Political 224 – Migration Politics: Asian American and Latino Experiences
Carolyn Wong
403 Willis Hall

Office hours: M, W: 1:30-3 p.m.; and by appointment

Email: cwong@carleton.edu, or Phone: 507-646-4680
This course examines the politics of migration and citizenship in the United States.  The focus of the course is on the political experiences of Asian Americans and Latinos as they enter U.S. society as immigrants or refugees and build their new lives in America. We examine how race, ethnicity, class, and gender shape the political status of immigrants and their descendents; the nature of political ties to their homeland and to their communities of residence in the U.S.; forms of citizenship; the formation and transformation of political identities; the nature of collective action, including struggles for equal and fair treatment; and innovation in types of immigrant civic and political engagement.
One of our goals is to compare the political history and contemporary political participation of various Asian American and Latino groups, recognizing the diversity of ethnic groups that come under each “pan-ethnic” banner.  We also pay close attention to examining inter-group relations between Latinos, Asians, African Americans, and whites.

Required Books
Bedolla, Lisa Garcia, Fluid Borders: Latino Power, Identity, and Politics in Los Angeles, University of California, 2006.
Flores, William V., and Rina Benmayor, Latino Cultural Citizenship: Claiming Identity, Space, and Rights, Beacon, 1997.
Foner, Nancy, and George Frederickson, eds., Not Just Black and White: Historical and Contemporary Perspectives on Immigration, Race, and Ethnicity in the United States, Russell Sage, 2004.

Garcia, John A., Latino Politics is America: Community, Culture, and Interests, Rowman and Littlefield, 2003.

Lien, Pei-te, The Making of Asian American Through Political Participation, Temple, 2001.

Saito, Leland, Race and Politics: Asian Americans, Latinos, and Whites  in a Los Angeles Suburb, University of Illinois, 1998.
Vo, Linda Trinh, Mobilizing an Asian American Community, Temple, 2004.

     Other readings listed on the syllabus are on E-reserve.
Course Requirements
The course entails a substantial amount of reading and analytical writing.  It is important that you fully engage the readings in each of our class meetings.  You will be expected to prepare for each class by critically reading the assignments and bringing you comments and questions to the class meeting.  Your overall participation grade Overall participation grade will be based on attendance (unexcused absences and lateness lower your grade), my evaluation of how well prepared you are for classes, and how effectively you participate in discussions.  It is important to listen carefully as well as speak clearly to receive an excellent or very good participation grade.

To help you think critically about the readings, you will submit eight two-page response papers.  The purpose of these short papers is not simply to summarize the readings; rather, you should respond to the relevant reading with an original thought.  For example, you may extend the author’s argument by drawing out its logical implications and apply it to a case not examined in the reading; or you may write a critique of the author’s argument.  Your own paper should not be written as an opinion-piece devoid of analysis and evidence.  Present an argument and back it up with evidence.  Organize your argument in a logical fashion.  Present the reader with an introduction, a concise statement of your argument near the beginning, an elaboration of your argument, and a conclusion.  Writing persuasive short essays is a skill that you will develop with practice.
The midterm essay will give you the opportunity to analyze the nature and potential of Latino politics.  Again, your paper should be well organized and present an argument in a clear and concise fashion.  

For the final exercise, you have two options.  You may write a research paper of at least twelve pages not including bibliography, footnotes, or appendices; the maximum page length is fifteen.  It is possible that this paper may be later developed into a senior capstone project, but this possibility will be evaluated after it is submitted at the end of the term. The paper will be on a topic you propose; it must be approved by the instructor.  If you choose this research option, you will submit your research question and a plan for carrying out the project in the form of a two page proposal by the end of the fifth week.  I will then give you feedback on the proposal, which will not be graded.  If I conclude that the project is feasible, you may undertake the project; otherwise you will take the final exam.  If you yourself choose to write a take-home final exam, this will consist of three essays of four pages each.  Deadlines are specified below.
Grading
                        Assignment                                                     Maximum points
Eight 2-page response papers                                                40
(maximum of 5 points each)
Class participation                                                                 40

Midterm essay, 5 pages                                                         40                         
Final exercise – Two options:                                               60
   A take home final with 3 essays, 4 pages each; 
    or a 12 page research paper

Your final grade will be based on a total of 180 points, which is the maximum number of points that can be earned in assignments not counting a maximum of 14 extra credit points (the optional assignments are described below).  Your point total as a percentage of 180 points corresponds with the following letter grade:

A: 95-100%; A-: 90-94.9%; B+: 88-89.9%; B: 84-87.8%; B-: 80-83.9%;

C+: 78-79.9%; C: 74-79.9%; C-: 70-73.9%; D: 60-69.9%; F < 60%

Criteria for grading of papers:  

The grade of “A” is rarely given.  A paper earning a grade of “A” will be exceptional in its originality and persuasiveness.  It must be written with clarity and precision.  Such a paper must have a clear argument, present convincing evidence, discuss counter-arguments, and a draw an appropriate conclusion.

A paper earning a “B” must present a clearly identifiable argument, spell out the logic of the argument, and provide supportive evidence.  Merely presenting the author’s opinion is not sufficient to earn a B.  Further, the paper must be organized in a logical manner, and errors in syntax, grammar, and spelling will lower your grade.

Late papers will receive a grade penalty of 10% per day unless you provide written documentation of a serious illness or emergency.

Academic honesty:
You are not permitted to discuss or collaborate in any way in writing the final exam. If you are writing a research paper instead of a take-home exam, you may consult with classmates and others who can help you.  You are encouraged to discuss the two-page response papers and midterm essay with your classmates; however, each student must submit his or her own independent work.  For all papers, bibliographic sources must be carefully documented.  Instances of possible plagiarism will be investigated, and if the student is found to have violated rules of academic honesty, the violation will be penalized according to policies of the College.  

Schedule of Readings and Topics
Week 1:  Race and Ethnicity -- Analytical frameworks
       3/27 -  Introduction to course
3/29 - Foner and Fredrickson, eds., Not Just Black and White, ch. 1-3,
           Response paper due on ch. 3 (Higham).

Week 2:  Historical Perspectives
4/3 - Foner and Fredrickson, eds., Not Just Black and White, ch. 4-7.
         Response paper due on ch. 5 (Jaynes).
4/3 - Garcia, Latino Politics in America, ch. 1-4.
Week 3: Latinos and Politics
4/10 - Garcia, Latino Politics in America, ch. 5-7.
   Tuesday or Weds. film showing to be arranged:  Crossing Arizona
4/12 -  Response paper due on Crossing Arizona. 
           Discussion in class of response papers.
Optional field trip on Saturday 4/14, to observe DFL Ward 6 Convention in Saint Paul.  Participation and submission of a two-page reflection essay on the field trip will earn you up to 6 extra credit points.
Week 4:  Cultural Citizenship and Political Power
4/17 - Flores and Benmayor, eds., Latino Cultural Citizenship, ch. 1,2, 3, 7.

           Response paper due on ch. 7 (Flores).
4/19 - Geron, Latino Political Power, ch. 6-7.      

Week 5:  Borders and Identity Formation
      4/24 - Bedolla, Fluid Borders, ch. 1-3.
                 Response paper due on ch. 1-3.
4/26 - Bedolla, Fluid Borders, ch. 4-5, and Conclusion.
           Immigration activism – Film: Beca de Gilas.
 Week 6:  Latinos and Opinion Surveys
        5/1 - Jones-Correa et al, Redefining America: Key Findings
                  from the 2006 Latino National Survey.  See website:
   http://www.wilsoncenter.org/index.cfm?topic_id=5949&fuseaction=topics.event_summary&event_id=201793
       5/3 - Selected surveys of the Pew Hispanic Center.

             Members of class will report findings of various surveys. See
             http://pewhispanic.org/            
             de la Garza and Disipio, Muted Voices: Latinos and the 2000 Elections

              Rowman and Littlefield, 2004.  Selected charts and tables.
        5 page midterm essay due on 5/4  Friday by 10 p.m.: 
        Answer these two questiona: Are Latinos positioned to become an important
        electoral force in national politics? What paths exist to increased national influence
         through local and state politics?

Week 7:  Asian Americans: Participation and Opinion Surveys
5/8 - Vo, Linda Trinh, Contemporary Asian American Communities, ch. 1-4, 15.
      5/10 - Lien, Pei-te, Making of Asian American Through Political Participation, ch. 1l
         Lien, Pei-te, Margaret Conway, and Janelle Wong, The Politics of Asian 
          Americans: Diversity and Community, Routledge, 2004.  Selected tables.
      Response paper due on Lien, Making of Asian America Through

         Political Participation, ch. 1.
Week 8:  Forms of Political Engagement
5/15 - Lien, Pei-te, The Making of Asian American Through Political Participation,
           ch. 2, 5;
          Vo, Linda Trinh, Mobilizing an Asian American Community, ch. 1-6.
Tues. or Weds. film showing to be arranged: The Time is Right for Mee

5/17 - Kari, Nan, and Nan Skelton, Voices of Hope: Story of the Jane Addams
         School for Democracy, Kettering, 2007, pp. 4-14, 60-64, 89-94.          http://www.kettering.org/readingroom/pub_detail.aspx?pubID=&catID=2&itemID=2611
          Response paper due on essay by Pakou Hang in Voices of Hope

             and the film, The Time is Right For Mee.
Extra credit assignment: If you attend the May 12 morning and afternoon sessions of the Conference on Southeast Asian Americans at Carleton, you can earn up to 8 extra credit points by writing an essay reflecting on one morning and one afternoon panel.  The essay will be two to three pages in length. 
Week 9: Naturalized Citizens, Citizenship Policy
5/22 -  Toyota, Tricia, Reconstructing Collective Asian American Political
              Identity, ch. 5.
            Saito, Leland, Race and Politics: Asian Americans, Latinos, and Whites
               in a Los Angeles Suburb, University of Illinois, 1998.

5/24    Motomura, Hiroshi, Amercians in Waiting: The Lost Story of Immigration

              and Citizenship in the United States, Oxford, 2006, ch. 6, 7, 9.            

            Response paper due on ch. 6-9.
Week 10:  Multiethnic Politics; Inter-group Relations 
       Final exam distributed in class on 4/8.

4/8   Koval, John P. et al, eds, The New Chicago: A Social and Cultural Analysis, 
         Temple, 2006, ch. 5, 8, 10, 11,
4/10 Jayaraman, Sarumathi, and Immanuel Ness, eds, The New Urban
          Immigrant Workforce, M.E. Sharpe, 2005, ch, 3, 7,
         Foner and Frederickson, Not Just Black and White, ch. 14, 15, 17,
         No response paper due this week.

The final research paper or take-home exam is due by 5 p.m. on the second day of exam period.  After 5 p.m. late papers will be penalized by a 10% reduction in your grade; an additional 10% will be deducted every 24 hours subsequently.
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