 
Sen. Bill Morrow and Assemblyman Ray Haynes introduced 
constitutional amendments that would elevate 
the definition of marriage as a union between a 
man and a woman from statute to the constitu-
tion. Adding the language to the constitution 
would prevent lawmakers from changing it 
without approval from voters.  (Advocate.com) 

Iowa school district bans reading of gay book  
The Misfits, a book with a gay character, can remain in Pleasant 
Valley, Iowa, elementary schools, but teachers may not read it 
aloud in class. That was the result of a 4-3 vote by the Pleasant 
Valley school board. "I'm really disappointed with the outcome," 
said teacher Linda Goetz, who read the book to her sixth-grade 

students at Bridgeview Elementary 
in LeClaire for two years in an 
effort to curb name-calling. "I 
don't think any board should take 
away the right of a teacher to read 
a book to stu-
dents."  (Advocate.com) 

Israel provides legal recognition to same-sex couples 
Israel's attorney general has granted legal recognition to same-
sex couples in financial and other business matters, his office 
said Wednesday, prompting an outcry from some ultra-Orthodox 
Jews, who consider the decision sacrilegious. Atty. Gen. Meni 
Mazuz said the couples will be treated the same as common-law 
spouses, and will be recognized as legal units for tax, real estate, 
and financial purposes. (Advocate.com) 
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In the News cont. 

Canadian supreme court rules in favor of gay marriage 
In a landmark opinion, Canada’s supreme court said Thursday that 
the government can redefine marriage to include same-sex couples.  
However, the court added that religious officials cannot be forced to 
perform unions that conflict with their beliefs, and the legislation to 
allow same-sex marriage must still be passed by the House of Com-
mons.  Canada would join Belgium and the Netherlands in allowing 
gays to marry if the government rules that it is legal nationwide.  
The court’s decision brings to the final stages a long, bitter fight 
over whether gays and lesbians should 
be allowed to marry in Canada.  Public 
opinion is evenly divided on the matter, 
and advocates for both sides are prepar-
ing for the final phase of the battle.  
Judges in six provinces and one terri-
tory have already overturned the tradi-
tional definition, allowing thousands of 
gays and lesbians to wed.  “This is a 
victory for Canadian values,” said 
Alexander Munter of Canadians for 
Equal Marriage.   
(Advocate.com) 

Mentally Ill Girl Who Was Sold for Sex Faces Death Penalty 
in Iran 
A teenage girl with the mental age of eight is facing the death 
penalty for commercial sex work in Iran.  The trial comes only 
four months after the hanging of another mentally ill girl for hav-
ing sex before marriage, in a case that has prompted a human 
rights lawyer to prepare a charge of wrongful execution against 
the presiding judge.  The girl currently 
being tried, known as Leyla M, is in 
prison while the Supreme Court decides 
on her “acts contrary to chastity,” which 
are among the most serious charges under 
Iranian law.  Under the penal code, girls as 
young as nine and boys as young as 15 can 
be executed. (IPPF.org) 

The Vagina Monologues 
are Coming! 

Auditions will be held Saturday 1/15 
and Sunday 1/16 from 12 to 4 in the 

GSC.  Stop in to sign up. 
If you are interested in becoming  
involved in this year’s production 

or have any questions, email 
greenour or vallensr.   

No experience necessary. 

France moves to ban antigay hate speech 
France took a step closer to banning homophobic and sexist 
speech early Wednesday when a draft bill that critics say could 
infringe on free speech cleared an important parliamentary hurdle. 
The national assembly approved the draft law in an overnight 
vote, paving the way for a final reading by the senate, France's 
upper house of parliament, later this month. If the bill is passed, 
anyone found guilty of making hateful or defamatory remarks 
against a person on the basis of sexual orientation or gender would 
risk up to a year in jail and a 45,000-Euro (approximately 
US$60,000) fine.  
(Advocate.com) 

California Attorney General To File Suit Challenging 
Abortion-Related Provision in New Federal Spending Law 
California Attorney General Bill Lockyer (D) on Wednesday 
announced plans to file a suit challenging an abortion-related 
provision in the new federal spending law (HR 4818) that 
President Bush signed Wednesday, the San Francisco Chroni-
cle reports. Congress last month approved the $388 billion 
spending measure including a provision that blocks federal 
funding for local, state or federal government agencies that 
take action against health care providers and insurers who do 
not provide for or cover abortion services. The provision also 
prohibits federal, state or local agencies from requiring doc-
tors, hospitals, health plans and other health care entities to 
provide abortion services or referrals to a different provider. 
The provision extends to health care providers nationwide the 
same "conscience protection" as is currently given to medical 
students who do not want to undergo abortion training. Rep. 
David Weldon (R-Fla.) who sponsored the abortion-related 
provision, said it is intended to allow health care providers 
who oppose abortion to refrain from assisting in the procedure. 
However, Lockyer alleges that the measure is a "backdoor 
attempt to overturn Roe v. Wade" and an "unacceptable attack 
on women's rights," Reuters reports. Lockyer said the provi-
sion could "effectively shield" religious-affiliated hospitals and 
clinics, as well as managed care companies and individual 
physicians, from providing abortion services in compliance 
with state law, the Sacramento Bee.   
(Kaisernetwork.org) 

Free HIV Drugs Distribution to be Undertaken by  
Ethiopian Government 
Ethiopia is to begin free distribution of anti-retroviral (ARVs) 
drugs next month for people living with HIV, US officials sup-
porting the programme have announced.  The move is part of a 
US $43 million scheme from the US government of antiretroviral 
drugs for up to 15, 000 people this year.  According to govern-
ment plans, the number of people receiving the drugs will be 
expanded to 210,000 people within the next five years, which 
would involve screening 20 million people for the virus.  
(IPPF.org) 
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The best thing for me about attending the Rainbow Retreat is hav-
ing the opportunity to meet people in the community that you 
would not have met otherwise in out-
side activities at Carleton. During the 
year, especially during winter term, 
everyone is so busy, and when it's time 
to relax, people retreat into their appro-
priate niche. Since the Rainbow Retreat 
is away from campus and located in a 
relaxing environment, people can be 
social and open to learning new things 
about themselves and others. However, 
I've noticed that discovering certain 
things about oneself can be personally challenging. But I've also 
found it to be a particularly rewarding learning experience. The 
bubble set up by the retreat gives ample time to reflect, grow and 
see the same changes in your peers that you see in yourself because 
there is almost always enough time to share your experiences with 

others. All in all, the Rainbow Retreat is a time to expand your 
learning about issues pertaining to sexual and gender identity 
away from campus, with Carleton students that are either experi-
encing similar challenges or can learn from yours.  
 

There's also a hot tub. 
 
 
As an ally I often second guess the validity of my 
participation in the queer community at Carleton. 
The 2004 LGBTA retreat reaffirmed for me that 
my presence and the work I do is appreciated and 
necessary. 

It’s a great feeling to be in a place where you are no longer a 
minority. Your concerns are everybody’s concerns. Over the past 
two retreats, I’ve bonded with people who I would have never 
met otherwise. 

Elliot James ’05 is a Center Associate 

As the time for the retreat nears and excitement for the weekend 
away mounts, allies often wonder what place they can or should 
take in the retreat.  2004 marks the fourth annual retreat and its first 
manifestation as the “Rainbow Retreat,” an inclusive event for 
members of the LBGT community and its allies to get together, 
talk about being out at Carleton and build community.  There are 
many ways to be an ally and people choose to be involved at vari-
ous levels.  This is in no way meant to tell allies what choices to 
make about the retreat, but it is a personal reflections on the 
choices I’ve made in the past and the choice I will make this year. 
 
When I make decisions about my involvement in LGBT issues, I 
try to closely examine my motivation.  My concern as an ally is to 
make sure that my voice and actions are augmenting the voices of 
the queer community and not drowning their expression.  For this 
reason, I have chosen not to attend the past three LGBT retreats.  
This has been a conscious decision, though never out of a feeling 
that I would not be welcome.  Rather, it has been out of a desire to 
maintain the retreat as a space of queer majority, and to help create 

A Note from an Ally 
By Katie O’Connell 

a community where LGBT students feel they are surrounded by 
others who can personally understand their experiences. 
 
This year?  I’m not sure yet if I’ll attend the retreat.  I’ve been 
seriously considering it, with the motivation of supporting the 
LBGT community.  While I know the retreat is a space for every-
one to seek support for their personal experience, I believe that if 
I attended this year it would be to lend my voice and my pres-
ence in support of others, rather than to make the focus on my 
experience. 
 
My decision is neither the only way nor the only good way to 
make choices about ally participation.  Members of the queer 
community have often expressed the significance of ally support 
in all endeavors to me.  Still, the question of the need for a 
“queer-only” space is a complicated one, and will continue to be 
an important discussion.  With respectful and thoughtful discus-
sions on this topic, we will be able to build a community where 
all voices are heard and all people are supported.  As with many 
of the complex issues in the LGBT community, don’t be afraid to 
ask questions! 

 

The Rainbow Retreat is just around the corner.  If you’re still debating 
whether or not to go, here are a few comments from past participants, 

and others in the community. 

Katie O’Connell ‘05 is a Center Associate 

Why Go to the Rainbow Retreat? 

This year, Carleton is adding an emphasis on activism to our V-Day program.  “The Vagina Monologues are about getting the word out 
and educating people about all these issues that affect women,” says junior Alisa Sanchez, a V-Day veteran.  V-Day activism will focus 
on violence against women locally as well as the women of Iraq and Afghanistan.  “With everything going on in the world,” says San-
chez, “it only makes sense to have a focus on activism this year.” 
 
For more information on V-Day and The Vagina Monologues, see the V-Day website at http://www.vday.org.  
If you are interested in being a part of this year’s V-Day, e-mail vallensr or greenour. 

 

Vagina Empowerment continued from page 1 

Rachel Vallens ’06  is a Center Associate 

Leah Entenmann ’06 is a Center Associate 

C.J. Griffiths ’06 is a Center Associate 



We did some winter cleaning in 
the GSC over break.  The li-
brary is now inventoried and 
organized, and most exciting, 
we have a batch of new books!   
 
I’m particularly excited about 
Queer 13: Lesbian and gay 
writers recall seventh grade.  
It’s full of that middle school 
angst so many of us remember, with an additional angsty layer 
of being queer.   
 
There are also two new bi-related books: Blessed Bi Spirit, and 
Bisexuality and Transgenderism.  Blessed Bi Spirit explores the 
intersection between various faiths and bisexuality, including 
issues such as achieving wholeness, balance, integration, sa-
cred sexuality, crossing boundaries, and on living fully in one's 
calling.  Bisexuality and Transgenderism: InterSEXions of the 
others explores what it means to be both bisexual and transgen-
dered.  Two other additions to our transgender section are Fein-
burg’s TransLiberation: Beyond pink or blue, and Califa’s Sex 
Changes: Transgender politics.  
 
Other highlights include new fiction, a classic work of feminist 
psychology, a collection of queer Asian Americans’ autobiog-
raphies, a new gay and lesbian parenting book, bell hooks’ new 
work on masculinity and love, and a collection of essays about 
trauma and queer women. 

 
Where did we find such cool books?  We took a field trip to 
Amazon Bookstore Cooperative, the oldest feminist bookstore 

in the country.  The next 
time you’re in Minnea-
polis, stop by.  Stop by 
the GSC any time to 
check out our new 
books!  If you have any 
questions about these 
books, ask Carolyn, 
Leah, or Katie. 
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Breaking Ground is now  
accepting submissions for 

our 2005 volume!   
 
 

We are looking for essays, stories, poems, 
and visual art on the topics of gender, sex, 

sexuality, race, and class.  We welcome 
anonymous submissions.   

 
 

Carolyn Speidel ‘05 is a Center Associate 

New in the Library 
By Carolyn Speidel 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Over winter break GSC staff members were 
hard at work in the office.  Among other things, 

we took inventory of the library.  The good 
news: the library is fully organized and we have 
a new library catalogue.  The bad news: we are 

missing far too many books.  Since we don’t 
have the budget to replace them, please, please, 
please look for any GSC books that are overdue, 
or that you forgot to check out.  And in the fu-
ture, please check out any books you remove 

from Scoville!  It’s as easy as filling out the slip in 
the book  

Giovanni continued from page 2 

Karen Gibbins ’05 is a Center Associate 

"Woman of the Year Awards," Governors' Awards in the Arts, 
and others.  Three of her most recent volumes of poetry won the 
NAACP Image Award.  Additionally, Nikki Giovanni is  
currently a University Distinguished Professor of English at 
Virginia Tech, where she has been on faculty since 1987.  As an 
experienced professor, she ought to be more than capable of 
giving an interesting convocation.  On January 28, at 10:50 
a.m., come to Skinner Memorial Chapel to hear Nikki Giovanni 
talk on "The Poetics of the Black Experience." 



GSC Staff 
Kaaren Williamsen, GSC Director 

Kristen Askeland, Multicultural Affairs 
Secretary 

Ariela Canizal, GSC Advisor 
Center Associates 

Lauren Benditt, Leah Entenmann, 
Karen Gibbins, C.J. Griffiths, Elliot 
James,  Erika Lewis, Emily Meisler, 

Roxanne Moreno, Katie O’Connell, 
Alisa Sanchez, Emily Schultz, Carolyn 

Speidel, Rachel Vallens 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION AND 
EDITORIAL POLICY 

The Gender and Sexuality Center 
publishes this newsletter monthly for 
the campus community and friends. 
Information in the newsletter is based 
on the best available information at 
the time of publication.  All editorial 
and other items in the newsletter are 
provided for informational purposes 
only, and do not necessarily represent 
the views of the Gender and Sexuality 
Center or its employees, nor do they 
represent the views of the students, 
staff, faculty, or administration of 
Carleton College. 
 
Please submit articles, calendar en-
tries, letters and news  to the Gender 
and Sexuality Center or via e-mail to: 
bendittl@carleton.edu. We reserve 
the right to edit for clarity and space. 

 
Newsletter Team: Lauren Benditt, 
Karen Gibbins, C.J. Griffiths, Katie 

O’Connell, Rachel Vallens 

Gender and Sexuality 
Center 

Carleton College 
One North College Street 

Northfield, MN 55057 

Reserve your spot now… 
You don’t want to miss out! 

The one… 
The only... 

January 22-23 
Get away for the weekend and connect with 

other LGBTQA folk.  
For more information, or if you have 

questions, contact the GSC, x5222. 
To reserve your spot call x7180 or stop by the GSC. 


