Political Science 219/319: Power, Protest, and Grassroots Organizing
Winter 2008
Carolyn Wong
Department of Political Science

Office: Willis 403.     Phone: 646-4680.        Email: cwong@carleton.edu

Office hours:  Mon: 3:30-5 p.m.; Weds: 1-2:30 p.m.
This course examines the theory and practice of social movements and why they start, sustain themselves, succeed or fail.  We will start from this useful definition of  a social movement proposed by Charles Tilly: “a sustained campaign of claim making, using repeated performances that advertise the claim, based on organizations, networks, traditions and solidarities that sustain these activities” (from Contentious Politics, 2007, p.8).  
Throughout the term, we will work on answering three main questions. First, can grassroots organizing revitalize and deepen democracy in the U.S.? Second, how well do analytical frameworks in the literature explain the trajectory of social movements? Third, how can social activists effectively combine actions in protest and electoral politics to bring about social and policy change?  The class will start out with a field trip to the Iowa Caucuses, which will provide material for the class to begin analyzing the first and third questions. I will also try to arrange another field trip, which if weather and scheduling will give students the opportunity to observe civic educational programs of the Jane Addams School of Democracy in Saint Paul, which educates Americans in participatory democracy with features similar to ideas proposed by political theorists we read in Weeks 3 and 6.
One of my goals is to help you learn how normative and positive theory in political science inform each other in the analysis of social movements.  That is, we will consider how normative theories of what the political world “should” look like motivate and frame empirical inquiry to develop positive about how the political world “does” work (sometimes the linkages are somewhat hidden); and in turn, we will see how we can use positive theory to help evaluate the merits of proposals advanced by normative theorists.
To understand social movements, it is also important to hear in their own words what makes political activists commit and re-commit themselves to social causes despite risks and repeated frustration.  We will use an anthology, The Impossible Will Take A Little While, which contains stories and essays by influential political activists.  These short readings will enrich the more analytical material, which is the main focus of the course.  
For many class sessions, students will participate in small-group exercises during part of the class time.  Depending on the final composition and interests of the students, I will distribute instructions for these exercises before or during class.

Students in enrolled in POSC 219 and 319 will have the same reading assignments, and I have the same expectations for your class participation.  It is important that you all complete every assigned reading before class and come prepared to raise thoughtful questions and offer comments on the readings, not just opinions on general issues if the opinion is  uninformed by careful reading of the texts.  The writing assignments differ between the 200- and 300-level classes.  If you are enrolled in POSC 219, you will write three 5-page essays.   If you are enrolled in POSC 319, you will write an original research paper, empirically oriented, 18-20 pages in length.  At frequent points in the term, POSC 319 students will submit graded building blocks of the research paper, and during finals week, you will submit the final product.  This is a major project, and it requires planning and self-direction so that you bring something new to our state of scholarly knowledge on your topic.  

If you are not clear what an original and empirically-oriented research paper in political science entails, you must discuss this with the instructor before the deadline when you have to finally decide about whether you want to enroll in the 200- or 300- level class.  For example, at the 300-level, you are expected to write a literature review in the way that is conventional in the social sciences; for e.g., it is thematic, not an annotated bibliography or a summary of arguments of a few books or articles.  The research question must be well-formed so it is answerable; the hypothesis and alternative hypothesis must be logically sound; the research design must be scientific and feasible.   I will certainly help you with these steps, but this requires meeting outside class; there is no time in class for me to give lectures on political science research methods.
Required books

Paul Rogat Loeb, The Impossible Will Take A Little While: A Citizen’s Guide to Hope In A Time Of Fear, New York: Basic Books. 2004.
Francis Fox Piven, Challenging Authority: How Ordinary People Change America. Lanham, Maryland: Roman and Littlefield. 2004.

Gerald F. Davis, Doug McAdam, W. Richard Scott, Mayer N. Zald, Social Movements and Organization Theory. Cambridge and New York: Cambridge.  2005.
            All required readings not contained in these books are available on e-reserves.
Course Requirements and Grading
POSC 219

      Class participation                                                                         25%
      Three five-page papers (see schedule below).                               75%  (25% each)
POSC 319
       Class participation                                                                        25%
       Research question and Literature Review – 4  pages                   15%

       Statement of hypothesis and alternative hypothesis – 1 page         5%

       Revision of Literature Review, Statement of 2 hypotheses,

              and Research Design – 7 pages                                              10%

       Final paper                                                                                     45%
Absences and late paper penalty

The term is short and class meets only twice a week.  Two unexcused absences will result in lowering you final grade by a full letter grade.  Lateness to class is not acceptable and will negatively affect your grade. 

Late papers, including the midterm and all other papers, will receive a grade penalty of one full letter grade per day, starting immediately after the date and time it is due.

Academic Honesty

You are expected to understand and adhere to Carleton’s standards of academic honesty.  You may not discuss the midterm or final exam with anybody except the instructor.  You can bring your questions about the midterm to class.  All work must be your own, and you must properly cite sources in your essays.  In writing the five-page paper and 2 short papers, you may discuss your ideas with anybody you wish, but the writing must be your own. 

Schedule of Readings and Class Topics

Week 1:     1/3 – Introductory Remarks and Preparation for Trip to Iowa Caucus.

Week 2:   Finish Introduction to Class (continuing from Week 1)
                1/8 
                  Christopher Hull, Grassroots Rules: How the Iowa Caucuses Help Elect 
                  American Presidents. Stanford Univ. Press. 2008. ch. 1, 2.
                   Charles Tilly, Contentious Politics. Paradigm. 2007.
                       p. ch. 1.
                   Read newspaper coverage of the Iowa Caucuses and New Hampshire

                       primary (e.g.  select 2-3 New York Times articles). 

                       Examine the websites of major presidential candidates.  Look at

                       MoveOn.org

                    Discussion questions: 

                    Tilly describes two trends that may be bringing about repertoire

                       change today (p. 20).  

                       1) Is the Internet (second trend) transforming the nature of contention over
                           the war in Iraq during this election season?

                       2) Can you find evidence of the first trend, i.e. that social movement 

                          organizations transformed themselves into public interest groups

                          and shifted their form of  mobilization as Tilly describes?  Give

                          anecdotal evidence from your observation of the mobilization

                          methods candidates are using today.

                     1/10 

                       Tilly, Contentious Politics, ch. 2.
                  Bring your ideas to class on this question:
     Consider how Tilly proposes that we analyze the mechanisms

                          through which contention operates.  Think of a social movement

                          that you’ve heard or read about.

                          Now imagine how you think the movement unfolded. Speculate about

                          how a mechanism of contention worked.  We’ll discuss how to form

                          your idea in terms of a testable hypothesis and a research strategy.

Week  3:  An engaged citizenry?
                Monday, 1/14 at noon: 
                    POSC 319 Assignment Due:  Research question and Literature review.

                1/15 

                  Cornell West, Democracy Matters, ch. 1.
                  Gerry Stoker, Why Politics Matters: Making Democracy Work.
                      Palgrave. 2006. ch.  2, 3.

                1/17
                 Stoker, Why Politics Matters, ch. 4
                 Pippa Norris, Democratic Phoenix, Reinventing Political Activism,
                     Cambridge. 2002. ch. 10
Week 4:  Contentious Politics, Part II
                Monday, 1/21:
                    POSC 219 Prompts for Paper 1 distributed 
                    POSC 319 Assignment Due: Working and alternative hypotheses.
                1/22
                    Francis Fox-Piven, Challenging Authority, ch. 1-4
                1/24
                    Francis Fox-Piven, Challenging Authority, ch 5-6
                    Loeb, The Impossible Will Take A Little While, 

                                Part Two: Dark Before the Dawn, all.
Week 5: Organization Theory and Analysis: 
              Monday, 1/28 at noon:  
                   POSC 219 Paper 1 is due. 
                   POSC 319 Assignment Due: Revised Literature review, Statement of 
                                                              Two Hypotheses, and Research Design all due.

                 1/29

                    Davis et al, Social Movements and Organization Theory, ch. 2, 6
                    Loeb, Part Five: Courage Is Contagious, all.
                  1/31
                    Davis et al, pp. 189-192. ch 7, 8.
Week 6:   Voting and Protest Politics
                  2/5
                   Pippa Norris, Democratic Phoenix, ch. 2, 4.
                  2/7
                   Alan Brinkley, “Challenge to Deliberative Democracy,” in Alan Brinkley,

                   Nelson Polsby, and Kathleen Sullivan, The New Federalist Papers. 

                   Norton. 1997.  
                   David Miller, “Deliberative Democracy and Social Choice,”

                     Political Studies XL (1992), pp. 54-59.  Online journal, Gould library.

                     Read only through p. 59 and the last complete paragraph on 59.   

Week 7:   Protest Politics and Policy Change.  
                 Monday, 2/11: 
                   POSC 219: Prompts for Paper 2 distributed
                2/12

                  Doug McAdam, Freedom Summer. Tandem. 2001. pp. 3-10, 66-147.
                       The class will apply the analytical frameworks studied thus far to

                        analyze the social movement for racial justice in the Jena 6 case.  
                      Loeb, Part Four: The Flight of Our Dreams. ch. 15, 16.
                  2/14  Doug McAdam, Political Process and the Development of 

                            Black Insurgency, 1930-1970. Univ. of Chicago Press.  1982.

                            Continue project on Jena 6.  
Week 8:   Case Studies:  Transnational networks and movements
                 Monday at noon
                    POSC 219: Paper 2 is due.
                2/19
                  Sidney Tarrow, The New Transnational Activism. Cambridge Univ Press.
                      2005.  ch.  1, 2. 
                  2/21

                   Michael E. Conroy, “Transnational Social Movements Linking North

                     and South: The Struggle for Fair Trade.”  Unpublished paper. February 2006.

                        http://www.latam.ufl.edu/news/conf-papers/conroypaperforconf06.pdf
     Margaret E. Keck and Kathryn Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders.
       Cornell Univ. Press. 1998.  ch. 4.

                    Discussion:
                    How can we use the analytic frameworks proposed by Tarrow

                     to analyze the struggle for fair trade and for environmental protection?

     Loeb, Part Six: The Global Stage.  ch. 30, 31, 32.
Week 9:   Case Studies:  Youth Activism in Brazil
                  2/26     

                  Ann Mische, Partisan Publics: Communication and Contention Across
                   Brazilian Youth Activist Networks.  Princeton Univ. Press.  2007. 
                   Prologue, ch. 1, 2.
                  2/28

                  Mische, Partisan Publics, ch. 10.
                  Loeb, Part Seven: Radical Dignity, all.

Week 10:  Presentations of Research by POSC 319 students. Commentary 
                     on these presentations by POSC 219 students.
                   Loeb, Part Nine: Only Justice Can Stop A Curse.

Finals Week:    POSC 219 Paper 3 due at noon on last day of finals week, Sat. 3/15.
                          POSC 319 Research papers due at noon, Sat. 3/15.
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