Prof. Keiser
POSC 122
Fall 2008


Politics in America: Liberty and Equality

Overview:

Political Science 122 offers an introduction to how political scientists study American politics, particularly domestic politics.  This is not a course in current events; rather, it is a course in which historical and contemporary political issues and problems of governance (empirical data) are discussed to illustrate hypotheses about how politics works (theory) and to further refine these hypotheses.

At the founding of this nation there existed tensions between liberty and equality that we will trace to modern debates about small government vs. big government and conflicts between haves and have-nots.  We will examine the role of individual citizens in democracy as the components of public opinion, as voters and non-voters, and as members of the interest groups and social movements that influence public policy.  We will then examine the role of political parties in creating electoral accountability through the nomination and election of presidents and members of Congress. We will examine in depth the impact that popular social movements have on parties and the politics of compromise and coalition.  We will also look at the constitutionally designed sharing of powers between the Congress and the Presidency and discuss the deadlock of divided government and its numerous implications for American politics.   Finally, we will examine the factors that seem to explain our current political alignment and are likely to predict the future leadership and direction of our country, for better or worse.

All readings are drawn from textbooks for sale in the bookstore (or far less expensively on the internet) or are on e-reserve.  Recommended readings are not required but they will provide useful insight and depth.

Goals:

· One goal of this course is to give students a solid grasp of 20th century American political history and provide a foundation for informed citizenship in the 21st century.

· A second goal is to introduce students to social science inquiry, specifically to the logic of hypothesis formation and testing about causation.  What is the role of institutional rules in explaining electoral outcomes such as divided government?  What is the role of individual attributes, like race, class or gender in political affiliation or electoral behavior?  What about factors like region or culture? And does membership in organizations like unions or parties explain behavior?

Grading:

Exams will be given at the midterm (20% of grade) and end of term (40% of grade).  There will also be a research paper of approximately ten pages (30%). Remainder of the grade will be comprised by class attendance and grades on unannounced quizzes.  One quiz grade will be dropped.

My grading standards are as follows: 

A= excellent quality work that goes beyond the material as presented.

B= good quality work, complete comprehension of all materials, not merely in their constituent parts but in a holistic manner. Spelling, grammar, and punctuation are flawless. 

C= fair quality work, an ability to regurgitate some important aspects of some materials covered in the course but unfamiliarity with other equally important parts.

D= poor quality work, little demonstration of understanding of the material as evidenced by inaccurate and confused discussions of the subject and an incomplete approach.

Any evidence of cheating or plagiarism will be grounds for failure. 

If you have questions about the readings or the lectures (which are not redundant), please come to my office.  My office is 417 Willis, office hours are Tuesday and Thursday 10:30-12:00; no appointments are necessary during office hours.  This is your time, just drop in.  For meetings at other times, I am glad to make an appointment.  My office phone is 222-4122, and my e-mail is rkeiser@carleton.edu.
Syllabus:

The Rhetoric of American Populisms

9/17: 
Two speeches by Franklin D. Roosevelt , http://www.hpol.org/fdr/inaug, 

http://www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/od2ndst.html
Q: Find passages from each speech that illustrate FDR’s economic populism.  Where does he portray himself as the leader of the many against an evil few (populism) and where does he make it clear that the evil few are specifically from the world of commerce, banking and industry?  How does he portray the many?

America’s Right Turn: The Repudiation of Liberalism

9/19:
W. C. Berman, America’s Right Turn (course text), ch.1

N. Rae, “The South and American Party Factionalism”
Q: What are the 4 factions of the Democratic party and their defining features? What does the author mean when he distinguishes between economic issues and social/cultural issues? How did the party that won by a landslide in 1964 lose the presidency in every subsequent election but one until 1992?

9/22:
T. Edsall, “Race” and Berman, ch. 2

Recommended: J. Kasarda, “Urban Industrial Transition”

Q: Who was Governor George Wallace?  How does his career capture the difficulties that the Democrats faced in keeping together the FDR coalition in the post LBJ world?  You may want to find an obituary of the man rather than relying on the first hit of your web browser.

Reagan Articulates Modern Conservatism

9/24:
N. Rae, “The Democrats’ Presidential Weakness” and Berman, ch. 3


9/26:
Berman, chs. 4-5

9/29:
Ginsberg and Shefter, “The Republican Offensive”
Berman, ch. 6

10/1: 
Berman, ch. 7 and Conclusion 

K. Baer, “Counting on Clinton”

Recommended: P. Starobin, “Party Hoppers,” National Journal (2/7/08), 276-281.

10/3: T. Frank, chs. 2, 5, 6, 10. Recommended: Dreyfuss, “Just the Beginning”

Theories of U.S. Democracy

10/6:
Pluralist Theory: T. Dye and H. Zeigler, The Irony of Democracy (course text), ch. 1 and Federalist Paper #10

10/8: 
Elitist Theory: Dye and Ziegler, ch. 5 and 9 and find the following:


M. Oreskes, “Study Finds ‘Astonishing’ Indifference to Elections,” NYT, 5/6/90; A. Jones, “Survey Finds that Americans Want News,” NYT, 7/15/90; R. Toner, “Turned Off by Politics,” NYT 11/7/90.

10/10: Dye and Ziegler, chs. 4 and 6.

10/13:
 Pluralist Rejoinder: Parties not Individuals

A. Downs, “The Statics and Dynamics of the American Party System”

10/15:
Elitist Rejoinder: J. Judis, “The Pressure Elite;” Dye and Zeigler, ch. 7.

10/17: J. Rauch, “Bipolar Disorder;” J. Jackson and N. Clayton, “Leaders and Followers.” 

Assignment due at start of class, two typed pages maximum, double spaced, worth two points on the midterm, you may receive two, one or zero for your effort, no prior assistance will be offered by the instructor: How do the realities of the relationship between elites and those they represent that are portrayed in the Judis, Rauch and Jackson/Clayton articles contradict the logic that is painstakingly explained in the Downs article?  Summarize the Downs’ view and explain why the subsequent readings of the past two classes represent a challenge to the Downsian perspective.

10/20:
MIDTERM BREAK

10/22: MIDTERM EXAMINATION
Elections American Style

10/24: Discussion of Research Project on Congressional Elections


Dye and Zeigler, chs. 8 and D. Frum, “The Elite Primary,” Atlantic (11/95).

10/27: Library Session on Electoral Politics research


H. Hertzberg, “This Must Be the Place,” New Yorker (1/31/00). Refresh your memory of the 2008 Iowa Caucus and New Hampshire primary results.

10/29:
Dye and Zeigler, chs. 10-11.

10/31: Dye and Ziegler, chs. 12 and 13
11/3: R. Cook, “Suburbia”
11/5:
Abramson, Aldrich and Rohde, ch. 3
Democracy without Citizens? Options for Reform?

11/7:
First Draft of Paper due in class. Bring 3 copies.  Penalty for failure to follow these directions.

11/10: Crenson and Ginsberg, ch. 7, Dye and Ziegler, ch. 15.

11/12:
More revision of research papers.
11/14:
M. Fiorina, Culture War? ch. 9.

