POSC 219 Protest, Power and Grassroots Organizing: American Social Movements Syllabus
Winter Term 2009

Instructor: Christopher Heurlin

Phone: 4129

Email: cheurlin@carleton.edu
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 4:00-5:00 PM and by appointment

Course Description: 
This course is an introduction to social movement theory. Through examination of several social movements within the US we explore the causes, dynamics and consequences of social movements. We focus on contending explanations for social movements including collective action, resource mobilization, political process, and cultural approaches. We also analyze approaches to explaining differential participation (who protests?) and tactical choice (how do they protest?). 
Books:
Piven – Challenging Authority
McAdam – Political Process and the Development of Black Insurgency, 1930-1970
Chong – Collective Action and the Civil Rights Movement
Jasper – Art of Moral Protest
Meyer – The Politics of Protest
Expectations


I expect students above all to be actively involved in the learning process. This means several things. First, I expect students to attend all classes. Second, I expect students to be active in classroom discussions. Third, I expect students to have read all of the readings listed on the syllabus assigned for each class before coming to class. Our classroom discussions will be centered around the readings as well as the lectures. This means that doing the readings in advance is critical to your ability to participate. Fourth, I expect students to be respectful of one another’s opinions and to conduct discussions in a friendly manner. 

Presentations:
Each student will give a five minute presentation on a social movement at some point during the term. The student may choose which social movement they would like to use for their presentation. Students are not required to choose the same social movement for their research paper, but doing so may be a good use of their time. The topic of the presentation may cover topics including but not limited to: the origins of the movement, outcomes, recruitment strategies, tactics used, and the counter mobilization faced by the movement. Following the presentation we will have a question and answer and discussion period. A scheduling sheet will be provided. 

Papers: 

Students will be graded on the basis of three papers. The first two papers are relatively short papers (3-4 pages) based upon classroom readings that analyze disagreements in the theoretical literature. The third paper is a research paper that will analyze a social movement of your choice. The paper should apply the theories studied in class to an American social movement. This paper will be longer (12 pages) and involve more intensive research. 
Week 1: Social Movements as Contentious Politics
January 4: Introduction

January 6: Tarrow. “Introduction” and “Contentious Politics and Social Movements” in Power in Movement
Jasper. “The Classical Paradigms.” In The Art of Moral Protest
January 8: Meyer. 2007. “America and Political Protest” and “Why Protest?” In The Politics of Protest
Week 2: The Collective Action Problem and Civil Rights Movement
January 11:  Lichbah. 1995. “The Problem Defined” and “The Approach Adopted” in Rebel’s Dilemma. 
January 13:  Edward J. Walsh and Rex Warland (1983). “Social Movement Involvement in the Wake of A Nuclear Accident: Activists and Free Riders in TNI Area.” American Sociological Review, 48: 764-780.
Chong. 1991. “Public Spirited Collective Action” and “All or Nothing Public Goods” in Collective Action and the Civil Rights Movement
January 15:  Chong. 1991. “Selective Social Incentives and Reputational Concerns” and “Creating the Motivation to Participate in Collective Action” in Collective Action and the Civil Rights Movement
Week 3: Riots, Breakdown and Why You Don’t Want to Go to Prison 
January 18: Useem and Kimball. “Introduction” and “D Yard Nation – Attica (1971)” in States of Siege
January 20: Useem and Kimball. “The Nature and Course of Prison Riots” and “Causes and Effects of Prison Riots” in States of Siege
January 22: Useem, “Breakdown Theories of Collective Action” Annual Review of Sociology, Vol. 24: 215-238

Week 4: Resource Mobilization and the Anti-Nuclear Movement
January 25: Meyer. “Individuals, Movements, Organizations, and Coalitions”
January 27: Jenkins, J. Craig. 1983. “Resource Mobilization Theory and the Study of Social Movements.” Annual Review of Sociology 9:527-553.
Walsh, Edward J. 1981. “Resource Mobilization and Citizen Protest in Communities around Three Mile Island.” Social Problems 29:1-21.
January 29: McAdam, Doug. 1999. Political process and the development of Black insurgency, 1930-1970. Chapter 2 

Week 5: Disruption and Protest
February 1: Piven, Challenging Authority. Chapters 1, 2 and 3.

February 3: Piven, Challenging Authority. Chapter 4. 

February 5: Piven, Challenging Authority. Chapter 5. 
McAdam, Doug. 1999. Political process and the development of Black insurgency, 1930-1970. Chapter 3,
Week 6: Political Process and Political Opportunity in the Civil Rights Movement
February 8: MIDTERM BREAK

February 10: McAdam, Doug. 1999. Political process and the development of Black insurgency, 1930-1970. Chapters 6 and 7.
PAPER ONE DUE: Organization and Social Movements

February 12: Meyer. “The State and Protests: Institutionalization”
Week 7: Recruitment to Activism
February 15: Snow, David A., Louis A. Zurcher, Jr., and Sheldon Ekland-Olson. 1980. Social Networks and Social Movements: A Microstructural Approach to Differential Recruitment. American Sociological Review 45 (5):787-801.
Meyer. “Becoming an Activist”

February 17: Rochford, E. Burke, Jr. 1982. Recruitment Strategies, Ideology, and Organization in the Hare Krishna Movement. Social Problems 29 (4):399-410.

Cable, S., E. J. Walsh, et al. (1988). "Differential Paths to Political Activism: Comparisons of Four Mobilization Processes after the Three Mile Island Accident." Social Forces 66(4): 951-969.

February 19: Jasper. “Cultural Approaches” and “Not in Our Backyards”
Week 8: Recruitment to Activism 2
February 22: Jasper. “Recruiting Animal Protectors” 

Eric L. Hirsh (1990). “Sacrifice for the Cause: Group Processes, Recruitment, and

Commitment in a Student Social Movement.” American Sociological Review, 55: 243-254.

February 24: Darren E. Sherkat and T. Jean Blocker (1994). “The Political Development of Sixties’ Activists: Identifying the Influence of Class, Gender, and Socialization on Protest Participation.” Social Forces, 72(3): 21-842. 
February 26: McAdam, Doug.1986. “Recruitment to High Risk Activism: The Case of Freedom Summer.” American Journal of Sociology. 92. P64-90.

Nepstad, Sharon Erickson. 2004. “Persistent Resistance: Commitment and Community in the Plowshares Movement.” Social Problems 51 (1):43-60.

Week 9: Tactics

March 1: Morris A. 1993. Birmingham confrontation reconsidered: an analysis of the dynamics and tactics of mobilization. American Sociological Review 58:621-36

Meyer. “The Strategy and Tactics of Social Protest”
March 3: Jasper. “Culture and Biography,” “Tastes in Tactics” and “Direct and Indirect Action”
March 5: Chong. “Strategies of Collective Action” 

PAPER TWO DUE: Movements and Participation
Week 10: Outcomes

March 8: Piven. “The Times in Between”
March 10: Meyer. “The Policy Connection: How Movements Matter”
