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Introduction

Comparison is the basis of scientific observation, and social science is no exception.  This course is an introductory survey of different approaches to the study of political institutions. Our focus is on evaluating the strengths/weaknesses of different methods of comparative analysis, and with how these approaches help shed light on political and economic development in different geographic contexts. The goal of the course is to develop a clear understanding of the fundamentals of political analysis.  
Texts

This course is heavy on reading; we aim to cover a lot of ground, methodologically and empirically, and students will be expected to keep up with the assigned readings.  The textbooks for this course are all interesting and worth having if you can afford them; however, put together the package is pricey, so you might wish to be selective.  In addition, most of the items should be available on Reserve at Gould Library. 
Gabriel Almond, et al., Comparative Politics Today (hereafter: CPT)
     Theda Skocpol, States and Social Revolutions
     Ronald Rogowski, Commerce and Coalitions
     Youssef Cohen, Radicals, Reformers, Reactionaries

     Robert Putnam, Making Democracy Work

     Avner Greif, et al., Analytic Narratives

     Peter Evans, Embedded Autonomy
Other shorter readings will occasionally be assigned and will be available to students via e-Reserve.
Evaluation
A student’s grade for this course will be determined by the below breakdown.  Weekly quizzes will be based exclusively on assigned chapters from the CPT text. The midterm and final examinations will be based on lectures and the other assigned readings.  Thus, regular attendance of lectures is integral to performing effectively on examinations.
Quizzes:                              20%
Midterm Exam:                    35%
Final Exam:                         45%
Topic Schedule
The following is a rough order of the list of topics we will be covering, in the order we will be covering them. More detailed outlines of readings will be provided at the beginning of each week.
I.  Introduction

· Goals of comparative political analysis

· CPT, chapters 1 & 2.
II.  STRUCTURAL THEORIES

· A Classic Treatment
Themes: Comparative social history; inductive analysis
· CPT, chapters 8, 9, 19
· Comparative Case Studies:  
Themes: Case selection; bias in measuring outcomes
· CPT, chapters 9, 12, 13
· Theda Skocpol,  States and Social Revolutions
· Political Culture  
· CPT,  chapters 3 & 4
· Robert Putnam, Making Democracy Work 
III. COMPARING ECONOMIC GROWTH
· The Developmental State  
Themes: Economic/political development; comparing bureaucracies; concept stretching 
· CPT,  chapters 5, 7, 11, 15, 17 and pages 122-126
· Peter Evans, Embedded Autonomy
· Economic Analysis
Themes: Political economy explanations; domestic versus international factors 
· Ronald Rogowski, Commerce and Coalitions
IV. RATIONAL CHOICE EXPLANATIONS
· Introduction to Rational Choice
· CPT, Chapter 7 and pages 101-122 (until “Bureaucracies”)
· Youssef Cohen, Radicals, Reformers, Reactionaries
· The State of the Art
· Avner Greif, Analytic Narratives, Chapters 1, 2 & 4 
