Political Science 120: Comparative Political Regimes Syllabus
Winter Term 2009
Instructor: Christopher Heurlin
Phone: 4129

Email: cheurlin@carleton.edu
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 4:00-5:00 PM and by appointment
Course Description:


This course serves as an introduction to the subfield of comparative politics. Through the course of the term, students will learn how it is that political scientists study and compare different political systems. This course focuses primarily on the theoretical aspects of political science. In doing so, however, we will explore different parts of the world, including sub-Saharan Africa, India, Afghanistan, China and Iran. 

Expectations

I expect students above all to be actively involved in the learning process. This means several things. First, I expect students to attend all classes. Second, I expect students to be active in classroom discussions. Third, I expect students to have read all of the readings listed on the syllabus assigned for each class before coming to class. Our classroom discussions will be centered around the readings as well as the lectures. This means that doing the readings in advance is critical to your ability to participate. Fourth, I expect students to be respectful of one another’s opinions and to conduct discussions in a friendly manner. 
Reading Materials 

Students are expected to purchase copies of the textbook from the bookstore or another source. The book we use in the class is Timothy Lim’s Doing Comparative Politics. This book is exemplary because of Lim’s focus on the questions we ask in comparative politics. Each chapter asks a question about a major theoretical area of inquiry. The remaining readings are available from the library e-reserves system. 
Grading

Students will be evaluated on the basis of several papers and projects, as well as their participation. First, students will be evaluated on the basis of a short paper analyzing the theoretical literature on state-building and applying these theories to a contemporary case study—Afghanistan. Second, students will be evaluated on the basis of a short paper analyzing our readings on ethnic and political violence. Third, students will be evaluated on the basis of a group project analyzing the relationship between regime types and development. This project will take the form of a video podcast. 

Paper assignments must be turned in during class (with the exception of the final paper). Assignments should be handed in via hard-copy (paper). No emailed assignments will be accepted. No late assignments will be accepted. Papers should strictly follow the page limit of the assignment. All assignments should be double-spaced, font size 12 and use the Times New Roman font. 


Each student will also present on one of the regularly scheduled readings for the class. Sign-up sheets will be handed out on the second day. Each presentation should last approximately five minutes. Students should present the basic argument of the article, as well as a critique of the article. What parts of the theory, evidence, or methodology could we criticize? In addition, students should prepare 3 questions (on the reading) for class discussion. 


Students will be graded on their participation in the course. This includes not only coming to class, but also being prepared and engaging in classroom discussions. It will also include in-class activities that may be announced at a later date, such as debates or simulations. 

Grading

15% 
First Paper Assignment (on Afghanistan)

20%
Second Paper Assignment (on Violence and Contention)

20%
Participation

10%
Presentation on Article 
15% 
Video Podcast

20%
Group Final Paper

Grading Scale
98-100 A+

94-97 A

91-93 A-

88-90 B+

83-87 B

79-82 B-

76-78 C+

72-75 C

68-71 C-

67/below D/F

Academic Misconduct
Students are expected to follow the rules of academic conduct set forth by the college. Acts of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Office of the Dean. 
Accommodations
Students that need special accommodations should notify me at the beginning of the term so that I can prepare reasonable accommodations for them. Please also note that in order for students to receive such accommodations they must go through the Carleton office for academic accommodations. 
READINGS SHOULD BE COMPLETED BY THE DATE LISTED, AS THEY WILL OFTEN BE DISCUSSED DURING CLASS

READINGS DENOTED WITH AN ASTERICK (*) ARE AVAILABLE ON E-RESERVES
Week 1: Introduction and Methodology
January 4: 
Introduction

January 6:  
Lim, “Introduction” p 3-30 and “Comparing to Learn, Learning to Compare” p 31-63
January 8: 
Lim, “Thinking Theoretically In Comparative Politics” p 65-73; 
Ragin – “Case-Oriented Comparative Methods” and “The Variable-Oriented Approach” in the Comparative Method. p 34-68.*
Week 2: The State and State-Building
January 11:
Migdal – “The Weakening of Patterns of Social Control” in Strong Societies and Weak States*
Bearden – “Afghanistan, Graveyard of Empires” in Foreign Affairs. Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/20050325
January 13:
 Tilly – “Formation of National States in Western Europe”* 
“The Taliban’s Winning Strategy in Afghanistan”*
January 15:
 Herbst – “War and the State in Africa” International Security Volume 14, Number 4. http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdfplus/2538753.pdf;

Constable – “A Wake-up Call in Afghanistan.” Journal of Democracy, 2007, Vol. 18, No. 2.*
Short paper on Afghanistan and State-building handed out
Week 3: Political Violence

January 18: 
Lim – “What Makes a Terrorist?”
Pape – “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism.” Stable URL: http://www.danieldrezner.com/research/guest/Pape1.pdf
January 20: 
Tilly – “Trends, Variations and Explanations” in Politics of Collective violence *
January 22: 
Weinstein – “Resources and the Information Problem in Rebel Recruitment.”  Journal of Conflict Resolution, No. 49. Stable URL: http://jcr.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/49/4/598
Short paper on Afghanistan and State Building due in class by hard-copy (paper). I will not accept electronic submissions of your paper. 
Week 4: Ethnic Violence in India
January 25: Varshney - “Ethnicity and Ethnic Conflict”* in The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics
Kohli – “India” in Introduction to Comparative Politics*
January 27: Varshney – “Ethnic Conflict and Civil Society.” World Politics, Vol. 53, No. 3.  Stable URL: http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/world_politics/v053/53.3varshney.pdf
 January 29: Brass –  “Kala Bachcha” in Theft of an Idol
Week 5: Contentious Politics in China

February 1: O’Brien and Li – “Rightful Resistance,” “Opportunities and Perceptions” in Rightful Resistance in Rural China *
Chen – “Collective Petitioning and Institutional Conversion” in Popular Protest in China*
February 3: O’Brien and Li – “Tactical Escalation” in Rightful Resistance in Rural China
Chen – “Between Defiance and Obedience: Protest Opportunism in China” 

Paper 2 Topic handed out

February 5: Cai – “Social Conflicts and Modes of Action in China” China Journal, 2008, No 58.* 
Chen – “The Power of ‘Troublemaking’: Protest Tactics and their Efficacy in China” in Comparative Politics, July 2009.*
Week 6: Fundations of Democracy in Europe
February 8: MIDTERM BREAK – NO CLASS 

February 10: Moore – “England and the Contributions of Violence to Gradualism” and “The Democratic Route to Modern Society” in Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy*
February 12: Luebbert – “Introduction” and “Ties that Would Divide“ in Liberalism, Fascism and Social Democracy*
Paper 2 on Violence and Contention Due in Class
Week 7: Iranian Politics and Challenges to Authoritarianism
February 15: Chehabi, - “The Political Regime of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Comparative Perspective,” Government and Opposition, January 2001, pp. 48-70*
Lust – “Competitive Clientalism in the Middle East,” Journal of Democracy, Vol. 20, No. 3.*
February 17: Brownlee – “Elite Defections and Electoral Defeat: Iran during the Third Wave” in Authoritarianism in the Age of Democracy*

Way and Levitsky – “Elections without Democracy” Journal of Democracy, Vol. 13, No. 2. Stable URL: http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_democracy/v013/13.2levitsky.pdf
February 19: Afshari and Underwood – “The Green Wave,” Journal of Democracy, Vol. 20, No. 4., October 2009, pp 6-10*

Milani – “Cracks in the Regime” Journal of Democracy, Vol. 20, No. 4., October 2009, pp 11-15.

Boroumand – “Civil Society’s Choice” Journal of Democracy, Vol. 20, No. 4., October 2009, pp16-20.

Week 8: Development 

February 22: Bates – “The nature and origins of agricultural policies” in Essays on the Political Economy of Rural Africa
Collier and Gunning – “Why Has Africa Grown Slowly?” Journal of Economic Perspectives, 13(3): 3-22. Stable URL: http://www.rau.ro/intranet/JEP/1999/1303/13030003.pdf
February 24: Lim – “Why are poor countries poor?” 

Lim – “Why is East Asia Rich?”
February 26: North – “Institutions” in Essential Readings in Comparative Politics*

Acemoglu, Johnson and Robinson – “The Colonial Origins of Comparative Development:

An Empirical Investigation” American Economic Review, December 2001. 
Week 9: Democratization
March 1: Lim – “What makes a democracy?” 

Olson - “Dictatorship Democracy and Development.” American Political Science Review, 1993, Vol. 87, No. 3.  Stable URL: http://www.iris.umd.edu/download.aspx?ID=ebde8759-263c-46b4-8117-dd1f39fea3ff
March 3: Smith – “The Life of the Party”. World Politics, Vol. 57, No. 3. Stable URL: http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/world_politics/v057/57.3smith.pdf
March 5: Van De Walle and Bratton. 1994. “Neopatrimonial Regimes and Political Transitions in Africa”. World Politics. Vol.46, no.4. Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdfplus/2950715.pdf
Week 10:  Democratization II

March 8: Przeworski et al. – “What makes Democracy Endure?” Journal of Democracy, January 1996
March 10: No assignment. Work on Group Presentation Video Podcast. Video podcasts will be presented in class.
