Carleton College- Fall 2004

POSC 170: International Relations and World Politics
Instructor: Noha Shawki

E-mail Address: NShawki@carleton.edu

Office: Willis Hall 413

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00-10:30 and by appointment
Course Description

This course is an introductory overview of international relations. We will begin the term by looking at the origins of the international system and at the context of international relations today, which has been significantly transformed with the end of the Cold War, the emergence of new actors in world politics and the changing role of the state. After this overview, our attention will shift to the paradigms of international relations: Realism, liberalism, feminism and constructivism. Then, starting in week three of the term, we will discuss the major areas of research in international relations: War and international conflict/international security, international political economy, foreign policy and decision-making, and international organization and cooperation. Finally, we will discuss some of the current and controversial issues in international relations today: population and environmental issues, human rights, and the issue of identity. Throughout the semester we will try to explore how many of these issue are interlinked and how profoundly they affect our lives.
Course Policies and Expectations

The course will combine reading assignments, writing assignments, a final exam and a requirement to attend class and participate regularly. The purpose of including different types of assignments/requirements is to accommodate different learning styles.

It is essential that you complete all of the assigned readings. You may find some of the assigned readings quite challenging. I will go over these readings in class and help you grasp them. Please do not hesitate to ask questions about any materials you have difficulties with.

Since class participation will be a very important component of the class, it is essential that all class discussions, debates and other activities take place in a very respectful and civil manner. We will be discussing very controversial and contentious issues throughout the term and there will inevitably be disagreements. For this reason it is important to maintain a civil classroom environment that is conducive to fruitful debates. Incivility in the classroom will not be tolerated.

Late papers and memos will be penalized. You will lose half a letter grade for each day your essay is late up to a maximum of 1.5 letter grades, which means that it is ALWAYS worth it to submit a late paper. The only time when late papers will be accepted without penalty is in the case of illness; in that case you will need to provide a note from your doctor.

Assignments and Grades

The final grade in this class will be based on four types of assignments/requirements. 20% of the grade will be based on class participation, which will be an important component of this course. There will be two 4-5 page essays, each making up 15% of the final grade. There will also be two quizzes, each making up 15% of the final grade. Finally, 20% of the final grade will be based on the final exam.
Here is again a list of the requirements and percentages of the final grade:

Class Participation

200 points (20% of final grade)
Two Essays


150 points each; 300 points total (30% of final grade)

Two Quizzes


150 points each; 300 points total (30% of final grade)
Final Exam


200 points (20% of final grade)
Total



1000 points

Here is a description of each of these requirements:

Active Learning Exercises/Group Work/Participation

I intend to go beyond the traditional lectures in this class and to involve seminar participants as much as possible. There will be ample opportunity for you to actively participate in the class. I may also be asking you to lead class discussions and evaluate your performance as discussion leaders, so make sure that you have completed all the readings and are prepared for every class meeting. 20% of the grade will be based on the contribution of each student to the collective process of learning in which we will engage. This portion of the grade is not intended to be simply an attendance grade; rather, it will be based on the performance of students in class discussions, group work, …etc.

Essays

These two assignments are designed to give you the opportunity to reflect and comment on the assigned readings and the issues introduced in class. I will discuss each essay and give you some tips on writing it before it is due. I will also introduce you to some useful sources that you may find helpful when you are researching your essay.
Here are the topics for the essays.

Essay 1 (due on Friday, October 15th at the beginning of class)
In chapter 13 of Goldstein’s book, the author compares and contrasts different models of foreign assistance. Using a development program or project of your choice, explain which model it illustrates and what the advantages/strengths and disadvantages/weaknesses of that model are.
Essay 2 (due on Wednesday, November 10th at the beginning of class)
We have discussed one of the dilemmas associated with the pursuit of human rights worldwide, namely, the conflict that sometimes arises between universalism and cultural relativism. Use one example of an international or domestic issue or problem to illustrate the tension that exists between these two values. You should briefly describe the issue, explain why/how it is illustrative of the universalism vs. relativism debate and discuss the implications associated with approaching the issue from each perspective.
Quizzes

The quizzes will be taken at the beginning of a regularly scheduled class meeting. They will cover the issues discussed in the readings, lectures and class discussions. You will be expected to demonstrate familiarity with the key concepts introduced in the readings and to be able to provide brief overviews of the main points in the assigned readings.
Quiz 1 will be on Monday, September 27th
Quiz 2 will be on Wednesday, October 27th
Final Exam

On the final exam, which will be comprehensive and closed-book, you will be expected to be familiar with the key concepts introduced in class and in the readings and to be able to give an informed analysis of and a reasoned opinion on issues and problems in international relations.
Readings
We will use three books in this class.
Karen A. Mingst/Jack L. Snyder (eds.), Essential Readings in World Politics. W.W. Norton & Company: 2001
ISBN 0393976971

Joshua S. Goldstein, International Relations (5th Edition).Longman: 2004

ISBN 0321195507

John Rourke, Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Issues in World Politics. McGraw-Hill/Dushkin: 2004

ISBN 0072845155

The vast majority of the assigned readings are in these three books. The other reading materials will be available on reserve.
Syllabus and Reading Schedule

Week 1: Introduction: The New Context of IR
Monday, September 13th: What Is IR?
No readings
Wednesday, September 15th: Overview; the Sources and the End of the Cold War
- Goldstein, Chapter 1: Understanding International Relations
- Hedley Bull, “Does Order Exist in World Politics?”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 4: The International System

- George Kennan, “The Sources of Soviet Conduct”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 1: Approaches and History
John Lewis Gaddis, “The Long Peace: Elements of Stability in the Post-War International System”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 1: Approaches and History
Friday, September 17th: The Changing Nature and Role of the Nation-State
- The Economist, “The Nation State is Dead. Long Live the Nation State”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 5: The State
- Anne-Marie Slaughter, “The Real New World Order”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 5: The State

- Margaret Keck and Kathryn Sikkink, “Transnational Advocacy Networks in International Politics: Introduction”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 9: Quest for Global Governance

- Taking Sides, Issue 2: Will State Sovereignty Survive Globalism?
Week 2: Competing Approaches to the Study of International Relations
Monday, September 20th: Realism
Stephen Walt, “International Relations: One World, Many Theories”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 2: Contending Perspectives
- Goldstein, Chapter 2
- Suresht Bald, [Thucydides’] “Melian Dialogue”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 1: Approaches and History
- Hans Morgenthau, “A Realist Theory of International Relations” and “Political Power”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 2: Contending Perspectives
- Kenneth Waltz, “Political Structures” and “Anarchic Orders and Balances of Power, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 3: New Frontiers in International Political Theory

Wednesday, September 22nd: Liberalism
- Goldstein, Chapter 3, pp. 115-126
- Michael Doyle, “Liberalism and World Politics”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 2: Contending Perspectives

- Woodrow Wilson, “The Fourteen Points”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 1: Approaches and History
Friday, September 24th: Feminism and Constructivism
- Goldstein, Chapter 3, pp. 126-142
- J. Ann Tickner, “Man, the State, and War: Gendered Perspectives on National Security”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 2: Contending Perspectives

- J. Ann Tickner, “You Just Don’t Understand: Troubled Engagement Between Feminists and IR Theorists”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 3: New Frontiers in International Political Theory
- John Gerard Ruggie, “What Makes the World Hang Together? Neo-Utilitarianism and the Social Constructivist Challenge, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 3: New Frontiers in International Political Theory
- Taking Sides, Issue 15: Would World Affairs Be More Peaceful if Women Dominated Politics?
Week 3: War and International Conflict/International Security
Monday, September 27th: International Conflict
- Goldstein, Chapter 5
- Carl von Clausewitz, “War as an Instrument of Policy”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 7: War and Strife
Quiz 1 Today

Wednesday, September 29th: The Use of Force and Weapons of Mass Destruction
Goldstein, Chapter 6
John Muller, “The Essential Irrelevance of Nuclear Weapons: Stability in the Postwar World”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 7: War and Strife

Jaswant Singh, “Against Nuclear Apartheid”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 7: War and Strife

Taking Sides, Issue 8: Should North Korea’s Arms Program Evoke a Hard-Line Response?
Friday, October 1st: Realist and Liberalist Views on War and Peace
- Immanuel Kant, “To Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 11: The Democratic Peace Debate

- Christopher Layne, “Kant or Cant: The Myth of the Democratic Peace”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 11: The Democratic Peace Debate

Week 4: (International) Conflict/Globalization and International Political Economy
Monday, October 4th: Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict
- Susanne Hoeber Rudolph and Lloyd Rudolph, “Modern Hate”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 10: Nationalism
-Stephen Van Evera, “Hypotheses on Nationalism and War”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 10: Nationalism

- Edward Luttwak, “Give War a Chance”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 7: War and Strife

Wednesday, October 6th: Globalization
- David Held, Anthony McGrew et al, “Globalization”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 12: Globalization and Globalizing Issues

- Goldstein, Chapter 10, pp. 394-411

- Thomas Friedman, “The Backlash”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 12: Globalization and Globalizing Issues

- Foreign Policy, “Lori’s War”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 6: The Individual
- Taking Sides, Issue 1: Is Globalization Likely to Create a Better World?

Friday, October 8th: International Political Economy: Overview
- Goldstein, Chapter 8 and Chapter 9

- Robert Gilpin, “The Nature of Political Economy”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 8: International Political Economy

Week 5: International Political Economy
Monday, October 11th: Theoretical perspectives on Underdevelopment
- Goldstein, Chapter 12

- Andre Gunder Frank, “The Development of Underdevelopment”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 2: Contending Perspectives

- Immanuel Wallerstein, “the Rise and Future Demise of the World Capitalist System: Concepts for Comparative Analysis, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 4: The International System

Wednesday, October 13th: International Development
- Goldstein, Chapter 13
- UN Development Programme, “Globalization with A Human Face”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 12: Globalization and Globalizing Issues
- Nancy Birdsall, “Life is Unfair: Inequality in the World”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 8: International Political Economy

- Devesh Kapur, “The IMF: A Cure or a Curse?”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 8: International Political Economy

Friday, October 15th: Discussion: Can the Poorest Countries of the World Develop Under the Current International Economic System?
- Taking Sides, Issue 9: Is Free Economic Interchange Beneficial?

- Taking Sides, Issue 10: Should the Rich Countries Forgive All the Debt Owed by the Poor Countries?
- Taking Sides, Issue 17: Do International Financial Organizations Require Radical Reform?

Essay 1 Due Today

Week 6: Foreign Policy and Decision-Making
Monday, October 18th: No Class
Wednesday, October 20th: Overview; the Individual
- Goldstein, Chapter 4
Margaret Hermann and Joe Hagan, “International Decision Making: Leadership Matters, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 6: The Individual

Friday, October 22nd: Competing Decision-Making Models
- Greg Cashman, What Causes War? An Introduction to Theories of International Conflict. Lexington Books, 1993, pp. 77-123 (on reserve)
Week 7: International Organization and Cooperation/Current and Controversial Issues in International Relations
Monday, October 25th: Overview; the United Nations
- Goldstein, Chapter 7

- The Economist, “Reforming the United Nations: Pope Kofi’s Unruly Flock”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 9: Quest for Global Governance

- Taking Sides, Issue 18: Should the United States Ratify the International Criminal Court Treaty?

Wednesday, October 27th: Realist and Liberalist Perspectives on International Institutions
- Michael Glennon, “The New Interventionism: The Search for a Just International Law”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 9: Quest for Global Governance

- John Mearshheimer, “The False Promise of International Institutions”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 9: Quest for Global Governance

- Taking Sides, Issue16: Should the United Nations Be Given Stronger Peacekeeping Capabilities?”
Quiz 2 Today

Friday, October 29th: Population and the Environment
- Goldstein, Chapter 11

- Lester Brown and Brian Halweil, “Breaking Out or Breaking Down”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 12: Globalization and Globalizing Issues

- Taking Sides, Issue 11: Are patents on HIV/AIDS Drugs Unfair to Poor Countries?
- Taking Sides, Issue 19: Do Environmentalists Overstate Their Case?

Week 8: International Policy Problems/Current and Controversial Issues in International Relations
Monday, November 1st: Human Rights
- The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (on reserve)
- United Nations Development Programme, Human Development Report 2000: Human Rights and Human Development. New York/Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000; Chapter 2 (on reserve)
Wednesday, November 3rd: Human Rights
- Amartya Sen, “Universal Truths: Human Rights and the Westernizing Illusion”, in: Mingst, Snyder, Chapter 12: Globalization and Globalizing Issues
- Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Moral Issues. Issue 1: Is Morality Relative to Culture? Dushkin and McGarw/Hill, 2003 (on reserve)
Friday, November 5th: Identity in World Politics
- Samuel Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations?”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 4: The International System

- The Economist, “The Man in the Baghdad Café: Which ‘Civilization’ You Belong to Matters Less Than You Might Think”, in: Mingst/Snyder, Chapter 4: The International System

- John Bowen, “The Myth of Global Ethnic Conflict?”, in: Journal of Democracy 7/4, 1996, pp. 3-14 (on reserve)
Week 9: International Policy Problems/Current and Controversial Issues in International Relations: Regional Issues
Monday, November 8th: The Middle East and the War on Terrorism
- Goldstein, Charting American’s Response, pp. 52-69
- Taking Sides, Issue 3: Will the “Bush Doctrine” Promote a More Secure World?

- Taking Sides, Issue 7: Was the War with Iraq Unjustified?

- Taking Sides, Issue 13: Are Military Means the Best Way to Defeat Terrorism?

Wednesday, November 10th: Europe
- Goldstein, Chapter 10, pp. 379-394
- Robert Lieber, Eagle Rules? Foreign Policy and American Primacy in the Twenty-First Century. Prentice Hall, 2002, Chapter 4 (on reserve)
- Taking Sides, Issue 4: Should the United States Continue to Encourage a United Europe?
Essay 2 due

Friday, November 12th: China
- Robert Lieber, Eagle Rules? Foreign Policy and American Primacy in the Twenty-First Century. Prentice Hall, 2002, Chapter 9 (on reserve)

- Richard Bernstein and Ross Munro, The Coming Conflict with America, in: Foreign Affairs 76/2, 1997, pp. 18-32 (on reserve)
- Robert Ross, Beijing as a Conservative Power, in: Foreign Affairs 76/2, 1997, pp. 33-44 (on reserve)
- Gerald Segal, Does China Matter, in: Foreign Affairs 78/5, 1999, pp. 24-36 (on reserve)
- Minxin Pei, China’s Governance Crisis, in: Foreign Affairs 81/5, 2002, pp. 96-109 (on reserve)
Week 10:
Monday, November 15th: Conclusions: What Have We Learned?
No Readings

Wednesday, November 17th: Review

No Readings
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