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Political Science 122: Politics in America -- Liberty and Equality
Carolyn Wong

403 Willis Hall

Office hours: M, W: 1:30-3 p.m.; and by appointment
Email: cwong@carleton.edu, or Phone: 507-646-4680
The course is designed to teach you about the basic principles and practice of American politics.  You will study the writings of some of the most important scholars in the political science tradition.  You will become familiar with well-known theories of American politics, modern political history, and contemporary issues in American politics.  You will also practice skills of political analysis through written exercises and class discussions.  And you will learn about some techniques to analyze quantitative political data, including opinion surveys and election results.   
Required books:
Dahl, Robert A., How Democratic is the American Constitution, Yale, 2002.

Edsall, Thomas Byrne with Mary D. Edsall, Chain Reaction: The Impact of Race, Rights, and Taxes on American Politics, Norton, 1992. 

Kernell, Samuel, and Gary C. Jacobson, The Logic of American Politics, 3rd edition, Congressional Quarterly, 2006.

Kernell, Samuel, and Steven Smith, eds., Principles and Practice of American Politics: Classic and Contemporary Readings, 3rd edition, Congressional Quarterly, 2007. 

Riker, William H., The Art of Political Manipulation, Yale, 1986. 

Other required readings are on E-reserve.
Requirements 
 The course requirements with due dates are listed in the Schedule of Topics and Readings below.  In general, the readings assignments are substantial, and the course moves quickly through quite a bit of material.  To keep up, be sure to complete all assigned readings before class.  Keep in mind, this class will be most interesting to you and others if you are prepared for class, curious about ideas, and help to make our discussions probing and lively.  Being an active and effective participant requires an attitude of intellectual engagement.  
On Mondays and Wednesdays, we will combine lecture with class discussion.  There will be 2-page papers due on most Fridays, and on Fridays the format of class will resemble a workshop.  You will be asked at various times to tell the class about what you argued in your paper due that day.  Toward the latter part of the course, we will have a few in-class oral exercises instead of papers due on Fridays.
Learning to write analytically about politics will be one of your major goals in this class.  To practice the skills of political analysis and effective writing, you will have short papers due most weeks.  I do not want you to simply summarize or synthesize the week’s readings in these short papers.  The idea is to apply one or more principles discussed in the readings to a specific problem or issue that was not fully discussed in the reading already.  In order words, strive to show some originality in your thinking.  Develop your political-analytical skills through these exercises.  Always make an argument in your papers.  
The take-home midterm and self-scheduled final exam include multiple essay questions, and you should follow the same guidelines for writing these essays as for the short papers.   In addition to the points outlined in the previous paragraph, keep in mind these guidelines: 1) address a question, not just a vague topic; 2) make an argument; 3) write in a logical manner, always providing evidence to back up your argument. 
Grading

Your final grade will be based on a total of 180 points, which is the maximum number of points that can be earned in assignments not counting 5 extra credit points (the optional assignment is described below).  As the term progresses, I may add one more extra credit assignment not already listed in the syllabus, such as an exercise or field trip.  Your point total as a percentage of 180 points corresponds with the following letter grade:
A: 95-100%; A-: 90-94.9%; B+: 88-89.9%; B: 84-87.8%; B-: 80-83.9%;
C+: 78-79.9%; C: 74-79.9%; C-: 70-73.9%; D: 60-69.9%; F < 60%

Components of your final grade:  
            Maximum point allotments listed for each component:
Short papers and in-class exercises: 40 

Midterm exam: 40
Final exam: 50
Overall participation: 30
Debate, 9th week: 20

Extra credit assignment:  Up to 5 points
Overall participation grade: this is based on attendance, my evaluation of

how well prepared you are for classes, and how actively and effectively you participate in class.  It is important to listen carefully as well as speak clearly to receive an excellent or very good participation grade.
Debate grade: The class will form groups for a debate in 9th week. Half of you grade will be a grade assigned to you debate group as a whole;
The other half of the grade will be based on individual performance.

Your grade in the debate of the 9th week will be based on the thoroughness of your preparation and clarity of verbal argument, as well as your ability to respond to questions.  To earn an “A”, you must show that you did considerable work to investigate details or nuances of the various positions that will be taken in the debate, pro and con.  Your oral presentation should be clear and compelling.  To earn a “B” or “B+”, you must demonstrate adequate knowledge of the topic and careful preparation.  I do not expect students to be polished debaters or experts in the topic under discussion. 

Criteria for grading of papers:  
The grade of “A” is rarely given.  A paper earning a grade of “A” will be exceptional in its originality and persuasiveness.  It must be written with clarity and precision.  Such a paper must have a clear argument, present convincing evidence, discuss counter-arguments, and a draw an appropriate conclusion.

A paper earning a “B” must present a clearly identifiable argument, spell out the logic of the argument, and provide supportive evidence.  Merely presenting the author’s opinion is not sufficient to earn a B.  Further, the paper must be organized in a logical manner, and errors in syntax, grammar, and spelling will lower your grade.
Late papers will receive a grade penalty of 10% per day unless you provide written documentation of a serious illness or emergency.

Academic honesty:
You are not permitted to discuss or collaborate in any way on the midterm or final exam. You are encouraged, on the other hand, to discuss the short-paper assignments and in-class simulations with your classmates; however, each student must submit his or her own independent work.  For all papers, bibliographic sources must be carefully documented.  Instances of possible plagiarism will be investigated, and if the student is found to have violated rules of academic honesty, the violation will be penalized according to policies of the College.  
Schedule of Topics and Readings
Week 1.  Designing Institutions
     3/26   Introduction to Course
     3/28   Collective Action
               Kernell and Jacobson, Logic of American Politics, ch. 1
     3/30   Discussion of  2 page paper due in class (1double spaced, 1-inch margins). 
               In Principles and Practice of  American Politics, read ch. 1: 1-1 (Olson), 
              1-2 (Hardin), and 1-3 (Putnam).
                In your paper, identify a collective action problem in a local community
                setting.  Choose a community familiar to you – e.g. your hometown or
                neighborhood, a voluntary association, Northfield, or the Carleton campus
               community.
                How has a social arrangement or institution been designed to solve

                the collective action problem?  How well does the institutions work? 

                5 points maximum
Week 2. Constitution, part I
4/2 Overview of Constitutional principles
       Logic of American Politics, ch 2 
4/4 Critiques of the Constitution
      How Democratic is the American Constitution, ch. 1-3
      4/6: Discussion of 2 page paper due in class. 
              Read Federalist No. 10 and 51 in Principles and Practices of American Politics.

              Comment on Kathleen Sullivan’s essay, “The Contemporary Relevance of

              The Federalist” in Brinkley et al, New Federalist Papers, Norton, 1997.
              How does Madison’s argument for a strong federal government bear on

              criticisms of “big government”? Illustrate your argument with your own

              analysis of a contemporary issue in the national  news.  
              5 points maximum
Week 3.  Constitution, part II; Federalism 

4/9 How Democratic is the American Constitution, ch. 4-6
4/11 Logic of American Politics, ch. 3.        

           Kettl, “Federalism: Battles on the Front Lines of Public Policy” in

           Principles and Practice of American Politics, 3-2
   4/13. Participatory Democracy, Civic Indifference, Unconventional Politics
            Rimmerman, The New Citizenship, 3rd edition, Westview, 2005, ch. 2-4
            Discussion: Do some institutions create disincentives for participation?
                                What can be done to increase civic engagement?

            No paper due this week
Extra credit -- a weekend project, 2 options:

1) Optional field trip, Saturday, April 14. DFL Ward 6 Convention in Saint Paul.
2) Optional film viewing, Norma Rae, time and place to be arranged
       Write a 2 page commentary on either the field trip or the film, due 4/16 in class. 

       What kinds of collective action problems did you observe on the field trip or in 

        the story depicted by the film? How did institutional arrangements bear on the

        collective action problem(s)?

 5 points maximum.  Average points to be assigned:  3.5
Week 4. Civil rights; Liberty and Equality 
4/16 Discuss field trip and Norma Rae film. 

        Logic of American Politics, pp. 112-132
4/18 Edsall and Edsall, Chain Reaction, ch. 1-6. 
       4/20. Kinder and Mendelberg, ”Individualism Reconsidered,”

                  in Sears et al, Racialized Politics: The Debate about Racism

                  in America, Chicago, 1999.
          Discuss your 2-page papers commenting on the film American Blackout.     

           Your paper should analyze the source of inequalities in citizen’s access to the
           vote.
           Why do these problems persist?  What solution do you propose?

           5 points maximum.  
   A take-home midterm examination will be distributed on 4/20. It is due on Saturday,
   4/28 no later than 5 p.m.  The exam consists of essays. 40 points maximum.
Week 5. Congress, part I
4/23 Logic of American Politics, ch. 6
4.25 Art of Political Manipulation, Preface, ch. 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 9.
4/27 Brady and Volden, Revolving Gridlock, 2nd edition, Westview, 2007, ch. 2.

              Discussion of you 2-page paper due in class:
        Read Brinkley’s short essay, “The Challenge to Deliberative Democracy”, 

        ch. 4 in Brinkley et al, New Federalist Papers.  Brinkley writes:
           “The vehicle available to us is a representative democracy – the chaotic,

              Frustrating, easily corrupted, but ultimately indispensable system by

              Which our society seeks to resolve its differences and chart its future.”

              (p. 27).  

      In your paper answer this question: Is “revolving gridlock” a built-in feature of our representative democracy that is “indispensable” in the sense Brinkley suggests?  Does Riker, or do Brady and Volden illuminate this question for you?
             5 points maximum
Week 6. Congress part I; Presidency, part II
4/30 No class

5/2   Logic of American Politics, ch. 7
       Wong, Lobbying for Inclusion, Stanford, 2006, ch. 1-2
       Preparation for simulation assignment

5/4  In-class simulation: Immigration coalitions and bargaining in Congress
        Instructions for this class exercise to be distributed in advance
         5 points maximum
Week 7.  Presidency part II; Federal Judiciary, part I
5/7 Graubard, Command of Office, Basic Books, 2004, ch. 1, 20, 21
5/9 Logic of American Politics, ch. 9
            Epstein and Knight, The Choices Judges Make,
            Congressional Quarterly, 1998, ch. 1
      5/11 In-class simulation: The Supreme Court and immigration politics at

              the state and local level
              Instructions for this class exercise to be distributed in advance
              5 points maximum
Week 8. Federal Judiciary Part II; Opinion; Voting, Campaigns, Elections, Part I
      5/14 Epstein and Knight, The Choices Judges Make, ch. 3
5/16  Logic of American Politics, 10 and 11 
         Demonstration of software tools to analyze opinion data. 

         American Election Survey, 2006 pilot study

         Meet in computer lab
5/18  Graphical views of political data.
         Demonstration of on-line analysis of political maps

         Meet in computer lab
               No paper due this week
Week 9. Voting, Campaigns, and Elections, part II
5/21  Principles and Practice of American Politics: 10-1 (Asher), 10-4 (Fiorina), 
          11-1 (Popkin); 11-2 (Jacobson); 11-3 (West)
5/23  Hill, American Voter Turnout: An Institutional Perspective, 

             Westview, 2006. ch. 3, 4
5/25  Political geography.  
          We will discuss your 4-page papers, which are due today.  
          Your paper assignment is the following:
          Using an online interactive mapping tool (demonstration previous week in class),   

          devise a political-geographic strategy to win the 2008 presidential election.
          First, develop the strategy imagining that you are a Democratic candidate. 
          Next, come up with a different strategy assuming you are a Republican candidate.  
          Consider the primary season as well as the general election. Describe your

          ideological viewpoint and policy preferences. Then describe your electoral
          strategy and why you’ve adopted this strategy (for each hypothetical candidate).
          10 points maximum.

Week 10.  Parties, Groups, and the Media
5/28 Logic of American Politics, ch 12; 
         Principles and Practice of American Politics 12-1 (Aldrich), Bartels (12-1), 
         Vallely (12-3)
      5/30  Class Debate on Institutional Reform: How to Enhance Formal Participation in

               Politics? 
               Proportional vs. majoritarian voting.  Issues of citizen’s access to the vote.

               Instructions for debate to be distributed. 20 points maximum
       6/1 Principles and Practice of American Politics, 13-1 (Schattschneider), 

              13-2 (Wright); Logic of American Politics, ch. 14

              Conclusions

               The final examination will be self-scheduled.  50 points maximum.
PAGE  
1

