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	Abstract (Document Summary)

	[Mary Maguire Lerman] and other environmentalists have hacked away at buckthorn in some of the parklands, woodlands and wetlands it has infested. They have secured grants to research different control methods and worked to get it placed on the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources' restricted noxious weed list, which makes it illegal to sell or transport buckthorn in the state. But their most challenging task might be enlisting you in the buckthorn battle.

The removal program in the St. Anthony Park neighborhood, now in its second year, served as a model that several other Minneapolis neighborhoods followed this fall. The neighborhood-based"Buckthorn Bust," designed in part by Lerman, is an extensive effort. Trained volunteers canvass the neighborhood to spot buckthorn in private yards. Homeowners who have buckthorn are given fliers that locate the buckthorn on their property and outline the voluntary removal program. City crews later pick up the buckthorn that homeowners have cut and stacked by the curb.

Organizing a neighborhood removal takes considerable effort. But Paula Denman, coordinator of the buckthorn removal in Minneapolis' Prospect Park, considers it a responsibility of the neighborhood, which is next to the Mississippi River -- where buckthorn is a "massive problem. It (buckthorn) is now a communitywide problem, so it has to be a communitywide solution," she said.
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	Full Text (959   words)

	Copyright Journal - Gazette Jan 27, 2002
This is how Mary Maguire Lerman describes it.

"Remember when Sleeping Beauty falls asleep and a big thicket grows up over the whole castle, and when the prince comes, he has to hack through the thicket? Well, that's buckthorn."

Lerman should know. As coordinator of horticulture programs for the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, she is one of the local "princes" who has spent more than a decade waging war on buckthorn a once-popular shrub that is now recognized as an invasive weed.

Lerman and other environmentalists have hacked away at buckthorn in some of the parklands, woodlands and wetlands it has infested. They have secured grants to research different control methods and worked to get it placed on the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources' restricted noxious weed list, which makes it illegal to sell or transport buckthorn in the state. But their most challenging task might be enlisting you in the buckthorn battle.

Common or European buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica) was introduced to the eastern United States from Europe as early as the 1700s and has been moving west ever since. In Minnesota, it was a popular hedge material and was planted widely.

Common buckthorn hasn't been sold since the 1930s, because it was thought to carry a disease that damaged oats. But cultivars of its relative, glossy or columnar buckthorn (Frangula alnus), were later developed and were sold in the state until last year.

Today, buckthorn is still one of the most common hedges in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area. In fact, it's possible that the still- greenshrub in your back yard or the hedge along your neighbor's driveway is buckthorn.

In its place -- a manicured yard -- buckthorn is a decent, though not necessarily desirable, shrub or hedge. It grows quickly and densely, forming a thick, almost impenetrable hedge. It is disease- and pest-resistant, thrives in sun, tolerates shade and doesn't mind poor soils. And its leaves stay green much longer than other deciduous shrubs sometimes until late December.

The problem is buckthorndoesn't stay in its place. It produces vast amounts of fertile berries, which are eaten by -- and act as laxtives on -- birds, which spread the seed widely in their droppings. After it gets a foothold in a wild area, the non-native plant -- which has no natural controls -- grows so thickly that it crowds and shades out native flowers, shrubs and trees and degrades wildlife habitat.

"If there were a single buckthorn here and there, it wouldn't be a big deal," said John Moriarty, a natural resources specialist with RamseyCounty Parks and Recreation. "But there isn't a single buckthorn here and there. It doesn't come in ones."

Even in a yard, horticulturist Nancy Rose said, preventing the spread of the "dangerous" shrub takes vigilance.

"It comes up in the vegetable gardens, in annual beds. It will root in mulch and come up at the base of other shrubs," she said. "It's just a pernicious seeder."

The large buckthorn hedge that William and Donna Teeter inherited when they bought their St. Paulhome required plenty of maintenance -- at least one and sometimes two heavy prunings a year. But the couple didn't realize they had a problem plant until they surveyed the wild area behind their house.

"I'm afraid we had a yard full of buckthorn," Donna said.

Last month, with help from a buckthorn removal program sponsored by their neighborhood, the Teeters cut down the 160-foot-long hedge.

"We knew it was a noxious weed," Bill said, "so it had to be done. It wasn't going to get any better."

The removal program in the St. Anthony Park neighborhood, now in its second year, served as a model that several other Minneapolis neighborhoods followed this fall. The neighborhood-based"Buckthorn Bust," designed in part by Lerman, is an extensive effort. Trained volunteers canvass the neighborhood to spot buckthorn in private yards. Homeowners who have buckthorn are given fliers that locate the buckthorn on their property and outline the voluntary removal program. City crews later pick up the buckthorn that homeowners have cut and stacked by the curb.

Organizing a neighborhood removal takes considerable effort. But Paula Denman, coordinator of the buckthorn removal in Minneapolis' Prospect Park, considers it a responsibility of the neighborhood, which is next to the Mississippi River -- where buckthorn is a "massive problem. It (buckthorn) is now a communitywide problem, so it has to be a communitywide solution," she said.

Hundreds of households in Minneapolis and St. Paul participated in the neighborhood removals. Still, the amount of buckthorn removed is minuscule compared with the scope of the problem. According to Chuck Dale, supervisor of the seed and noxious weed unit with the Minnesota Department of Agriculture, buckthorn is present in every county in Minnesota.

From a scientific point of view, you have to look at these plants as a form of pollution," he said.

But to Lerman, removing buckthorn from private property is essential to controlling it on public property.

"What's the use in us trying to clear and save the parklands if it's coming in from the neighborhoods?" she asked.

Unfortunately, chopping down buckthorn is just the beginning. If the stumps are not removed, they must be treated with an herbicide to prevent them from resprouting. And the subsequent seedlings have to be removed or treated, perhaps for years to come.

"You have to keep at it," Moriarty said. "I look at my buckthorn control like I do my dandelion control. I go out every year and dig dandelions."

[Illustration]
Caption: Scripps Howard News Service photos: Mary Maguire Lerman, coordinator of horticulture programs for the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, supervises many city projects to remove buckthorn, an invasive weed. Photo 2: Once a popular hedge,buckthorn is now considered a prolific pest.
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