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Political Science 219/319: Power, Protest, and Grassroots Organizing
Winter 2011     Tu Th     1:15-3:00 p.m.
Carolyn Wong
Department of Political Science

Office: Willis 403.     Phone: 222-4680.        Email: cwong@carleton.edu

This course examines the nature of grassroots political activism.  We will compare the social movements that rose across the U.S. in the 1950s and 1960s to newer forms of social activism. Throughout the term, we will work on answering a few main questions. First, can grassroots organizing revitalize and deepen democracy in the U.S.? Second, how well do analytical frameworks in the social movement literature explain the trajectory of the great variety of grassroots movements that we observe across the U.S. today? Third, how can activists who desire social reform find effective ways to combine issue-oriented community organizing and campaigns to elect candidates who will help advance the activists’ issue agenda?   
Students in enrolled in POSC 219 and 319 will have the same reading assignments, and I have the same expectations for your class participation.  It is important that you all complete every assigned reading before class and come prepared to raise thoughtful questions and offer comments on the readings, not just opinions on general issues if the opinion is  uninformed by careful reading of the texts.  The writing assignments differ between the 200- and 300-level classes.  If you are enrolled in POSC 219, you will write three 5-page essays.   If you are enrolled in POSC 319, you will write an original research paper, empirically oriented, 18-20 pages in length.  At frequent points in the term, POSC 319 students will submit graded building blocks of the research paper, and during finals week, you will submit the final product.  This is a major project, and it requires planning and self-direction so that you bring something new to our state of scholarly knowledge on your topic.  

If you are not clear what an original and empirically-oriented research paper in political science entails, you must discuss this with the instructor before the deadline when you have to finally decide about whether you want to enroll in the 200- or 300- level class.  For example, at the 300-level, you are expected to write a literature review in the way that is conventional in the social sciences; for e.g., it is thematic, not an annotated bibliography or a summary of arguments of a few books or articles.  The research question must be well-formed so it is answerable; the hypothesis and alternative hypothesis must be logically sound; the research design must be scientific and feasible.   I will certainly help you with these steps, but this requires meeting outside class; there is no time in class for me to give lectures on political science research methods.
The class emphasizes participation by all students.  Most class sessions will combine lecture and discussion.  Regardless of what type of activity is planned, you should prepare careful notes as you do the readings on each of these questions for every assigned reading.  This will prepare you to participate fully in our class activities.

1. Can you identify an argument?  If so, what are the logical steps of the argument? Does the author propose a theory?   Can you identify normative assumptions or philosophical foundations of the argument?  What is the evidence?  

2. Do you find the argument compelling?  What are its strengths and weaknesses?  

3.  How does the analysis in this text stand up alongside the analysis offered by other authors we are reading in this class (or arguments made in other texts you have read)?   

4.  How well do the theory and/or findings “travel”?  i.e. Are they helpful if we want to understand important questions or phenomena not directly addressed in this text?  

Required books

Amalia Pallares and Nilda Flores-Gonzalez, eds. Marcha: Latino Chicago and the

              Immigrant Rights Movement. Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press.  2010.


Cliff  Zukin, Scott Keeter, Molly Andolina, Kristin Jenkins, 

               and Michael X. Delli Carpini. A New Engagement: Political Participation, 

 Civic Life, and the Changing American Citizen. New York: N.Y.: Oxford. 2006.

            All required readings not contained in these books are available on e-reserves.
Course Requirements and Grading
POSC 219

      Class participation                                                                         25%
      Three five-page papers (see schedule below).                               75%  (25% each)
POSC 319
       Class participation                                                                        25%
       Research question and Literature Review – 4  pages                   15%

       Statement of hypothesis and alternative hypothesis – 1 page         5%

       Revision of Literature Review, Statement of 2 hypotheses,

              and Research Design – 7 pages                                              10%

       Final paper                                                                                     45%
Absences and late paper penalty

The term is short and class meets only twice a week.  Irregular attendance will result in lowering you grade.   If you want to notify me of an illness or emergency you should provide documentation. 
Late papers will receive a grade penalty of one full letter grade per day, starting immediately after the date and time it is due.

Academic Honesty

You are expected to understand and adhere to Carleton’s standards of academic honesty.  In writing any paper, you may discuss your ideas with anybody you wish, but the writing must be your own. 

All sources must be carefully cited, with credit given to the ideas you use from various books, articles, lectures, or material you find on the internet in various formats.  Citation style should follow either the guidelines of the Chicago Manual of Style, or the Modern Language Association. See guidelines on the Gould Library website.

http://apps.carleton.edu/campus/library/help/help/ask_librarian/general/?guide_id=133205
Schedule of Readings and Class Topics
Week 1:     Generational Perspectives on Grassroots Politics and Citizenship
                   1/4 – Introductory Remarks  
                   1/6   Zukin et al. ch. 2: pp. 17-48

                            Susan Brooks Thistlethwaite. “The Millenials: Green Without the 

    Garden?” in  Dreaming of Eden: American Religion and Politics in a 
 
               Wired World.  New York, N.Y.: Palgrave. 2010. ch. 9;  pp. 177-197

Week 2:       Democratic Deliberation and Action in Local Context
                 1/11   Lisa Garcia Bedolla. Fluid Borders, Berkeley, CA: Univ. of Calif. 

                           Press.  2005; ch 1, 5: pp. 1-21, and 137-174.

                 1/13 Guest speakers: Monica Herrera and Jessica Peterson White from 

                           Horizons program, Univ. of Minnesota Extension.  On the “Study
                            Circle” projects to build greater citizen engagement in politics.     
Before class, look over the Thriving Community Guides,   http://www.everyday-democracy.org/en/Resource.83.aspx .  You do not need to watch the videos on this webpage, some of which will be shown and discussed in class. 
 Week  3:     Deliberative Democracy: Community Experiments
                Monday at noon: 
                    POSC 319 Assignment Due:  Research question and Literature review.

                1/18   Study Circles – Theory and Applications.
                           Elena Fagotto and Archon Fung, Sustaining Public Engagement, 

                           An occasional research paper from Everyday Democracy and the

                           Kettering Foundation. 2009. 

                1/20   Cornell West. Democracy Matters, New York, N.Y.: Penguin, 2004;
                          ch. 1: pp. 1-24.          
Week 4:   Political Messages and Grassroots Mobilization of New Voters 
                Monday, 1/25
                    POSC 219 Prompts for Paper 1 distributed 
                    POSC 319 Assignment Due: Working and alternative hypotheses.
              1/25    Mobilizing African American Voters: Pop Culture and Politics
                         Guest Speaker: Nick Muhammad, Field Operations Director

                          of Impact Minnesota, during November  2010 elections.
                         Cathy J. Cohen. Democracy Remixed: Black Youth and the Future of         

                         American Politics.  New York, N.Y.: Oxford. 2010; ch 5: pp. 158-200

                1/27  Paul Hawken. Blessed Unrest, New York, N.Y. 
                         Penguin; ch. 1-2: pp. 1-26

                          Zukin et al, ch. 5, pp. 121-153

                         Also, listen to this broadcast, or read the transcript online
http://www.democracynow.org/2010/4/2/community_activists_criticize_detroit_urban_renewal
Week 5: Contentious Politics:  A Case Study and Model
               Sunday, 2/6, at 12 p.m. noon:  

                   POSC 219 Paper 1 is due. 

                   POSC 319 Assignment Due: Revised Literature review, Statement of 

                                                              Two Hypotheses, and Research Design all due.
                2/1  Doug McAdam. Freedom Summer. Tandem. 2001; pp. 3-10, 66-147.
                2/3  Charles Tilly and Sidney Tarrow. Contentious Politics. Paradigm. 2007;
                        ch. 1: pp. 1-43.

Week 6:  Using the Model of Contentious Politics to Study New Protest Movements 
             2/8 Pallares and Flores-Gonzalez. Marcha: Latino Chicago and the Immigrant
                   Rights Movement; ch.  1, 2: pp. 1-61.

              2/10   Pallares and Flores-Gonzalez. Marcha: Latino Chicago and the Immigrant 
                     Rights Movement, ch. 3, 7: pp. 65-78, and 123-145.

Week 7:   Community Organizing, Protest, and Electoral Work  
                2/15   Frances Fox-Piven. Challenging Authority, Oxford: UK.: 
                            Rowman and Littlefield. 2006; pp. 81-108.

                2/17  Jeff Blodgett, Bill Lofy, Ben Goldfarb, Erik Peterson, 
                            and Sujata  Tejwani. Winning Your Election the Wellstone Way,
                           Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press. 2008; pp. 1-74.

                   POSC 219: Prompts for Paper 2 distributed
Week 8:   Experimentation and Adaptation of Protest Strategies
                 2/22   Marshall Ganz. Why David Sometimes Wins. New York, N.Y.: 
                           Oxford Univ.  Press. 2009; ch. 1, 5: pp. 3-22; 119-166.
 POSC 219: Paper 2 is due Weds., February 23, at 12 p.m (noon).

                 2/24    Sidney Tarrow. The New Transnational Activism. Cambridge 

    University Press. 2005; ch.  1, 2. 

Week 9:   Civil Society and Democratic Struggles for Power
          3/1   Jeffrey C. Alexander. The Performance of Politics: Obama’s Victory and

                  The Democratic Struggle for Power. New York, N,Y.: Oxford.  2010;

                  pp. 39-60
          3/3   Jeffrey C. Alexander, The Performance of Politics; pp. 7-38
Week 10:  Religious Faith and Social Activism
           3/8  Charles Marsh. The Beloved Community: How Faith Shapes Social Justice, 

                  From the Civil Rights Movement to Today, Basic Books. 2005; ch. 2-3.

                   Also see sections on the following webpage titled “About us” and “News”   

http://www.belovedcommunitycenter.org/
.
Finals Period:    POSC 219 Paper 3 due at noon, Sun. 3/13.
                          POSC 319 Research papers due at noon, Sun. 3/13.
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