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Course Objectives:

The purpose of this course is to help students develop the tools necessary to engage in comparative political analysis. As such, our two main tasks this term are to learn substantive facts about a select number of political regimes and, more importantly, to learn how to systematically compare and analyze the workings of these regimes.  To accomplish these tasks, we will be studying how institutions, culture, ideas, economics, history and individuals shape states and the political lives of diverse societies.  Although designed to be a broad survey course, it is only possible to introduce a limited number of country cases in ten weeks time.  What you see on this syllabus is obviously a small sampling of what is out there.  This particular sample has been chosen to give students a feel for the range of regimes that exist and in no way should be taken as some sort of ranking of importance.  The ultimate goal of this course is to give each student the analytical tools they need to independently explore the political systems that interest them most.  

Course Requirements:

· 2 Part Midterm (25% of your grade)

· Critical Literature Review (35% of your grade)

· Final Exam  (in class) (30% of your final grade)

· Class Participation (10 % of your final grade)

Midterm: 
The midterm will be a two-part exam.  The first part of the exam will be held in-class on Monday October 11th.  It will cover material up to and including Sections I and II of the course (up to and including Germany).  This portion of the exam will include term identification and short answer essays.  Students will also receive the take home portion of the exam on October 11th.  The take-home exam will be a longer essay and will ask students to analyze an article from a recent scholarly journal.  It is due in class on October 20th. 
Critical Literature Review
Each student will write an 8-10 page critical literature review of a prominent research topic in comparative politics as a cumulative exercise for the course.  After choosing their research question, students will be given a list of articles/book chapters that address the question from different theoretical perspectives.  Their task is to choose three or four of these articles and write a review as well as a critique of this literature.  The review should summarize the arguments in each piece, critique these arguments and conclude by suggesting what theories, variables or types of studies are missing/underdeveloped in the literature.
Final Exam 

The final exam will be an in-class exam.  It will be comprehensive and based on the course readings and class discussions.  Students will have two and a half hours to answer id, short and long essay questions.  A study guide will be distributed during the last week of the term to help structure your preparation.  

Class Participation

Although I will do lectures on core concepts, in-class discussion is an important part of this course.  Students are expected to come to class having done the reading and prepared to discuss the day’s material.  In addition to participating in regular class discussions, students will also be evaluated on their participation in several group exercises throughout the term and the submission of discussion questions for discussion days (see below).

Course Readings:

The following required texts are available for purchase at the bookstore:

Kesselman et al., Introduction to Comparative Politics
Christian Soe, Comparative Politics 04/05
Manby, Shell in Nigeria: Corporate Social Responsibility and the Ogoni Crisis
Additionally a number of articles and excerpts from books have been put on reserve at the library.  Reserve status is listed on the reading schedule below.  
This class involves substantial reading.  Your ability to take part in class discussions in large part will depend on your having done the assigned reading before you come to class.  Throughout the course of the term extra readings occasionally will be assigned.  These assignments are not meant to add substantially to your reading load but rather are intended to keep you informed about new developments taking place in the countries we are studying.  Finally, students are expected to read a national or an international newspaper on a daily basis (Financial Times, New York Times, Washington Post).  All three of these newspapers are available online and should be easily accessible from the web.  

Section I. How and What to Compare

9/13
Introduction

9/15
Political Analysis: Why Would You Want to Call This a Science?

· Sodaro, Chapter 3-4 (handout)
9/17
The Comparative Method

· Collier, “The Comparative Method” (handout)

9/20
Research Traditions in Comparative Politics

· Kesselman et al., Chapter 1
· Lichbach and Zuckerman, “Research Traditions and Theory in Comparative Politics: An Introduction” (handout)

Section II. Advanced Industrial Democracies


9/22
Democratic Theory: The Worst Form of Government Except All Others?

· Soe, Chapter 19
9/24
The United Kingdom: The Oldest Parliamentary Democracy in Need of New Institutions?

· Kesselman et al., Chapter 2: Sections 1, 3-4
9/27
The UK cont.

· Kesselman et al., Chapter 2: Sections 2 and 5
9/29
The UK cont. 

· Discussion Day: Soe Readings, Chapters 1-4
10/1
Germany: A Tamed Power? 

· German Election Simulation Readings (handout)

· Kesselman et al, Chapter 4: Sections 1, 3-4
10/4
Germany cont.

· Coalition building simulation exercise

· Soe Readings, Chapters 8-11
10/6
Germany cont. 

· Kesselman et al., Chapter 4: Sections 2 and 5
Political Cinema: Goodbye Lenin (time and place TBA)
Section III. Societies in Transition

10/8
Democratization and Democratic Consolidation: Is the Third Wave Reversible? 

· Samuel Huntington The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth Century Chapter 1 pp.3-30 and Chapter 2 pp. 31-46. (on reserve)
10/11
MIDTERM (Part I: in class; Part II: take home due 10/20)

10/13
Russia: Is This Democracy? A Market Economy?

· Kesselman et al., Chapter 8: Sections 1, 3-4
10/15
Russia cont.

· Kesselman et al., Chapter 8: Sections 2 and 5
10/20
Russia cont.

· Discussion Day: Soe Readings, Chapters 27-29
· PART II MIDTERM DUE
10/22
China: Is Democracy Possible Here? Is it Inevitable?  

· Kesselman et al., Chapter 13: Sections 1, 3-4
10/25
China cont.
· Kesselman et al, Chapter 13: Sections 2 and 5
10/27
China cont. 

· Discussion Day: Soe Readings, Chapters 33-35
Section IV. Politics and Late Development

10/29
Theories of Development: Does a Non-Western Model Exist?

· Daniel Yergin and Joseph Stanislaw The Commanding Heights: The Battle for the World Economy, Chapter 3 pp. 49-73 and Chapter 6 pp.139-144. (on reserve)

11/1
Nigeria

· Kesselman et al., Chapter 11: Sections 1, 3-4
11/3
Nigeria cont.

· Kesselman et al., Chapter 11: Sections 2 and 5
11/5
Shell in Nigeria Negotiations

· Manby

· Negotiation reading
Political Cinema: Lumumba (time and place TBA)

Section V. Theory Building in Comparative Politics Variable by Variable

11/8
Cultural Approaches

· Almond and Verba,  Civic Culture, Chapter 1 “An Approach to Political Culture” (on reserve)

· Barrington Moore, “Epilogue: Reactionary and Revolutionary Imagery” (on reserve)

11/10
Interest Based / Rational Choice Approaches

· Bates, “Governments and Agriculture Markets in Africa”   (on reserve)

· Critiques (on reserve)

11/12
Structural Approaches I: State Institutions

· Skocpol, “France, Russia and China: A Structural Analysis of Social Revolutions” (on reserve)

· Critiques (on reserve)

11/15
Structural Approaches II: Societal Structures

· Lipset, Political Man, Chapter 2, “Economic Development and Democracy” (on reserve)

· Critiques (on reserve)

11/17
Summing Up 

· CRITICAL LITERATURE REVIEW DUE
