Political Science 210/310: Politics Across Borders
Fall Term 2007

Carolyn Wong

cwong@carleton.edu
Office: 403 Willis, Phone: 646-4680
Office hours:  Weds. 9-10:30 a.m.; Thursday 3:30-5:00 p.m.; and by appointment
This seminar explores forms of politics that extend across sovereign borders.  In particular, the class examines the politics of regulating international migration and refugee flows, the politics of defining boundaries between citizens and non-citizens in liberal polities, cross-border political activism, and philosophical debates on the rights of non-citizens in democratic states.  We focus mainly on dilemmas that the United States faces when admitting immigrants and refugees as residents and in its relations with sovereign “first” nations within its own territory. However, the conceptual frameworks we study are useful for understanding these issues in countries other than the U.S.  We consider the nature of refugee and indigenous politics in Australia and Canada, for example.
One aim of the course is to learn how social categories differentiate outsiders and insiders in politics.  We draw parallels between the categories of external and internal “exiles.” The category “exile” in popular discourse usually refers to political refugees who enter a country from places external to it, but some authors suggest that indigenous peoples were constructed as internal exiles in American history.  
The class also examines how international migrants and their descendents seek to find political-cultural spaces for survival, self-expression, and group mobilization to demand fair and just treatment.  Migration brings about an encounter of different cultures with the potential for creative synergy.  Migrants may bring new and innovative thinking about democracy and its practice to communities where they settle.  We analyze the conditions under which the potential benefits can be realized.

Students may enroll in either Political Science 210 or 310.  Sophomores should in almost all cases enroll for Political Science 210.  Juniors and seniors may enroll for either Political Science 210 or 310.    Whether students enroll in the 200- or 300-level course, all students will have the same reading assignments.  The instructor will evaluate each student’s class participation according to the same standard, no matter whether the student enrolled in POSC 210 or 310.  
The writing requirements differ, however.   If you enroll in Political Science 310, you will write an independent research paper (17-20 pages) that can be later revised to fulfill your comps requirement in political science.  To ensure that the research is well-designed, you will submit a proposal for your project in the 6th week.  If you enroll in Political Science 210, you will write three 5-page essays that synthesize and critique the course readings.  No independent research is required.  These essays will respond to a prompt, which will be distributed one week before the due date.
The seminar emphasizes participation by all students in class discussions.  The instructor will often present material to help you understand the assigned readings in the context of a broader body of scholarship.  But it is the responsibility of each student to make the seminar interesting and lively.  This means you must read each assignment carefully before class, prepare notes of questions and comments you wish to raise, and actively contribute to our group conversation   You will be asked to critically analyze the texts and think about how the implications of each author’s argument.  Be prepared to discuss these questions for each reading:  

1. What is the argument?  What are the logical steps of the argument? Does the author propose a theory?   Can you identify normative assumptions or philosophical foundations of the argument?  What is the evidence?  

2. Do you find the argument compelling?  What are its strengths and weaknesses?  

3. How does the argument in this text stand up alongside the arguments of other authors we are reading in this class (or arguments made in other texts you have read)?   
4. How well do the theory and/or findings “travel”?  i.e. Are they helpful if we want to understand important questions or phenomena not directly addressed in this text?  
For each class meeting, we will start by addressing the several questions grouped under “1” above.   The instructor will randomly ask one or more students to answer those initial questions.  Then we will proceed to discuss “2”, “3”, and “4”, but focusing on a set of more narrowly tailored questions pertinent to the week’s readings.  Here is how this process will work:  For each class, two students will have signed up to prepare and distribute by email three discussion questions for each reading; the three questions should relate to categories “3”, “4”, and “5”, respectively.  A question related to category “3”, for example, can propose a provocative answer to one question listed under “3” and ask students to evaluate the truth or falsity of the proposed answer.  If there are three readings, there must be nine questions; if there are two readings, there will be six questions.  
The set of questions must be sent out to the class email list by 4 p.m. on the afternoon before the class meeting at which these questions will be discussed.  In the morning or early afternoon of that day (the day before class), the instructor will consult with the two students who are preparing the questions.  We will possibly revise the questions before they are sent out to the class, and we will exchange ideas about how the two students can help facilitate the upcoming seminar.  
Policy on academic honesty

Each written assignment must be the product of your own independent work.  You are encouraged to discuss ideas for your papers with classmates, but you must write your papers on your own.  Be sure to consult the new College handbook (2007) on academic honesty for details on submission of written work.
Group oral presentations

Each student will join a working group that will give an oral presentation in the 9th or 10th week.  Because this is a group project, you will collaborate on the content and style of the entire presentation.  However, you should be sure that each member of your group has an equal amount of time to present the themes and empirical findings he or she has thought about and articulated in individual writing assignments for this class.  Time management is important when you make your presentation.  Half your grade for your oral presentation will be a group grade; half will reflect the instructor’s evaluation of your individual contribution to the group oral presentation.
Required Texts
Lawrence D. Bobo and Mia Tuan.  2006.  Prejudice in Politics: Group Position, Public Opinion, and the Wisconsin Treaty Rights Dispute. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard.  

Bülent Diken and Carsten Bagge Lautsen.  2005.  The Culture of Exception: Sociology Facing the Camp. London: UK: Routledge.
David Held and Mathias Koenig-Archibugi, eds,  2003. Taming Globalization: Frontiers of Governance,. Cambridge, UK: Polity.

Duncan Ivison, Paul Patton and Will Sander. 2000.  Political Theory and the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  Cambridge, UK: Cambridge.

Philip Marfleet. 2006.  Refugees in a Global Era.  New York: Palgrave.
Milagros Peña, 2003. Latina Activists across Borders: Women’s Grassroots Organizing in Mexico and Texas. Durham, North Carolina: Duke.
Additional articles and book chapters assigned are available on e-reserve.
Preparing Questions for Class Discussions
As described above, each student will work with one other student and the instructor to prepare several discussion questions for at least one and probably two class meetings over the course of the term.  These questions must be distributed to the class by 4 p.m. the day before class.
Writing requirements
        POSC 210 –  Three 5-page essays.
                                    Due on 10/5 at 12 noon; 11/2  at 12 noon; and 11/18 at 12 noon.
        POSC 310 –   Original research paper, 17-20 pages in length.

                                     A four-page proposal for the paper is due on October 18th in class.

                                     The final paper is due 11/18 at 12 noon.
        Submit your paper to me by email (to cwong@carleton.edu) and send a copy to yourself   

as documentation that you submitted the paper on time.  The page lengths specified above do not include bibliographies or appendices.   Papers should be double-spaced.
        Late papers:  Unless you submit documentation of an emergency or illness, there is a one letter-grade penalty for each day your paper is late.  The first late day begins immediately after the paper is due (the same day).
  Group oral presentation
You will join one of three working groups, which will meet throughout the term at least once every two weeks.  Your group will give a panel presentation during Week 9 or 10.   This presentation will be on themes 1, 2 or 3 listed below.  Your main role on your panel will be to report on a paper written for this class.  The group as a whole will be responsible for leading a class discussion that ties together the themes of your individual papers and relates them to several readings assigned throughout the course.
.  
        Themes to be addressed by group panels
1) The politics of regulating migration and refugee flows and human rights-protection              

2) The participation of refugees and immigrants in democratic politics in countries of settlement
3) Globalization and its effects on minority political cultures
Grading 

     Class participation: 25%

     Group Presentation: 18%  (group grade 9%; individual grade 9%)
     Written exercises: 57%

         If enrolled in POSC 210:   Three 5-page papers; each counts for 19% of the final grade

         If enrolled in POSC 310:  The research proposal counts for 12% of final grade.
                                                    The research paper counts for 45% of final grade.
Schedule of Reading Assignments and Discussion Topics
Week 1:  Introduction
9/11    Overview of Course
9/13    Introduction to ethical and historical perspectives

             Held and Koenig-Archibugi, ch. 3 (Goodin)
             Marfleet, ch. 1
Week 2:  Globalization and Migration
9/18   Global inequalities and international regulation
             Held and Koenig-Archibugi, ch 2 (Stiglitz), ch 3 (Keohane), ch 6 (Held)
Wayne A. Cornelius and Marc R. Rosenblum. 2005. “Immigration and Politics”, Annual Review of Political Science Vol. 8, pp. 99-119. On e-reserves
Recommended:

Guy S. Goodwin-Gill and Jane McAdam. 2007. Refugee in International Law,  Third Edition. Oxford: UK: Oxford. ch. 2 (ch. 1, 3 available for reference). On e-reserves.

9/20    Involuntary migration -- causes, consequences, and policy
              Marfleet, ch. 2, 3, 4
Karen Jacobsen. 1996.  “Factors Influencing the Policy Responses of Host Governments to Mass Refugee Influxes”, International Migration Review, Vol. 30 (3), pp. 655-678.  On JSTOR
Week 3:  Ethics of Migration and Refugee Policy  
9/25  Liberal and communitarian arguments
Joseph H. Carens. 1992. “Migration and Morality: A Liberal Egalitarian     Perspective,” in Brian Barry and Robert E. Goodin, Free Movement: Ethical Issues in the Transnational Migration of People and Money.” University Park, Pennsylvania: Penn State, ch. 3. On e-reserves
Michael Walzer. 1981. “The Distribution of Membership,” in Peter G. Brown, and Henry Shue, Boundaries: National Autonomy and its Limits. New York: Rowman and Littlefield, ch. 1. On e-reserves

9/2 Debates on ethics (cont’d)
Judith Lichtenberg. 1981. “National Boundaries and Moral Boundaries: A Cosmopolitan View,” in Boundaries. ch. 3. On e-reserves
   Marfleet, ch. 7, 8
Week 4: Politics of Group Prejudice 
      10/2  Theories of group prejudice, politics of Native American treaty rights
           Bobo and Tuan, Prologue (pp. 1-13), ch. 2, 4
      10/4   Group prejudice (cont’d)
              Bobo and Tuan, ch. 5
          1st 5-page essay is due in class for students enrolled in POSC 210.      
Week 5:  Internal exiles
 10/9  Native Americans -- Internal colonization, sovereignty, minority nationalism
                    Ivison et al, ch. 3 (Tully), ch. 13 (Young), ch. 12 (Kymlicka)
      10/11 Indigenous land rights and self-government 
                        Ivison et al, ch. 11 (Pettit), ch. 9 (Bern and Dodds)      
Week 6:  Politics of Exception
   10/16  Social theory and the “camp”
                        Diken and Lausten, Culture of Exception, pp. 4 (last paragraph) - 9, ch. 1, 4    

   10/18  The “camp” and populist fears (cont’d)
                        Diken and Lausten, ch 5, 8
Anna Pratt and Mariana Valverde. 2002.  “From Deserving Victims to 'Masters of Confusion': Redefining Refugees in the 1990s,”Canadian Journal of Sociology, Vol. 27 (2), pp. 135-161.  On JSTOR
                   4-page research proposal is due for students enrolled in POSC 310.
Week 7:  Immigrants and Civil Society
10/23    Social capital and immigrants
Robert D. Putnam. 2007.  “E Pluribus Unum: Diversity and Community in the Twenty-first Century” (The 2006 Johan Skytte Prize Lecture), Scandinavian Political Studies Vol. 30 (2), pp. 137–174. 
http://www.blackwell-synergy.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1467-9477.2007.00176.x
Lisa García Bedolla. 2005.  Fluid Borders: Latino Power, Politics, and Identity in Los Angeles. Berkeley, California: University of California, ch. 1, 5.
On e-reserves
10/25   Autonationalism, binationalism and transnationalism 
Jeremy Hein.  2006.  Ethnic Origins: The Adaptation of Cambodian and Hmong Refugees in Four American Cities.  New York: Sage.  ch. 1, 2, 12.
Alan M. Klein. 1997 Baseball on the Border, Princeton, N.J.: Princeton, 
read ch. 1, skim ch. 2-6, read ch. 7 of online book preview.
http://books.google.com/books?id=WCZsaMqEnNAC&pg=PA253&lpg=PA253&dq=binationalism+border+political+science&source=web&ots=KnOW0m38ye&sig=MBmv7HxUfCcz3-_b5YKtOFWMG-M#PPP1,M1



Recommended: 

Paul Mattessich. 2000.  “Speaking for Themselves: A Survey of Hispanic, Hmong, Russian, and Somali Immigrants in Minneapolis-Saint Paul. “ Saint Paul, Minnesota: Wilder Research Center. http://eric.ed.gov/ERICDocs/data/ericdocs2sql/content_storage_01/0000019b/80/1a/0e/b0.pdf
Week 8:  Cross-border Grassroots Activism 
   10/30  Women’s grassroots organizing
         
             Peña, Introduction, ch. 1-2
   11/1     Grassroots organizing (cont’d)
                      Peña, ch. 3-5

           2nd 5-page essay is due in class for students enrolled in POSC 210.

Week 9: Ethnic and Gender Identity in a Global Age
  11/6   Ivison et al, ch. 8 (Smallacombe)
  Xiaoping Wu. 2003. “Ethnic Tourism – A Helicopter from ‘Huge Graveyard’ 

  to Paradise?” Hmong Studies Journal, Vol. 3. 

  http://members.aol.com/hmongstudies/HSJv3_Wu.html
   Lucia Ann McSpadden. 1999. “Negotiating Masculinity in the 

   Reconstruction of Social Space: Eritrean and Ethiopian Refugees in the

   United States and Sweden” in Doreen Indra, ed., Engendering       

   Forced Migration: Theory and Practice.  New York: Berghan. 
   On e-reserves   

   11/8   Group 1 Presentation

Week 10:  Group Presentations
11/13  Group 2 Presentation
11/15  Group 3  Presentations

Final Exam Period

On November 18th at 12 noon, research papers are due for students enrolled in POSC 310.  On the same day at12 noon, the 3rd essay is also due for students enrolled in POSC 210.
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