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Debating for Democracy Workshop Brings Together 
Local Students

This election season, one thing seems clearer 
than ever: it’s hard to get a room of people 
to agree on anything related to politics. But 

on Saturday, September 22, 65 student activists 
from Northfield, Faribault, and the Twin Cities 
came together around a topic that everyone could 
support: political advocacy skills. 
     The Debating for Democracy (D4D) on the 
Road workshop, held in Carleton’s Great Hall, led 
participants through a full day of activities and 
reflection designed to provide new and veteran 
activists with the tools they need to get their 
message out. The D4D on the Road workshop is an 
initiative of Project Pericles, a national organization 
that promotes participatory citizenship on the 
campuses of 29 colleges and universities around 
the country. Carleton is the first college to host 
the workshop this year, kicking off a four-month 

tour. Christopher Kush and Kevin Schultze of 
Soapbox Consulting led the D4D workshop, and 
participants included students from Carleton, St. 
Olaf, Macalester, and the high schools in Northfield 
and Faribault. CCCE student staff and volunteer 
leaders were especially well-represented among 
the workshop participants. 
     Why did dozens of students choose to spend 
their Saturday on skills that seem far removed 
from their academic lives? Explaining that Carleton 
offers opportunities to get involved in a variety 
of issues, D4D participant Cam Shorb (‘16) said, “I 
came here so I would have the skills to do that—to 
not just be active, but to be active and effective.” 
Throughout the day, participants practiced 
general skills like analyzing policy issues and using 
media outlets to broadcast their message to a 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

" "
I really do believe that 
individuals, working together 
with other people, can change 
the society for the better.

PATRICK BURKE ‘14
CCCE  Student Coordinator for Political Engagement
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Sayles-Hill 150

One North College Street
Northfield, MN 55057

(507) 222-7020

The Center for Community and 
Civic Engagement
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EVENT: WELLSTONE WEEK OCTOBER 22-26

To commemorate the 10th anniversary of the death of Paul 
Wellstone on October 25, 2002, Carleton community members 
hosted a week of events celebrating the legacy of the former 

Carleton political science professor, activist, organizer, and US senator. 
Wellstone and his wife Sheila, who both died in a plane crash just two 
weeks before Election Day ten years ago, were longtime advocates for 
social justice in Northfield and the state of Minnesota.
     Wellstone Week events included a screening of the documentary 
Wellstone!, hosted by the Wellstone House of Organizing and Activism 
(WHOA) and a public address by Jeff Blodgett (‘83) entitled “Celebrating 
the Legacy of Paul Wellstone.” Blodgett, one of Paul Wellstone’s former 
students and the founding director of Wellstone Action, spoke to an 
audience of Carleton and Northfield community members about 
the integrity and conviction Wellstone brought to his political work. 
Wellstone’s commitment to student engagement was also honored by 
a dinner and poster session in the Great Hall featuring students who 
have received service-based fellowships and internships. One of these 
programs, Carleton’s Social Justice Internship program, is funded in part 

by the Paul and Sheila Wellstone Fund for Community Engagement.
     The most visible of the Wellstone Week events was a “We Have the 
Right to Vote (No!)” outdoor demonstration against the Minnesota 
voter ID amendment. The amendment would have required Minnesota 
voters to present state-issued photo identification listing their current 
address, eliminating same-day registration and disenfranchising many 
elderly and student voters. On October 23rd, over seventy students, 
faculty, and staff members gathered on the Bald Spot to spell out the 
words “Vote No” with their bodies. The photo was printed in local news 
sources, including Northfield Patch and The Carletonian. The Vote No 
demonstration was organized by Courtney Dufford (‘14) and Kelsey 
Klug (’13), who first began to organize student opposition to the voter 
ID amendment at the recent Debating for Democracy (D4D) political 
advocacy training. A grassroots event that would have made Paul 
Wellstone proud, the demonstration was one of many events across 
the state that mobilized voters to successfully defeat the voter ID 
amendment. n

ABOVE Over 70 students gathered on the Bald Spot to protest the proposed Voter ID amendment as a part of celebrating Wellstone Week.

HOW WERE CARLS POLITICALLY ENGAGED DURING WELLSTONE WEEK?
Numerous additional political engagement events took place during Wellstone Week. Below is the CCCE’s calendar of what 
was going on at Carleton and in the community during the week.
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wide audience. 
     For the fifteen Northfield and Faribault high school 
students in attendance, including representatives from the 
Northfield college-access program TORCH, the Northfield 
youth leadership group LEAD, and Faribault peer-support 
STOPS program, 
the D4D 
workshop taught 
strategies to 
address specific 
problems they 
see in their 
communities. One Faribault student, Bisharo, said that the 
workshop was important because “We have certain issues 
in our school, and we learned steps to make change.” The 
high school students also said they valued the connections 
they made to other participants. Ubah, also from Faribault 
High School, said, “I found people [at D4D] who were 
interested in my story.” 
     The participation of high school students was made 
possible by an ongoing youth leadership project that has 
its roots in Project Pericles. In 2011, Anna Fure-Slocum (‘12) 
and Nick Welna (‘12) participated in Project Pericles’ annual 
letter-writing contest, and their letter about youth voices in 
the education reform movement won first place. With the 
award, Fure-Slocum and Welna won funding for a year of 
youth leadership trainings and workshops for students in 
Northfield and Faribault. These trainings helped students 
identify and address issues they cared about in their 
school communities. The D4D workshop is building on this 
advocacy work. The high school students, along with their 
fellow activists from Carleton, Macalester, and St. Olaf, will 
bring the advocacy skills they learned at D4D back to their 
communities. n

LETTER from the 
directors

Welcome to the Center for Community and Civic Engagement’s 
inaugural newsletter! As one of the Center’s three directors, I am 

pleased and proud to share the work of our center with you.  
     This past term marked an exciting beginning for Acting in the 
Community Together and Academic Civic Engagement, as we, along with 
Public Scholarship, brought together the best of each program to develop 
pathways of engagement for students based on issues areas: health, 
education, food and sustainability, and political engagement. During this 
election season, the time felt right for our center to play a key organizing 
role to support students in a non-partisan way.  
     Our center brought together diverse student groups to work on 
common political goals, from raising awareness on Minnesota’s two 
proposed amendments to the constitution, to informing voters on 
local political candidates.  As you will read in this newsletter, political 
engagement took many forms, from spelling out “Vote no” on the Bald 
Spot to course-based quantitative analysis of the news to explore how 
messages are delivered through local media. Read Patrick Burke’s (’14) and 
Brian Klaas’  (‘08) profiles for two examples of how Carleton students are 
engaged during and after their college years.
     The College’s mission statement reads that “Carleton develops qualities 
of mind and character that prepare its graduates to become citizens 
and leaders.” Acknowledging political awareness and participation as 
a core component of lifelong citizenship, we helped Carleton student 
organizations team together to increase voter turnout.  We are proud to 
share that, out of 1650 eligible student voters on campus, approximately 
1100 Carleton students voted in Northfield, in addition to several hundred 
more voting absentee in their home precincts.
     Whatever your political stripe, we hope this newsletter’s focus on 
faculty, staff, and student political engagement will help you reflect on 
your own political identity and inspire you to create positive change. If you 
are an alumni of the College, please drop us a line and let us know what 
you’re up to. We’d love to hear from you.

LAURA RIEHLE-MERRILL

MICHAEL MCNALLY FACULTY COORDINATOR, CENTER FOR COMMUNITY & CIVIC 
ENGAGEMENT, BROOM FELLOW FOR PUBLIC SCHOLARSHIP, PROFESSOR OF RELIGION

DIRECTOR, ACTING IN THE COMMUNITY TOGETHER

DEBATING FOR DEMOCRACY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

I came here so I would have 
the skills...to not just to be 
active, but to be active and 
effective.

CAM SHORB ‘16

TOP LEFT Dean Bev Nagel introduces the training. TOP RIGHT 
Students discuss issues they care about in an activity. BOTTOM LEFT 
Trainer Kevin Schultze leads a session on advocacy in news media. 
BOTTOM RIGHT Students participate in an activity.

lriehlem@carleton.edu

CCCE Professional Staff

ADRIENNE FALCÓN DIRECTOR, ACADEMIC CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

LAURA RIEHLE-MERRILL DIRECTOR, ACTING IN THE COMMUNITY TOGETHER
KELLY SCHEUERMAN ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, ACTING IN THE COMMUNITY TOGETHER

JULIE BUBSER COMMUNITY-BASED WORK STUDY COORDINATOR
TEDDY GELDERMAN AMERICORPS VISTA

CINDY PLASH ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
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PROFILES
STUDENT,  FACULTY, AND ALUMNI

POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT

Nancy Wilkie, William H. Laird Professor of Classics, Anthropology 
and the Liberal Arts and co-coordinator of the Archaeology 

Concentration at Carleton College, has been teaching at Carleton since 
1974.  She also served as President of the Archaeological Institute of 
America from 1998-2002 and currently is an Honorary President of that 
organization.
     Her archaeological career began in 1968, when she helped to 
survey the region around the Palace of Nestor at Pylos in Greece 
and then excavated at the site of Nichoria from 1969-1975.  She also 
has worked in the region of Delphi and Lamia in Greece, conducted 
excavations in the Nile Delta of Egypt, and directed an archaeological 
survey in Grevena, Southwest Macedonia, Greece in all of  which many 
Carleton students were able to participate. More recently her work has 
focused on working with governmental and private groups to protect 
historically and culturally important landmarks.  
     Wilkie was  appointed to the  Cultural Property Advisory Committee 
by both President Obama and President Bush. As part of this committee, 
she hears requests from foreign governments for protection of their 

cultural property through bilateral agreements with the U.S., and says 
that a lot of the work she does is about reaching across party lines, both 
nationally and internationally. Wilkie said, ‘the opportunity to participate 
in organizations that make a real difference in the world, protecting our 
shared cultural heritage, has been one of the most exciting aspects of 
my career.” As part of these projects she has also worked with the U.S. 
Committee of the Blue Shield, serving as the organization’s secretary, 
helping to protect the cultural property of Iraq and Haiti during times of 
military and environmental disasters. 
     At the end of November she will be leading a Carleton Alumni 
Adventure to India, during which she will have the opportunity to talk 
to the group about the threats that exist to the preservation of that 
country’s cultural heritage.  She said, “The more that I can spread the 
message that participation in the trade in illicit antiquities causes great 
damage to the world’s cultural heritage, the more pleased I am that I 
have done something to leave the world a better place.” n

Nancy Wilkie

William H. Laird Professor of Classics, Anthropology, and the Liberal Arts; 
Director of Archaeology

FACULTY

Q: What is your current position? In what way are you engaged with 
your community today?
A: I am currently a doctoral student at the University of Oxford studying 
coup d’états and civil wars in Africa.  I recently returned from several 
months conducting field interviews with top-level politicians, diplomats, 
and journalists in Madagascar, Ivory Coast, and Zambia.  

Q: How were you engaged in the Carleton and/or Northfield 
communities (through ACT and/or ACE) during your time here? 
How did this experience connect with your path after Carleton? 
A: I was involved in the community primarily in a political context; as the 
founder and editor-in-chief of the Carleton Progressive, I sought to not 
only sway opinion on key political issues, but also to convince Carleton 
students of all political stripes to vote.  I believe that our efforts were 
critical, for example, in helping to elect Representative David Bly, as he 
won his race by around 50 votes.  Carleton students almost certainly 
made the difference.  Aside from political engagement, I was also part 
of an Environmental Politics class where we did a project related to 
the impacts on the surrounding water table from a proposed ethanol 
plant in the Bridgewater community on Northfield’s outskirts. After 
graduation, I was involved with an organization called “Can Do Canines,” 
and ended up raising and training a service dog from when he was 
three weeks old until the age of 18 months.  I’m proud that the black 
lab I raised (Darwin) is now assisting a woman in the community who is 
confined to a wheelchair as a result of childhood polio.

Q: Could you describe one specific volunteer or community 
engagement experience that has stayed with you over the years?
A: I remember one experience quite vividly from when I was thirteen 
years old, and it provided a major impetus for my political interests.  I 
was volunteering at the Greater Minneapolis Crisis Nursery, which is 
a place that provides a “break” for parents who are on the verge of 
abusing their children by giving them three days of free overnight child 
care.  Many of these children have been abused before.  I was reading a 
book called “Whose Shoe?” to a group of four and five year olds, where 
I would show them a picture of a shoe and they would guess who 
wore that footwear.  After several successful attempts (baseball players, 
ballerinas, etc.) we arrived at the page with a horseshoe on it.  In unison, 
the children cried out: “Handcuffs!” It was shocking and unsettling 
to me that four year olds would be more exposed to handcuffs than 
horseshoes, and I became much more interested in engagement in 

Brian Klaas  ‘08

ALUMNI

Doctoral Student at Oxford University

politics after that point.

Q: What advice can you offer current students interested in public 
service?
A: If you want to work in politics, the key is to get your foot in the door 
and then impress people quickly.  I was hired as the driver for Mark 
Dayton’s campaign, but was promoted to Policy Director and then to 
Deputy Campaign Manager after six months.  After graduation, the 
number one piece of advice I can offer: do something interesting.  
Don’t chase a paycheck; chase a dream job.  If you do that and you are 
competent, the paycheck will likely follow. n

Cherif Keita

FACULTY

French and Francophone Studies professor Cherif Keita has spent more than 
a decade researching the life of John Dube (1871-1946), the first president 

of South Africa’s African National Congress (ANC). “When I visited South Africa 
for the first time in January 1999,” Keita said, “I realized the extent to which 

Apartheid, as the most violent 
form of European colonialism, 
had robbed Africans of their 
sense of pride and self-worth.” 
For this reason, Keita said, he 
turned to film-making “to dig 
into the past and bring to 
Africans of today the models 
of positive leadership that, as 
a people, we are sorely lacking 
right now on the continent.” 
     In 2005, Keita presented 
his research to the public 
by directing and producing 

Professor of French

“[I turned to film-making] 
to dig into the past and 
bring to Africans of today 
the models of positive 
leadership that, as a 
people, we are sorely 
lacking right now on the 
continent.” 

CHERIF KEITA CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Patrick Burke ‘14

STUDENT

PROFILES
CONTINUED

CCCE Student Coordinator for Political 
Engagement and One-Time Events

Q: How have you been engaged in the Carleton and Northfield 
community? What is your role with the CCCE?
A: I initially became involved with the CCCE my freshman year as a 
volunteer with Uplift, a tutoring program focused primarily on helping 
Somali youth at Fairbault Middle School. We travel to Fairbault to 
help mostly ELL students with their homework and provide a fun and 
educational after school space. I became a program director for Uplift 
my sophomore year and am still one today. I started working as both the 
One Time Events Coordinator and the Political Engagement Coordinator 
in the CCCE this fall. The One Time Events portion of my job includes 
responding to requests from the community members for volunteers 
and helping student run programs including Carls-Against-Cancer, 
Books for Africa, and the Red Cross. However, with the election earlier 
this month, the political side of my job has taken up more of my time. 
Through my role in the CCCE, I have helped coordinate opportunities 
for students to get involved in activism on campus. This has included 
everything from organizing a political engagement fair to registering 
individual students to vote. My role is primarily helping students find 
ways to get involved in issues that they care about. There has been an 
activism void at Carleton for a few years now, and I hope the CCCE can 
play a role in filling that void. Students seem to want to get involved, 
but they may not know how. I want to provide a permanent resource 
both for students who know exactly what they want to do and for those 
people who may simply be interested in dabbling. 

Q: What inspired you to get involved?
A: I first started volunteering with the CCCE to get out of the “Carleton 
bubble.” Carleton is a wonderful and very privileged place, but 
sometimes it can be suffocating. It is nice to once venture out into the 
“real world” once in a while and engage with people who are not college 
students or professors. Even at Carleton, I was drawn to organizations 
which have an impact beyond the borders of campus. However, until 
this year, I considered activism and community service to be two 
completely separate spheres. I believed you could not and should 
not mix the two. However, as I have reflected back on this past term, I 
realized my engagement in both political activities and volunteering 
is motivated by the same almost naive underlying belief: I can make 
a difference. I really do believe that individuals, working together 
with other people, can change the society for the better. This belief in 
individuals motivates my work through the CCCE. 

Q: What has been the most rewarding part of your experience?
A: Election Day 2012. Get Out the Vote emails had been sent. 

Transportation to the polls had been arranged. The watch party was 
planned and scheduled. Minnesotans United and the CarlDems had 
agreed to collaborate on some voter contact activities. The results of the 
day were almost completely out of my hands. Additionally, Carleton felt 
different. There was so much excitement surrounding the election and 
so many students actively engaged in campaigns on campus. It was 
completely electrifying. After election results came in that night, even 
though I was mentally and physically exhausted from fretting about 
election day activities, I felt incredibly proud both of Carleton and of the 
CCCE. I hope that in terms without a presidential race and two highly 
contentious amendments on the ballot, even a fraction of the energy 
will stick around permanently. 

Q: What is one thing that has been challenging for you?
A: This is the first term the CCCE has had an official political engagement 
mission, so the biggest challenge was probably just getting the 
message out to campus that we want to support student activism. I 
spent a large portion of my time during the first few weeks of school 
emailing what felt like half of campus, trying to figure out who was 
in charge of what organization. At the same time, we were (and still 
are) trying to define how the CCCE would be supporting political 
engagement. Once I got in touch with most of the organization leaders 
on campus, we were better able to define my role based on what they 
wanted and needed from the CCCE. All of my co-workers, especially 
Laura and the other members of the Political Cohort have been 
incredibly helpful in defining what political engagement means for our 
purposes. 

Q: How does this experience connect to your future goals?
A: When I leave Carleton, I want to have built up the role of Political 
Engagement Coordinator into a permanent position that will ensure 
there is always institutional support for student engagement at 
Carleton. Most organizations on campus have remarkably short 
institutional memory, due to people graduating every four years and 
groups disbanding, but hopefully the CCCE can be a place for students 
to come who want to get involved in an issue or for a campaign. For me 
personally, I feel like my position in the CCCE has provided me many 
skills and experiences that will be very translatable to my post-Carleton 
life, from event coordinating to student organizing. Whatever I end up 
doing after I graduate, I want it to be working to make positive changes 
in society. And honestly, it will probably be political in nature. n
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Seventeen years ago, Professor Barbara Allen began a study on 
the local media’s influence on electoral politics.  In 2000, she  was 
joined by University of Minnesota Regent’s Professor, John Sullivan, 

who taught as a Benedict Fellow at Carleton. Their classes began the 
Carleton College Election Study in earnest, with content analysis of the 
local news, including a focus group study of voters’ thoughts about local 
news. Professor Greg Marfleet, who joined the Department of Political 
Science in 2002, brought a new dimension to the study with methods 
classes that focused on quantitative analysis of the local news data.
     In 2004 and 2008, Professors Allen and Marfleet, along with their 
students, expanded the study with new technologies, captures of the 
national and cable news, a massive analysis of political advertising, and 
numerous focus groups held in the Twin Cities, Northfield, Apple Valley, 
Stillwater and Owatanna, MN. In 2000, 2004, and 2008, they captured 
and analyzed  all national and local coverage of the presidential and 
Minnesota elections starting 100 days before November 6, including all 
ads nationwide.
     The project is culminating this year in an exhibit of findings and of the 
various technological changes in the study. Titled Lights! Action! (Smoke 
& Mirrors?) CAMPAIGNS!, the exhibit opened November 13 in the three 
Weitz Center White Spaces and ran for one week.
     For Allen, this project has been especially exciting because of the 
the trans disciplinary nature of the work that attracts students from 
across the campus. She said, “Carleton students are very likely to be civic 
leaders, so thinking about people unlike yourself, thinking about those 
other voters and perspectives...it’s very important.”
     Since 2000, at least three classes have been working on the project, 
including her Media and Electoral Politics (100 and 204), as well as 
Marfleet’s Methods of Political Research (230) class. Through these 

“It’s not all about political science...it’s important to understand how to engage politically, I mean in 
everyday life: how to participate. Democracies don’t work unless there’s civic engagement.”

BARBARA ALLEN
Ada M. Harrison Distinguished Teaching Professor of the Social Sciences

Director of Women’s and Gender Studies
Professor of Political Science

CLASS: MEDIA & ELECTORAL POLITICSFE
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classes, as well as independent studies, students have been involved in 
nearly every aspect of the project. Allen said, “it’s a hands-on project and 
everything is built from the bottom up. From data collection to the tools 
we used to analyze it, every skill was used, including everything from 
computer science to political science.”
     Mollie Wetherall (’13) said  that one of the most valuable parts of 
the class were the informal discussions it provoked. She said “I think 
it’s crucial to discuss politics in a bunch of different ways, to learn more 
about the way messages are delivered in the media. Without more 
formal lenses to analyze the media, we would be less understanding of 
its influence on politics today...It’s really exciting to discuss politics in a 
new way, and having people who share your interests.”
     Sophie Pilhofer (’13) took this class her freshman year and is now 
doing an independent study with the project. For her, this experience 
has been important because it allows her to connect to many different 
types of people both inside and outside of Carleton. She said, “I do think 
it’s important to engage in politics and “the real world” through the 
classroom because it opens up people’s eyes to the opinions and views 
of others....This made it so much more interesting to follow the last 
election. I also just love talking about current events in class!”
     Today, many of Marfleet and Allen’s former students who are now part 
of “the real world” are still using the things they learned in these classes, 
applying them to jobs in fields such as consulting, journalism and 
computer science. As Allen said, “It’s not all about political science...it’s 
important to understand how to engage politically, I mean in everyday 
life: how to participate. Democracies don’t work unless there’s civic 
engagement.” n

The exhibit opened on Tuesday, November 13 in 
the three Weitz Center White Spaces and ran for 
one week.

a feature-length award-winning documentary about Dube’s life and his 
education in the US called Oberlin-Inanda: The Life and Times of John L. Dube. 
Keita followed his first film with Cemetery Stories: A Rebel Missionary in South 
Africa (2009), another documentary about Dube. In this film, Keita traced 
the connection between the politician and William and Ida Wilcox, Christian 
missionaries from Northfield, MN who were deported, penniless, from South 
Africa in 1918 for speaking out against injustice there, and who have been 
posthumously honored by the South African government in 2009 for their 38 
years of activism. 
     Most recently, Keita has been working on Remembering Nokutela, a third 
documentary film focused on the woman who became John Dube’s first wife, 

CONTINUED: Cherif Keita
Nokutela Mdima (1873-1917), a brilliant educator, seamstress, singer and  music 
composer. Nokutela’s most notable contribution was the Zulu Song Book she 
co-authored with John Dube in 1911 for the Ohlange Institute, a trailblazing 
industrial education school founded by the Dubes in 1900. Through this song 
book and their school choir, Nokutela was responsible for popularizing Nkosi 
Sikelel’ iAfika, the song that became the ANC’s anthem and a popular hymn that 
was as meaningful for the anti-Apartheid movement as “We Shall Overcome” 
was to the American civil rights movement. Despite her work for the people of 
South Africa, Nokutela’s legacy has been largely forgotten until Keita decided 
to uncover it. Remembering Nokutela will premier at Carleton on February 17, 
2013. n
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POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT IN PICTURES
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A DFL Get Out the Vote Rally with Senator Amy Klobuchar and other Minnesota Democratic leaders. B Project Pericles Debating for Democracy Training. 
C Students respond to why they voted no. D Senator Al Franken speaks to students. E Minnesota Senator Kevin Dahle encourages students to vote. F Al 
Franken rally. G Debating for Democracy Training. H Election Day Get Out the Vote efforts.
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