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Carleton College

Department of Political Science

Spring Trimester, 2006

POSC 217 U.S. State Politics

Russell L. Hanson


Tue:  3:30-5:00 p.m.

Willis 406


Wed: 3:30-5:00 p.m.

646 5846


Thu:  3:30-5:00 p.m.

rhanson@carleton.edu


and by appointment

Course Description: In this course we compare the fifty states of the U.S. in terms of their constitutional forms, institutional arrangements, and political organizations. We also describe the range of variation in public services provided by various states, and explain this variation in terms of prevailing models of state policy making. Along the way we learn how similar Minnesota is to other states, and where its government and politics differ. Students will apply this knowledge to the investigation of a current issue, policy or political controversy in the North Star state. Field work may be required, depending on which aspect of Minnesota politics students choose to explore.

Course Objectives: Students who complete this course will be able to describe the role of state governments in the American political system; explain differences in states’ performance of this role; and assess Minnesota’s governance in comparison to other states of the union.
Course Readings: The following texts are required for POSC 217:

Politics in the American States, 8th edition by Virginia Gray and Russell L. Hanson [PAS]

Minnesota Politics and Government, by Daniel Elazar, Virginia Gray and Wyman Spano [MPG]

Inside the Statehouse, by Ralph Wright [ISH]
All of these books may be purchased at the Carleton College Bookstore. They are also on reserve in the Laurence McKinley Gould Library.
In addition, students should regularly read about Minnesota politics in the St. Paul Pioneer Press, which is available online without charge, and a newsletter, Politics in Minnesota, which the instructor will make available on a weekly basis.
Course Outline: Topics to be covered in POSC 218 are listed in the following outline, along with associated readings. Acronyms referr to readings from the required texts, asterisked readings are on e-reserve at Gould Library, and underlined readings are associated with URL or Internet page. Students should complete the assigned readings before coming to class as my lectures presume familiarity with readings on each topic.
The Setting of State Politics

Sociocultural


U.S.









Mar. 28




Read  PAS chap. 1



MN




Read MPG; MNDEMOG





Mar. 30

Intergovernmental



U.S.









Apr.  4




Read PAS chap. 2



MN









Apr.  6




Read MNLOCAL; MNTRIBE
Public Opinion and State Politics


Parties and Elections



U.S.









Apr. 11




Read PAS chap. 3; ISH chap. 1; Statehouse Democracy chap. 2*


MN









Apr. 13




Read MPG chap. 5; MNGOP; MNDFL

Interest Groups and Lobbying



U.S.









Apr. 18




Read PAS chaps. 4-5; ISH chap. 7



MN









Apr. 20




Read MPG chap. 4; MNNPC (example)
Governing Institutions


Legislatures



U.S.









Apr. 25




Read PAS chap. 5; ISH chaps. 2-6 and Epilogue



MN









Apr. 27




Read MPG chap. 6; MNLEG

Executives



U.S.









May   2




Read: PAS chaps. 7, 9; ISH chaps. 9-11



MN









May   4




Read MPG chap. 7; MNGOV; MNEXEC

Judiciaries



U.S.









May   9




Read PAS chap. 8



MN









May 11




Read MPG chap. 8; MNJUD
Public Policies


Fiscal










May 16




Read PAS chap. 10; MPG chap. 10; MNFISC

Social



Health and Welfare







May 18




Read PAS chap. 11; ISH chap. 12; MNHUM


Education








May 23




Read PAS chap. 12; MNEDUC

Regulation









May 25




Read PAS chap. 13; ISH chap. 8; MNPCA

Economic Development








May 30




Read PAS chap. 14; MNDEED
Final Exam, 9:30-11:00 a.m.








June  3

Course Requirements:  All students must complete the reading on a timely basis, attend class, join in discussion, complete a research paper, and pass a comprehensive final exam.

25% of the course grade depends on participation in class. I value regular, substantive, and effective contributions most when assigning points for participation.

50% of the course grade depends on a research paper. I will provide further instructions, but these are the key stages in the process:

By April 13 each student will meet with the instructor to obtain approval for a research topic. 

By April 27 each student will submit a 750 word prospectus outlining the specific question to be answered in his or her research paper, explaining why this is an important question, and offering a plan for answering it. The prospectus will be graded, is worth 10% of the course grade, and will be returned by May 2.
By May 16 each student will submit a 5,000 word draft of his or her research paper. It is worth 20% of the course grade, and it will be returned to the student with suggestions for further development by May 19.
By May 30 each student will submit a 5,000 word final draft of his or her research paper, which is worth 20% of the course grade.

25% of the course grade depends on each student’s performance on a comprehensive final examination consisting of three essays in response to questions posed by the instructor.

Course Grades: Grades will be awarded on the basis of total points accumulated in the trimester, according to the following scheme:

Activity



Points

Weight

Participation


100

0.25

Paper


Prospectus

  40

0.10


First Draft

  80

0.20


Final Draft

  80

0.20

Final Exam


100

0.25

Total



400

1.00

The points accumulated by each student will be computed as an unrounded percentage of the total points possible for the trimester, and converted to a letter grade using the following scale:

A+ = 100-98

B+ =  91-88

C+ = 81-78

D+ = 71-68

A   =   97-95

B   =  87-85

C   = 77-75

D   = 67-65

A-  =   95-92

B-  = 84-82

C-  = 74-72

D-  = 64-62

In general a C means that a student can provide a competent summary of an author or argument. A grade of B means that a student can summarize and compare two or more authors or arguments using some sort of an analytical framework. A grade of A means that a student can summarize two or more arguments, compare them analytically, and plausibly explain why one is more useful than the other. 
Course Policies: All students must do their own work, or face disciplinary proceedings under the policies of Carleton University. It is particularly important to credit others’ work when writing research papers, following standard practices outlined in Academic Honesty in the Writing of Essays and Other Papers. 

Students with certified disabilities should confer with me in advance of deadlines so that I can make appropriate accommodations in accordance with policies at Carleton College.

I am happy to discuss career options, professional training, or graduate education with individuals, in addition to the subject of this course.

