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Prairie: Jasmine Cutter ’13 and Jake Reznick ’12, students from Carleton’s Ecosystems Ecology class, lead third-graders on a scavenger hunt. In this 
photo, Jasmine explains that the lump on the bottom of this plant is actually insect larvae.

Highlights from ACE classes: Eco-
systems Ecology, Spanish 204, and 
Masquerades in Africa

Carleton, St. Olaf, and the North-
field community collaborate to 
weave a Sustainable Food Web in 
Northfield

Imagining America Conference 
comes to Northfield to talk about 
Arts in Rural Communities

Student Perspectives: How has 
Academic Civic Engagement affect-
ed your Carleton Experience?

Greetings, 

-Adrienne Falcón, 
Director of Academic Civic Engagement

   We’ve begun the Academic Civic Engagement 
office’s fourth year with an exciting fall term. 
The Weitz Center opened and we curated 
the first show in the white spaces, Frames 
of Engagement. Later in September, the 
nationally renowned Imagining America public 
scholarship conference took place in the Twin 
Cities. Not only did many of us from Carleton 
attend the conference, but the conference also 
came to see our work at Carleton. Dozens of 
participants came to two site visits in Northfield 
to learn more about the college’s community 
partnerships in the arts and agriculture. In this 
newsletter, you can read about their visit, the 
Frames of Engagement photography exhibit, our 
sustainable food grant, and some of this term’s 
ACE courses connected to local schools. 
    This new academic year is also a remarkable 
moment because Carleton has just created the 
Center for Community and Civic Engagement. The Center, coordinated by Michael 
McNally, will unify the work of ACE, the ACT program, and a new focus on Public 
Scholarship. I’m pleased to collaborate with these individuals and groups as we build 
a strong nexus of engaged learning for the college during the 2011-12 school year 



ACE Events this term-arts and agriculture2-3 

 
   Over 70 people attended the discussion about 
“Weaving a Sustainable Food Web” in the Great 
Hall on September 23rd showing how students 
in courses with strong community partnerships 
can collaborate to help improve food and 
nutrition education in the community. 
   Students from both colleges presented their 
research projects done with local schools and 
the HealthFinders Collaborative; Holly Lasagna 
of Bates College spoke about her experience 
coordinating a three-year-old sustainable food 
partnership in Lewiston, Maine; and everyone in 
attendance participated in small working groups 
to brainstorm new solutions for food scarcity 
and sustainability in Northfield. The projects and 
conversations were made possible by a federal 
nutrition grant through America Learn and 
Serve that Carleton and St. Olaf earned jointly 
last year. A delicious aspect of the evening 
was all the local food, organized by Growing 
up Healthy, who also assisted with communit 
outreach and event logistics. 
   “It is important to work on sustainable food 
issues right now because we are in a unique 
position of living in a farming community where 
there is a public that cares about where its food 
comes from, but doesn’t know what to do about 
it,” says Tony Seidl, a 3rd grade teacher who 
has worked with Carleton students’ nutrition 
projects. “I hope that this is something everyone 
can participate in.”
 Contact Adrienne Falcon, Kelly 
Scheuerman or Lindsay Guthrie for more on 
how to be involved in food issues in Northfield!

 
   The ACE office, with the support of the Viz innitiative, proudly 
participated in Carleton’s main event this fall -- the debut of the 
Weitz Center for Creativity -- with the “Frames of Engagement” 
photography exhibit.
   Frames of Engagement was the culmination of two related 
photography contests celebrating community and learning in 
the last year. Carleton students submitted photographs taken of 
service learning, community-based research, and study abroad, 
ranging from Northfield to the Twin Cities to continents across the 
world. Local community members also got involved, with everyone 
from nature-exploring first graders to the Cannon Valley Elder 
Collegium sharing their images of engagement.
   “We wanted to make sure the first exhibits at the Weitz Center 
were about more than just Carleton,” explains Adrienne Falcón, 
ACE director. “These photographs offer beautiful and creative 
representations of our many varied learning partnerships. They’re 
all grappling with the challenging question, ‘What does engaged 
learning look like?’ ” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weitz Center opens with ACE’s 
“Frames of Engagement”: 

Colleges turn attention 
to sustainable food for 
Northfield: 

Local Partnerships: Luigi Sison, a local chef, and Amelia Harris ’12 
discuss sustainable food in Northfield

Learning about visuality: Students from the Ethics of 
Civic Engagement class explore the exhibit as part of 
their class.

 
Over the last year, students in St. 
Olaf and Carleton STEM courses 
have completed a variety of 
interconnected ACE projects.Their 
work culminated this September 
in a community wide presentation.

The display premiered for a week in September, 
and returned due to popular demand for a 
second week-long showing during October.

for more information go to http://apps.carleton.edu/campus/viz/exhibitions/archive/
frames_of_engagement/

contact them at: afalcon@carleton.edu, kscheuer@carleton.edu, 
guthriel@carleton.edu



Exploring Rural Arts: Conference attendees learn about Frames of Engagement and the creation of Carleton’s Weitz Center for Creativity

Imagining America National Conference Brings 
Academics and Artists from Across the U.S. to Discuss 
Public Scholarship in Minnesota   
Attendees from every corner of the U.S. came together to learn about each others’ 
projects and ideas for expanding and improving partnerships

for more information go to http://imaginingamerica.org/

   On September 23-25, the national Imagining America 
conference took place in the Twin Cities. Imagining 
America is a national organization committed to nurturing 
public scholarship in the arts, humanities and design of 
which Carleton is a member. They define public scholar-
ship as “diverse modes of creating and circulating knowl-
edge for and with public communities”.
   Given the emphasis on Public Scholarship as the third 
program of Carleton’s Center for Community and Civic 
Engagement (to complement ACE and ACT), it was 
great to have seven faculty and staff and two students 
attended the conference.
        Adrienne Falcon served on the planning committee 
for the conference and organized two site visits to North-
field to showcase the work of Carleton and our communi-
ty partners. One of the site visits focused on four models 
of supporting local arts to strengthen rural communities. 
The site visit showcased the works of artists, arts orga-
nizations, and colleges and universities that contribute 
to building these communities. The projects included 
Carleton community collaborations with the Weitz Cen-
ter and the Northfield Arts Guild; Winona State with the 
Frozen Film Festival and the Shakespeare Festival, and 
Allegheny College with Amara Geffen’s environment and 
art courses which have transformed a park in Meadville, 
Pennsylvania.  We were also pleased to host community 
members to think with IA participants about possibilities 

for Northfield.
        The second site visit examined the role of food and 
farming through a series of encounters with farms and 
systems of food production and consumption. The goal 
was to examine how communities and campuses can 
collaborate as people move from awareness to individual 
action to larger production and consumption models that 
support local and regional sustainable systems. On cam-
pus, participants met with Katie Blanchard ’10 to learn 
about the Eat the Lawn Project and the Real Food cam-
paign and heard from Holly Lasagna, one of the principal 
investigators of the Local Food for Lewiston Community 
Food Assessment, which examines affordability, accessi-
bility, and availability of healthy food in the local food sys-
tem in Lewiston, Maine.  Then Kelly Scheuerman from 
the ACT Program took participants to visit Reginaldo 
Hazlett-Marroquin, the director of The Rural Enterprise 
Project, a new project training Latino immigrants in sus-
tainable lartge-scale poultry farming practices. As part of 
the hands-on nature of the visit, participants also visited 
the SEEDS farm in Northfield and gleaned vegetables for 
the local food shelf.
        Carleton faculty, staff and students who participated 
in the conference have begun to debrief and discuss the 
shape and scale of Carleton’s future engagement with 
IA.



Highlights from ACE courses-Partnerships with local schools
How has Academic 
Civic Engagement 
affected your class 
experience?

Ecosystems Ecology Class Explores 
Prairies and Forests with Third Graders:

Jasmine Cutter ’13

don’t have as much exposure 

I think it’s a really good opportunity to 
get perspectives from people outside the 

academic sphere- whether that’s the kind of ques-
tions that 3rd graders ask, or whether it’s talking to 
community members about development plans. For 
Dan’s class, I think it’s beneficial to our own under-
standing of the material because we have to be able 

to explain it on a different level and in ways 
that will make it exciting to younger kids who 

to it.

Bio 221:Ecosystems Ecology, 

Scavening in the Field: Students from 
Prof. Dan Hernandez’s Ecosystems 
Ecology class and third graders from 
St. Dominics Elementary school search 
for primary producers in the prairie as a 
part of their scavenger hunt. 
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   Professor Maria Elena Doleman uses a teaching method in her Intermediate 
Spanish (SPAN 204) course that combines community service with academic 
learning to enrich not only language learning, but also course content, which fo-
cuses on Latino immigration worldwide. This is the oldest ACE course at Carleton, 
having begun 7 years ago. Her 38 students engage in service learning by spend-
ing at least one hour per week for seven weeks working in partnership with North-
field Public Schools, at levels ranging from elementary to high school. These proj-
ects not only focus on the language but they also illuminate the local experience 
of immigrants in Northfield and other Latino experiences, as well. Examples of 
projects include working with students in the Northfield Compañeros program and 
serving in classrooms directly as ESL tutors.

Spanish Students Work and Learn in  
Northfield’s PublicSchools:

Richa Sharma ’14

Jabari Perry’13
Hist282: Masquerades in Africa

Span204: Intermediate Spanish

Hanging out: Students from the middle school and Carleton take a break from work 

I had the 
choice to take Span-
ish 204 with the ACE 

or without the ACE, and 
I wanted to take this one 
because I’m actually go-
ing out there and in-
teracting with people. 
That’s the best way of 
learning.

History Class Explores “Masquerades in 
Africa” and Creates Exhibition in Library

site: 3rd grade, Greenvale 
and St. Dominics

site: Northfield Middle school 
Amistades Program

site: Gould library, host com-
munity, Prairie Creek Schoollearn more at http://apps.carleton.edu/campus/library/now/exhibits/

   This term, the Ecosystems Ecology class (BIO221) 
taught by Dan Hernandez has taken their under-
standing of the natural world into third grade classes 
at Greenvale Park and St. Dominic’s Elementary 
schools. The Carleton students organized activi-
ties to be done in the schools and two field trips to 
the Carleton arboretum. The goal was for Carleton 
students to translate their learning about ecological 
processes to local knowledge about the ecosystems 
of Minnesota. These activities centered around the 
topics of decomposition, herbivory, pollination, and 
food webs. Carleton students worked with teachers 
at both schools create an inquiry-based activity that 
was integrated into the third-grade curriculum.  Ac-
tivities included field trips to explore the ecosystems 
of the Carleton Arboretum; growing plants in different 
soil types to learn about the importance of decompo-
sition, nutrients, and energy flow; and class exercis-
es using animal skulls to understand food webs and 
the characteristics of herbivores and predators.

Professor Thabiti Willis conducted extensive research 
on the social, political, and historical meanings of West 
African masquerade traditions.  In this class, students 
used primary sources - video, photography, oral history 
- to create a video on a particular topic and an exhibit for 
the Gould Library that will showcases what they learned 
this semester. They will send copies of their videos back 
to the hosting community with Thabiti and will also share 
what they have learned locally with 4th and 5th grade 
students from Prairie Creek Community School.

My favorite part of 
professor Thabiti’s class is 
that we get the opportunity 

to share with the broader campus 
what we have learned in class through 
recreating the existing exhibit in the 

library. By creating an exhibit, I 
am learning skills that will help 
be post Carleton, since I want 
to go into curatorial work in a 
museum.


